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P R O C E E D I N G S  


H.0.: I'd like towelcome you to a hearing 


that's being conducted by the Departmentof the Interior. I'm 


Esther Wunnicke, manager of the Alaska Outer Continental Shelf 


Office, and I'vebeen designated to chairthe hearing. The 


purpose of the hearing is to receive views and comments and 


suggestions relating to the draft environmental impact statement 


on the proposedoil and gas lease offering
in the Diapir Field 


in the Beaufort Sea.This document was prepared by the Bureau 


of Land Management in accordance
with the National Environmental 


Policy Act, and this hearing is for
the purpose of providing 


the opportunityt oreceive comments from public and private 


representatives in order
to fully evaluate the 	 potential effects 


Field
of a proposed lease offering in the Diapir on the human, 

coastal and marine environmentsin this area. There are hearing 

also tobe held thisweek in Nuiqsut, Kaktovik, Fairbanks and 

Anchorage. The official reporterfor the hearingis Susan 

Million, who is seated at myleft, to your right. She'll be 

making a verbatim transcript of the hearing, and everything 

that isspoken while the hearing isin session will be recorded 

by her. So to assure a complete and accurate recordof the 


hearing, it's necessary that onlyone person speakat a timeand 


that the rest of us remain as quiet as possible
while that person 


is speaking. This is not an adversary proceeding, the parties 


presenting their views are
not under oath, but the presentation 
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should be relevant and should
be supported by pertinent data. 


a
The speakers will be questioned only if member of the hearing 

panel wishes to clarify factsor to obtain additional informa

tion, and any questions that mightbe asked by members of the 


panel shouldnot be construed as indicating any predetermined 


position. The purpose of the hearing is
for us to receive 


information andnot to exchange views. The members of the panel 


are present to obtain as complete
an understanding as possible 

of all of the views of interested parties. They're not present 

for the purpose of answering either factualor policy questions. 

The speakers will be called inthe order in which they have 

been registeredwith Mrs. Yoesting at theback of theroom, and 


if a speaker not present when his or her name is called, then 


that name will be recalled at the end
of the hearing list. But 


anyone who wishes to speak,
whether or not they have already 


registered, should make themselves
known to Mrs. Yoesting and 


and get on the list. We are trying to limitall the oral 


as
presentations to ten minutes, and you begin your presentation 


we would appreciate very
much your beginning your presentation 


with your name and address andoccupation, and ifyou are 


representing a group or an agency or a corporation,
to give us 

the name of the of the group that you represent. If you have 

a preparedcopy, written copy of your testimony, we'd appreciate 

having a copyf o r  the use of - - of the reporter. But whether 

or notyou have a written copy,your remarks will be recorded as 
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they are given. We would also askyou to give three copies
of 


any prepared testimony to
Ms. Gottlieb, who is seatedhere in 

the front row. She is the chief of our environmental assess

ment divisionin the AlaskaOCS Office, and thatwill assist her 

staff in incorporating your comments and responding to them in 

the final environmental impact statement will be published 

as a sequel to this. If, after you've testified,you wish to 

submit additional written testimony, please provide that materia 

also and itwill be marked as an exhibit. Even though you may 

not have read it into therecord, i twillbecome a part of the 


complete record. The Department of the Interiorwill also 


accept written comments and statements from parties
who prefer 


not to testify orally but to
make their testimony in written 


to
form or supplemental testimony what you may have given here, 


to
and you may address those comments and statementsme, to the 


manager of the Alaska
OCS Office, Bureau of Land Management, 

Post Office Box 1159, Anchorage, Alaska, 99510. And we seem to 

be the -- one of the first participantsin the nine-digit zip 


code: 995101159. You have until February 12thto submit those 


written comments and statements,
and all written comments and 


statements that are received
on time will be included, as I say, 


as a partof the hearing record and
will be given the same 


consideration as oral statements that
are presented at the 


hearings. However, because of the shortness of our schedule, 

~~ 

comments that are received after February
12th, unfortunately, 
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cannotbe a p a r t  of thathear ingrecord.  Youmay obtaincopies  


of  the  t ranscr ip t  bymaking arrangements with the court  reporter 


What w e  i n t end  to  do today i s  to  proceed unt i l  approximately 


th ree  o 'c lock ,  take  a briefbreak,reconvene,proceeduntil  


f iveo 'c lock ,take  a briefbreak,reconvene,proceeduntil  


seven, a t  which time w e ' l l  take an hour break and return at  


eight  o 'c lock to  hear  people  this  evening whomay not  be ab le  


t o  come duringtheaf ternoonhours .  I would reques ttha tthere  


be no d isp lay  of approval or disapproval or applause from the  


audiencewhilethehearing i s  goingon. I ' dl i k et oi n t r o d u c e  


my fellowpanel members. To my f a r  r i g h t  i s  M r .  JerryReid,  who 


i s  represent ing  the  U.S. FishandWildlifeService and a l so  


represent ingtheAssis tantSecretaryforParks,Wildl i fe  


fo rF i sh ,Wi ld l i f e  and Parks,  I ' m  sor ry .  On my immediate r i g h t  


i s  M r .  RalphAinger,representingtheBureauof Land Management 


fromWashington, D . C . ,  and a l so  represent ing  the  Ass is tan t  


Secre ta ryfor  Land andWater. And t o  my l e f t  i s  M r .  Barry 


Boudreau, represent ingtheMinerals  Management Service.Before 


we begin,  doany of the panel  members wi sh  to  make a statement? 


A l l  r i g h t .  The f i r s t  name I havel i s t ed  i s  M r .  Othniel  Oomittuk 


MR. OOMITTUK: Yes. 

H . O . :  Okay. 

COURT REPORTER: Couldyou haveeveryonespell 

t h e i r  names, please? 

H . O . :  I t  would helptherecorder  if you would 
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spell your name, also, please. 

MR. OOMITTUK: Good afternoon, panel. My name 

is Othniel Oomittuk,0-t-h-n-i-e-l, 0-o-m-i-t-t-u-k. 
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safe courseof action isto adopt alternate two or alternate 


three, which cancel the sale
or delay the sale. Since we are 


convinced that exploration or development
in the Beaufort Sea 


cannot be safely conducted inthe future, we believe that alter


nate three, delay the sale, is the prudent course
of action that 


the government should take. We do not agree with the draft 


environmental impact statement conclusion that the delay will 


only postpone impacts.While this is undoubtedly true
in general 

logic tellsus that technology improvements should take place 

during such a delay,s o  as to reduce certain impacts. For 

example, we have no reason to doubt theoil industry's promise 

that theywill be even betterat oil spill prevention and clean-

up in the future comparedto now, or in 1980 compared to 1985, 

for example. Also, our understanding of endangered species, 

particularly the bowhead, will'be better after a delay.The 


impacts to the bowhead from the proposed action may
be less or 


more after a delay,
but certainly we will have a betterunder

standing of thoseimpacts, and we certainly - - we will be able 

to planbetter, we of the local government, aswell as state and 


federal government and industries. Second,with respect to 


delaying the sale,we would like tonote that manyof the con


cerns raised in the
1979 Beaufort D.E.I.S. hearingsare still 


largely unresolved. These same concernswere also raised in the 


recent round of hearings conducted
by the Alaska Departmental 


Department of Natural Resources concerning seasonal drilling 
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limits in the BeaufortSea, whether these limits shouldbe 


dropped, extended or modified.Of special concernto the Envi


ronmental Protection Office are
the following: Number one, oil 


spills; two, noise; number three, ice hazards; and four, arctic 


weather and climate. The last two items are aspects of our 


North Slope environment, and our concern
has to dowith the oil 

industry's abilityto deal - - ability to deal with them. For 

example, preventing oil spill or preventing the timelyand effi


cient clean-up of an
oil spill after ithas secured. (ph) Both 


oil spills andnoise, as by-product of the proposed action, 


effect our environment, principally the bowhead and other marine 

-~ mammals and the marine and coastal environment in general.
These 


concerns of ours and the impact
of the proposed actions are 


well-documented in the Diapir draft environmental impact state


ment, and the only prudent action,
we believe, isto delay the 

sale. Al Alternatives: The North Slope Borough Environmental 

Protection Office believes that alternatives five, six or 

seven to the proposed actionare inadequate, in the event alter-


native three is not chosen. These alternatives individually 


identify groups of blocks which
if deleted could reduce impacts. 


Specifically, we note fromthe D.E.I.S. that if alternate four 


was chosen there would
be no reduction in estimated reserves. 


Since that is the
case, and since alternative four would delete 


blocks where ice hazards are
high, we request that this alterna-

P 

tive be combined with all other alternatives, thatis, these 
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blocks shouldbe deleted regardlessof what action is finally 

taken. Alternative six a l so  involve blockswhere few reserves 

are estimated, only ninety million barrels oil. Therefore, 

for the samereason that applied toalternative four, the blocks 

in alternative six shouldbe deleted regard-- regardless of 

what action is finally taken. Finally, both alternative five 

and six involve significant environmentalimpacts, so the dele

tion of the blocks involvedhere would be wise, in our view. 


This is especially true in the of alternative five, the 


Cape Kalkett deletion, as noted
in the D.E.I.S. In addition, 


there are non-environmental reasons for deleting the blocks of 


alternative six, such as those related relating to exploration 


and developmentin the area far removed from the existing 


Prudhoeand Kuparak area. Cumulative impacts: Cumulative 


environmental impactsare extremely important to our department. 


In fact, we believe that without including them an analysis 


of the impactsof the proposed action by itself is meaningless. 


We feel that if cumulative impacts of a particular
type are 


unacceptable, then the impacts from the proposed action
of 


that particular type are unacceptable by definition.For example, 

quoting from page 175, "Even though the proposed exploratory 

activities from sale 71 would be - - only contribute a minor 

portion of the total impact total cumulative impact." To the 

bowhead, if these cumulative impacts are unacceptablyhigh, then
-
the impactsof sale 71 are also unacceptablyhigh by definition. 
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The view of the EnvironmentalProtection Office on this issue 


may be considered unduly conservative,
but we know of no other 

way to prevent cumulative impacts. In fact, we believe the 

final E . I . S .  should contain a strengthened and highlighted 

treatment of cumulative impacts, compared to that presented in 

the draft E.I.S. Seasonal drilling limits: If our recommendation 

of alternate three not chosen, we would urge that seasonal 

drilling limitsbe imposed as a stipulation. A s  we recently 

testified before the state Department of Natural Resources,we 


believe these limits must continue for two basic reasons:
Number 


one, spring or fall oil spill can be (sic) cleanedup effective1 


and, number two, bowhead whales may
be severely impacted, es


pecially in the fall. In conclusion, the risk of
o i l  spill is 

high in the BeaufortSea. In fact, we feel they may be higher 


than presentedin the draft environmental impact statement, 


especially if the experience in
harsh environments such as the 

North Sea and the Canadian Beaufortwas drawn on to calculate 

oil spill rates, rather thanO.C.S. operation in temperate 

latitude such as the Gulf of Mexico.These risks are compounded 

by the difficulties in cleaning upoil spill in the arctic 


marine environment, especially during breakup
or freeze-up. 


The most significant impact from
o i l  spill and from such things 

as noise generated by industry activitywill be felt by the 


bowhead whale. There will be the direct impacton the whale 


itself and the indirect impacton the Inupiat Eskimoculture, as 
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others are testifying to in these hearings, if sale
71 proceeds. 


The North Slope Borough Environmental Protection Office there-


fore requests that the sale
be delayed; thatis, alternative 


three shouldbe adopted. In addition, we request that seasonal 


drilling limitsin the Beaufort Seabe continued, at the very 


least in the critical fall period.This complete our testimony. 


We thank you for the opportunity to present the views of the 


North Slope Borough Environmental Protection Office. 


H.O.: Thank you, Mr. Oomittuk. Any questions or 


comments to Mr. Oomittuk? 


MR. BOUDREAU: Yes, I - - I have one question. 

Could you expand on your recommendation for a seasonal drilling 

restriction asto what time periodyou have in mind for that 

recommendation? 

MR. OOMITTUK: I think the - - the season drilling 

that was adopted for a two-year period shouldbe continued. . .  
MR. BOUDREAU: Consistent with the (ph)... 
MR. OOMITTUK: ...without any state change. 
MR. BOUDREAU: ...Beaufort -- joint Beaufort sal 

MR. OOMITTUK:Right. 

MR. BOUDREAU: Same restrictions? 

MR. OOMITTUK:Right. 

MR. BOUDREAU: Thank you. 

H . O . :  Any other questions? Thank you very much 
~ 

I would - - would say at this time thatwe have present Mrs. Alice 
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Solomon, who is availableto interpret f o r  anyone who wishes to 

testify in Inupiat. We would request thatmost testimony be 

given inEnglish, but if if you must testify inInupiat, Mrs. 

Solomon will be happy to translatefor you. Did M r .  Gefvert 

come in? Okay. Mr. Lee Gefvert? 

LEE GEFVERT 

testified as follows: 

MR. GEFVERT: Here's a fourth copy, if you want 

to see it. 

H . O . :  Okay. Thank you. 

MR. GEFVERT: Madam Chairman andPanel Members: 


My name is Lee Gefvert. I am here to testify on behalf of 


Atlantic Richfield Company in support the proposed Sale71
of 


in the Diapir Field. I work for the ARCO Exploration Company as 


an engineer in special projects supporting exploration
activities 


During the tenyears I have lived in Alaska,
I have worked full-


time in offshore operational and engineering areas.
I have been 

employed by ARCO Exploration Company and its prior companies 

for thirty-two yearsand have worked continuouslyin the oil 

industry since1 9 4 6 ,  specializing in oil and gas producing 

operations and supporting engineering. Atlantic Richfield 

Company congratulates the Bureau of Land Managementon the 


material presented in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 


for the proposed Sale Number71 in the Diapir Field. In com


parison to earlier draft environmental impact statements for 
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sales in the Alaska OCS, considerable progresshas been shown in 


clarity of presentation
of worst case environmental situations, 


and alsoin the presentationof average case situations in the 


different areas of the Sale 71. In the interest of further 


clarifying the impact statement, Atlantic Richfield Company
has 


several comments about the presentation
of oil spill data. ARCO 

suggests thatthe published oil spill statistics for theCook 


Inlet duringthe 1971-1981 period be tabulated in the final 


environmental impact statement. These statistics would show 


those readers who are not trained statisticians the level of 


performance of industry in
the ice infested environmentof the 

Cook Inlet in minimizing thenumber and size of oil spills. 

These statistics would show industry spillageless than one 

barrel. permillion barrels of crude oil produced during a pro

duction history of over530,000,000 barrels of crude oil.This 

spill volume
tabulation would also show that the average had a 

of less thanfive barrels or 200  gallons. The industry is-

proud of this record and is working steadily to improve it 


further. The published oil spill statisticsof the PrudhoeBay 


oil field should also
be tabulated even though is an on-land 


operation. These statistics would show the casual reader that 


one barrelof oil is spilledper 3.8 million barrels ofoil 


produced and that the average spill
has a volume of less than 

eight barrels or325 gallons. These statistics cover a pro

duction history of1 billion, 800 million barrels of crude oil. 
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of
ARCO believes that these statistics are representativewhat 


might be anticipated in oil field production in the Beaufort 


Sea. The Prudhoe Bay oil field operationis from gravel pads 


located on a seaof tundra which is analagous to gravel islands 


in the Beaufort Sea. The oil spill statistics from exploratory 


wells drilled in American OCS waters in the last ten years also 


has a very commendable record. Sinceoil produced in the Beau-


fort Sea would
be transported by the Trans Alaska Pipeline 


System and its associated tankers,
ARCO feels that only their 


oil spill record should
be used to determine transportation 


hazards. This system has handled over two billion barrels
to 


date, producing a commendable record relativeoil spills.
to 


The industry thrust in training, equipment and operational 


procedures is to not have oil spills. There is a saying in the 


industry that the most expensive
oil that the industry produces 


is that oil which is spilled. In the unlikely event there is 


an oil spill, industry has state of the art equipment stored
in 


the ABSORB warehouse
on the North Slope at Deadhorse ready for 


use. Over five million barrelshave been spent to date for 


equipment, in training andin the development of techniques that 


are compatiblewith the environmentto cope with an oil spill 


situation in every season of the year.I next want to talk 


about the proposed drilling season restriction.ARCO recognizes 


that the bowhead
whale needs to be protected during the westward 


migration in September and October, since its migration route 
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skirts thenorthern edge of the proposed Sale
71 area. Evidence 

from opera--- observations made in whale behavior in the 

Canadian Beaufort Seashow that noise emanating from a non-moving 

source at levels associatedwith drilling activity doesnot 


significantly disturb them. The only purposeof a drilling 


restriction in the OCS Sale
71 area is to protect the bowhead 


whale in the very unlikely event that
an oil spill of a significant 


size will occur at the same time as the whale passes by 


the area proposed to
be leased. The capability of the bowhead 


whale to avoid an oil slick is currentlyunknown, even though 


it is known that theyare very adeptat navigating in an ice 


infested sea. The bowhead whale's level of tolerance for
spilled 


crude oil is also unknown atthe current time. If scientific 


nt 


~ ~~ 

I 

evidence exists to support the drilling restriction, Atlantic 


Richfield Company wants whatever drilling restriction imposed 


to be in placefor a finite periodof perhaps two years. At that 


time therestriction should be reviewed in light
of knowledge 


that isnow being accumulated atan accelerated pace on this 


elusive animal. It is hoped that informationon the spilled oil 


avoidance and tolerance to spilled oil by the bowhead can 


be found tobe such that any restriction
can be allowed to end. 

As stated earlier, the purpose of the restrictionis to protect 


the bowhead in the event of a significant
oil spill. It is 


obviously not a purpose of the restriction to eliminate all 


drilling during this time period. Atlantic Richfield Company 


~ ~~~~~~ 
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strongly feels that whatever drilling restriction
is imposed, 


that it should also
be flexible in nature. An example of 


flexibility is tobe allowed to continue to drill to a depth 


above an expected hydrocarbonhorizon during the drilling 


restriction period after the first exploratory
well in the area 


has defined a target horizon. This flexibility can beaccomplis 


on a case by case basis administratively through the
U.S.G.S. 

without compromising the proprietarynature of the data. There 


are other examples as
well that couldbe administratively 

worked through theU.S.G.S. that would serve to reduce the 

financial impact of a drilling restriction without impactingthe 


purpose of the proposed drilling restriction.On technology: 


The technology has been developed to safely drill and produce 


all of the selected tracts in the sale area. Giant strides in 


the application of the developed technology is beingin the 


Canadian Beaufort Sea. Dome Petroleum is currently drilling 


in
from a gravel island installed water about 75 feet deep. 


of water found in the
This approaches the maximum depth proposed 


lease sale. And foryour reference, thename of the islandis 


Tarsuit, T-a-r-s-u-i-t. In summary, the Atlantic Richfield 


Company feels that the
oil industry can safely operate in the 


entire OCS Sale 71 area with no tract deletions and without 


significant harm to the environment.If a drilling restriction 


is required, it should
be flexible in nature and of a finite 


length. This flexibility shouldbe available for minimum 
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disruption to theoil industry while still providing protection 


to the endangered bowhead whale.I want to thankthe panel for 


this opportunity to address on these mattersof concern to 


Atlantic Richfield Company and am available to your 


questions. Thank you. 


H.O.: Thank you, Mr. Gefvert. 


MR. REID: Yeah, I have.... 
H.O.: Mr.Reid. 


MR. REID: ...I have a question,Mr. Gefvert. 
On the -- on the proposed proposed seasonal drilling stipu

lation, which is September1 through October31st, do I under-


stand thatARCO feels that that'snot quite flexible enough 


and would like to have this non-hydrocarbon zone drilling to 


continue during that period? 


MR. GEFVERT: Yes, within that two month period. 

MR. REID: Okay. Thank you. 

- H.O.: Anyotherquestions?Okay.Thank you 

very 	 much. 

MR. GEFVERT: You're welcome. 

H.O.: Mr. Charlie Edwardsen. Thank you for 


waiting. 


CHARLIE EDWARDSEN 


testified as follows: 


MR. EDWARDSEN: My name is Charlie Edwardsen, 

Senior, from Point Barrow. And all the all the facts that I 
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that  my my brother had spoke w e l l  about i t ,  but  some 

some f e l t  that  l i k e  what they  sa id ,  that  theycanbuildan 

ice  i s l andou t  there and d r i l l  on it .  But they can bui ldan 

ice  i s l and  an ice i s land ,  bu t  I th ink  the ice  i s l a n d  c a n ' t  

hold.( indiscernible)  ice ice  i s l ands  even b u i l to u tt h e r e .  

You you'veheardaboutthe ice  i s l a n d  that  ARCO b u i l t  before .  

It j u s t  crumbled. And and I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  n o t  v e r y  not  

verysafe,. And see, l i k e  we  heardaboutthe o i l  s p i l l s  t h e y  

had, whatamount. That ' s  t h a t ' sc r u d eo i l .  And theydidn ' t  

hed idn ' t  evenmentionthe o i l  s p i l l s  i n  d i e s e l  t h e y  had. 

was t rapping up there .  I was under ARCO. I w a s  t rapping.  They 

theyhi red  m e  t o  t r a p  and I trapped. And I saw a t anke rt ip  

overalongsidetheroad. I don ' t  knowhowmany thousands, maybe 

a couple f i v e  thousandgallontanker. I t  t ippedrightover  

r i g h t  down by the  dock. They d idn ' tge t  a l l  t h a t  o i l  o u t  of t he  

ground. They d i d n ' t  evenburn i t  r i g h tt h e r e .  It was i nt h e  

f a l l  t i m e ,  duringshipseason.(ph) And it  went i t  the  

water took it  out.  It was pre t tyra iny .  Most of i t  went out  

on out  the bay. And a l so ,  I was when I was trapping up 

a t  Foggy Is land ,  I don ' t  know what company w a s  tha t ,  they  had 

p l a t t e r s ,  b i g  p l a t t e r s  on the  on thebeach,and them p l a t t e r s  

was f u l l .  And one guy with a dozer came alongandherippedthe 

end o f f  the p l a t t e r .  And t h i s  i n s t ead  of r epor t ing  i t ,  he 

covered i t  up, and I wonder howmuch of t h a t  p l a t t e r  went out .  

And l i k e  t h a t ,  s e e ,  a r eb i r d s ,  a r e  ducks.Therewon'tbe any 
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ducks l e f ti nth i scoun t ry .See ,the  the  ducksmigrate and 

thebi rdsmigra tec lear  t o  Japan. Andnow theJapan Japanese 

some ofthese( indiscernible)say,  "We don' t  Seenany more 

brands. " It ' s gonna be a l l  gone down in  there .  And the the 

theynest on i s lands  where there'ssand.Eiderducksdon't hardly 

nes t  on ground. They n e s t  on on sand. And see,  we won't 

be able  t o  see them i f  they s t a r t  theywon't theywon't 

be nes t ingthere  anymore. They ' l lf ind  a place some place 

t o  nes to rthey ' l lbe  gone, too.  L ikethes t e l l a r  (ph)eiders and 

phalaropes(ph),they're gone,and I thinkFish and Game ought 

i - t o  know about i t ,  i ftheys tudy  i t ,  about 'em. Thereused t o  
\ 

this  shorel ine used to  be covered with s te l lar  e iders  a long the 

shore from coast  t o  coas t .  I haven ' t  evenseen them. 

H.O. :  Whatwas theother ,besidesthe(s imul

taneous speech) ... 
MR. EDWARDSEN: Phalarope.(ph).Thereused t o  

bemil l ions.  You don'thardlysee them anymore. The whole 

shorelineused t o  becoveredeverytimeinthefall .  And you 

don ' tsee them inland wherethey nes t .  And t h a t ' s  a l o t  of 

things what I think happened. And alsothey the salmon. 

The o i l  comes areusing some of a chem- some chemical. 

Iftheyhavean o i l  s p i l l ,  t h e y ' l l  t h e y ' l l  have i t  wi th  the i r  

d r i l l i n g  mud. That ' s  t h a t ' l l  t h a t ' l ls i n kt h e  o i l  down, 

crude o i l  down.And once t h a t  oncethey i f  theyuse 
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thatchemical , t h a t ' s  gonna I don ' t  th ink  there  w i l l  be any 

shrimps o r  no f i s h ,  and t h a t  i s  thecur ren ttakes  takes 

c a r r i e s  t h a t  a l l  o v e r .  And ourcurrentgoes clear c l e a r  

out t o  ( indiscernible)Greenland andgoes r i g h t  down t o  t h i s  

Pac i f i c  Ocean, l i k e  t h a t  i c e  i s l a n d  we had,and t h a t ' s  how f a r  

thecurrent  moves around. And I ' m  realconcernedofthe game 

t h a t ' s  on t h i s  on th i s  con t inen t ,  and a l s o  t h e  on the  

where where the  where t h e  f i s h  i s .  And ourbiggest  

industry for  the people  of  the United States  and usaroundin 

Alaska, I th ink ,  i s  f i s h .  I f  w e  lose t h a t ,  I don ' t  know what 

we're gonna l i veon ,e spec ia l ly  around i nt h eA r c t i c .  We've got 

nothingto chew on'. Tha t ' sr igh t .  We don' t  we theonly 

theonlydepthof thaw w e  g e t  i s  about  s ix  s ix  inches  on 

tundra. Can you p l an t  any potatoes on t h a t ?  Can you p l an t  any-

thing on t h a t ,  on something l i k e  t h a t ,  i n  j u s t  a b o u t  two months 

of summer long. And and I ' m  realconcernedaboutwhat's 

goingon, d r i l l i n go f f s h o r e .  I -- I th inki fthey  i ft h e y ' r e  

f igur ing  on dr i l l ing,theyoughttobui ld  a pad,wherethey 

mention r i g h t  h e r e ,  on s ix t een  to  a hundredand t h i r t y  f e e t ,  see 

what's gonnahappen with it .  And I think i t ' s  j u s t  gonna go 

under i c e .  The i c e  theicef lows so tremendous. I t ' s  not  

l i k e  t h e  i c e  down where where t h e y ' r e  d r i l l i n g  r i g h t  now. 

That i c e  i s  j u s t  j u s t  a th in  l aye r  of i c e ,  andanybody any 

icebreaker  o r  any t h e y  c a n ' t  t i p  t h a t  d r i l l i n g  r i g  o v e r .  

That ' s  t ha t ' s  no t  ve ry  t h a t  h a s n ' t  pothardly any 
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pressure.  Around here  -- I ' m  -- I ' m  gonna mention a s t a t i o n  

we had -- we build.Thisplacehad a concre tef loor  and s t e e l  

p i l i ng .  I t ' s  ins ide  of theBeaufort Sea up here .  They c a l l  i t  

Pi le(ph)  3 .  We bui ldtha tbui ld ing .  I d r i l l e dt h ep i l i n g s .  

They were 16  feetdeep,8- inchsteel ,  and a cement f loo r .  Inside 

i., 

the  Barr ie r  I s lands  the  ice  came and knocked t h a t  f l o o r  o f f .  

That ' s  howmuch p res su re ,  j u s t  i n s ide  the  Bar r i e r  I s l and . .  . 
H.O.: Wherewas it  located? 

MR. EDWARDSEN: P i l e  P i l e  3 .  That ' s  Loman 

(ph)Point.  Andwe bui ldthatbui lding,and I was on i t ,  

d r i l l i n gt h e  thep i l ings  on there ,  16  f e e t .  And and 

these the  f loo r  was cemented r igh t  on to  these  p i l i ngs ,  bu t  

theydidn ' tholdtheice,thin t h i ni c e .  And I guessthey 

mighthave(indiscernible) of i t ,  too .  

H.O. :  When didthishappen? When d i d  t h a t . .  . 
MR. EDWARDSEN: I don ' t  know what what year 

i t  r e a l l y  happened,butI'veseen a show on it .  And tha t  way 

see,hementionedthatevery everythingsoundsreal good. 

Andhow about them two r i g s  down i n  Norway, got t ipped over? 

Whatdo what do you think of them two? They t ipped j u s t  

a storm, no ice .( indiscernible)thecurrentcaved away the 

the  cons t ruc t ion  on the bottom and the  wind t ipped 'em over. 

And I th ink  i t ' s  theocean i s  a hazard,myself,because I 

I 've  been up h e r e  a l l  my l i f e  and I know the pressure of the 

i ce .  When i t  s t a r t  moving i nt h e  inthesp r ing t ime ,the re ' s  
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nothingcan s t o p  it. And there  a l sothe re ' sno t  a p iecetha t  

solidbiggerthan maybe 40  by 100.  I t ' s  a l l  i t  a l l  crumbles, 

and you can hear it jus t  l i ke  thunde r  when the wind i s  blowing. 

And t h e r e ' s  no man canstandthat.  I I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  I --
I ' l l  c a l l  i t  a suicidecaseiftheywere run  in to  tha t .  

Thank you. 

H.O.: Thank you, M r .  Edwardsen. You might want 

t o  t a lk  wi th  M r .  Gefvert,because I th ink  tha t  t he  i ce  i s l and  

you werespeaking of was one t h a t  was g o t  b u i l t  by Exxon 

rather than ARCO, so. .  . 
MR. EDWARDSEN: ARCO.(ph) 

H.O. :  And as  I understood, M r .  Ge fve r t ' st e s t i 

mony had t o  do with gravel  is lands.  

MR. EDWARDSEN: Urn-hum. Gravel gravelis land 

theycan t r y  t h a t ,  t o o ,  bu t- - - ' bu ti fthei ce  comes, i t ' l l  i f  

i t  don'tshear i t ,  it'll go over ,  it'll go over. I f  i t ' s  not 

big enough, it'll come r ightover  it. And thei ce  where 

t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of p re s su re ,  t he  i ce  w i l l  p i l e  up a t  l e a s t  maybe 

150 t o  200 fee th igh  and i t  keepsgoing. And t h a t  t h a t ' s  

how how it  i s .  When t h a t  i c e  s t a r t s  moving, t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of 

i c e ,  and i t  don ' t  s low down e i t h e r .  Thank you. 

H.O. :  Thank you. Any otherquestions o r  comments 

t o  Mr. Edwardsen? Thank you, M r .  Edwardsen. Noah I t t a ?  

NOAH ITTA 

t e s t i f i ed  a s  fo l lows :  
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MR. ITTA: My name i s  Noah I t t a ,  bu t  I go t t a  

have help.  

H.O. :  All r i g h t .  Will you spe l lyour  l a s t  

name, p lease?  

MR. ITTA: I-t- t-a.  


H.O. :  Are you Brenda 'sfather?  


MR. ITTA: Yes. 


H.O.: Okay. Go aheadwithyourtestimony and 


then Mrs. Solomon w i l l  t r ans l a t e  fo r  u s .  

( M r .  I t t a  and Mrs. Solomon speakInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: He, Noah I t t a ,  i s  concerned and 

wants t o  f ind  ou t  what t h i s  hea r ing  i s  r e a l l y  what i t  r e a l l y  

means, becausehehasheardaboutthe the  peop le  t h a t  want 

t o  s t a r t  d r i l l i n g  andwants t o  s t o p  whaling, and he i s  concerned 

abou t  t he  d r i l l i ng  and he wants  to  f ind out  just  what t h i s  

hearing i s  a l l  about.Inthepasttheyhavebeentoldbefore 

aboutthewhale whalingthat i s  being, you know, dangered,
-

I think.  

H.O.: Endangered spec ies?  

M R S .  SOLOMON: Forwhaling,yes. 

H . O . :  Um-hum.Can you expla into  him t h a t  i t ' s  

i t ' s  a hear ing  to  take  any knowledge tha t  he  has  tha t  would 

help us  to  do a be t t e r  j ob  in  pu t t ing  be fo re  the  Sec re t a ry  of  

t h e  I n t e r i o r  t h e  r i s k s  of of offshore leasing with respect  

totheanimalsorthepeople? 
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(Mrs. Solomon and Mr.
Itta speak Inupiat) 


MRS. SOLOMON: He wants to find out if this is 

just accountof whaling -- about thewhaling or if it's about the 

drilling. 

H . O . :  It's about proposed offshore drilling in 

the Harrison Bay area, andand this document,what we're 


taking testimony in, tries to set
forth the consequences, if --
if it is decidedto go ahead and leasein that area. 

MRS. SOLOMON: If you could make it shorter. 

I can't remember... 
H.O.: I know. I'm sorry. 

MRS. SOLOMON: ...all of that. 
H.O.:Okay. 

MRS. SOLOMON: If you'll repeat? 

H.O.: Has he -- has he had this document 

explained tohim or has he looked at it at all? 

(Mrs. Solomon and Mr.Itta speak Inupiat) 


M R S .  SOLOMON: He just wants to find out what 

if -- if they really are deciding to drill. 

H.O.: This - - this is what helps the Secretary 

orof the Interior decide whethernot to drill or whether or 


not to delay drilling,or - - or how to offer leases for drilling 

That's what the purpose of this
is. 


(Mrs. Solomon speaks Inupiat)
-
k. M R S .  SOLOMON: If I miss anything, anybody who 
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understands (simultaneous speech)... 
H.O.: Mrs. Solomon.. . 
MRS. SOLOMON: ...if I leave some interesting 

parts out. 


H.O.: Mrs. Solomon, you might say to him that 

what would be most helpfulto us, if he hasknowledge fromhis 

own experience or -- or from other sources thatwould be help


ful to the Secretaryin making uphis mind whether to lease and 


where to lease for
oil, that would be very helpful from Mr. Itta 

(Mrs. Solomon and Mr.Itta speak Inupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He said (speaks Inupiat) excuse 

(laughter)me. Excuse me. .~ 

H.O.: That's okay. Not much I can understand.. 

(Mrs. Solomon and Mr.Itta speak Inupiat) 

H.O.: I wish I could understand you. 

MRS. SOLOMON: I'm reading my translation. I 

was supposed to have somebody
here to translate (simultaneous 

speech). He said when he learned about drilling,the first 

time he learned, he didn't know - - he never heard about itwhen 

he was living -- he lived in Barrow and alsoeast, a hundred 

miles away from Barrow, when he was small. There were hardly 

any white people at that time. Andhe said when he was growing 

up he was-- they were having hard timeof making livingmeet, 


you know, just living on hunting and all that. He said their 
~-

i parents had hardship in those years. And lateron when he got -
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w a s  a b l e  t o  work,gotolder,thenthewhitepeople came and 

s t a r t e d  o f f e r i n g  b e t t e r  b e t t e r  j o b s  I mean jobs ,  and 

l i v i n g  l i v ing  go t  ea s i e r  ( i nd i sce rn ib l e ) ,  andtheyweregiven 

some jobs,andthewhitepeople, some of them were w i l l i n g  t o  

helpthe Eskimo peopleout. 

(Mr. I t t a  speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He s a i dt h a tt h e s e  l a s t  few years 

hehasproblem now workingbecauseof h e ' s  n o t  r e t i r e d  y e t  

I mean ret i r ingage,buthe 'sgotpoorheal th .  Because of  h i s  

heal th ,he 'shavinghard t i m e  t r y i n g  t o  make thingsmeet. He 

s a i dt h i st h i n gs t a r t e da f t e rt h ep i p e l i n eg o tb u i l t .  Every 

everythinghas gone up i n  prices,  pr iceshave gone skyrocketed 

on anything. H e  i s  wondering i f  i f  i t ' s  f o rt h ep i p e l i n e  

tha t  t he  prices havegone up o r  i f  i t ' s  f o r  t h e  d r i l l i n g  r i g s  

t h a t  are high-priced. Are theyt ry ingto  make them pay f o r  

these by making prices go go so high in  every in  every-

thing? He he i s  he i s  sayingthattheNativepeopleneed 

whitegasto go anywhere t o  hunt,becausetheydon'tuse dog 

teamsanymore. And thewhitegas i s  t h r e et o  t h r e e  t o  four  

gal lons,  i s . .  .. 
H . O . :  Threetofourdol lars  a gallon?Three 

to  fou r  do l l a r s  	 a gallon? 

MR. ITTA: Yes. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: Threetofourdo l l a r s?  
_-

MR. ITTA: Yeah. 
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MRS. SOLOMON: White gas i s  threetofourdol la r  

a gal lon,  and they can ' t  res is t  frombuyinggasbecause i t ' s  

theonly way of t ravel ing with their  Skidoos that  they can go 

hunting. 

H.O. :  So hisconcern i s  tha tadd i t iona l  drilling 

would would br ing more changeand higher  pr ices  with respect  

t o  h i s  way of l i f e ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

(Mrs. Solomon and M r .  I t t a  speakInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He i s  t h a t  i s  thereasonhe 

i s  a g a i n s t  d r i l l i n g  t o  go on of fshore  on sea o r  i ce .  And he 

f ee l s  t he  p r i ces  w i l l  be  that  much higher if  there should be 

an accident  and because of d r i l l i n g  r i g s  ( p h ) ,  t h e y  have 

accidentswiththeirequipment.  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what he means. 

Then there  w i l l  be,depending on people on prices.He's 

s t i l l  talking about the ... 
H . O . :  Um-hum. 


M R S .  SOLOM-ON: . . . p r i c e s  of everythinggoing up. 


H.O. :  Um-hn. 


( M r .  I t t a  speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He sa ids ince  s incethe 

d r i l l i n gs t a r t e d ,t h e y  theAlaskatax was takenoff .  He 

he feels  that  has  helped him, when theAlaskatax was 

exempted. 

H.O.: The Alaska income tax.  
~~~ 

I 25 (Mr. I t t a  speaksInupiat) 
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MRS. SOLOMON: He sa id  eventhoughthey a r e  

f igh t ing  aga ins t  d r i l l i ng ,  t he  o i l  companies a r e  s t i l l  going 

aheadwi ththa t ,wi ththedr i l l ingfor  o i l .  H e  i s  wondering, 

i f  t h e  o i l  companies aregoing t o  d r i l l ,  he would l i k e  t o  see 

the  federa l  t ax  cu t  of f .  And hesaid when he when he was 

working,heused t o  take home onlyone-halfof h i s  paycheck, 

because r e s t  of i t  go t o  taxes ,  and h e  s a i d  i f  t h e  o i l  companies 

j u s t  wants t o  d r i l l ,  he would l i k e  t o  seesomething come from 

the  o i l  companies t o  helpoutwiththepeopleworking by taking 

outfedera l  income tax.  

H.O. :  I t h i n kt h a t ' s  beyond thescope of t h i s  

hear ing,  but  I think we understand what M r .  I t t a ' s  concerns 

a re .  And I ' m  going t o  suggestthat ,i fhehast ime,  when we 

when when we takeourbreak we haveotherpeoplescheduled 

t o  t e s t i f y  t h a t  maybe hemight l i k e  t o  chat with Marsha 

Bennett,who's on our  s ta f f  and who has  t r i ed  t o  coverthese 

concernsintheenvironmentalimpactstatement I mean t h i s  

kindofconcern withrespect  t o  t o  change. And you ' l lbe  

happy t o  t a l k  w i t h  M r .  I t t a ,  wouldn'tyou? 

(Mrs. Solomon speaksInupiat) 

H . O . :  I s  tha tsa t i s fac torywi thyou,  Mr. I t t a ?  

(Mrs. Solomon and Mr. I t t a  speakInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He saidhe knew thatheshouldn't  

heshouldn'thavementionedfederaltax,buthe hehad t o  

say it  becauseeveryyeareverything everything i s  going up 
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on s a l e s ,  t h e  p r i c e  i s  going up every year,  get t inghigher .  

H.O.: That ' s  true,  and w e  understandthat 

concern. Thank you very much. Does anyone elsehave any 

quest ionsor  o r  comments t o  M r .  I t t a ?  And i f  you w i l l  t a l k  

with Mrs. Bennett, I ' m  sure  that  she can show him where she ' s  

t r iedtoaddressthoseconcernsinhere .  Thank you very much. 

M r .  RobertHarcharek? Did I pronounceyour name co r rec t ly?  

Harcharek? I ' m  butchering it .  Representing Ukpeagvik Inupiat  

Corporation. 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  He's nothere .  

H.O. :  I see. Mr. DelbertRexford? 

DELBERT REXFORD 

t e s t i f i e d  as follows: 

MR. REXFORD: Good afternoon,panel. 

H.O.:  Thank you. 

MR. REXFORD: My name i s  DelbertRexford, and 

I ' m  a . .  . 
COURT REPORTER: Couldhe spe l l  h i s  l a s t  name, 

please? 

MR. REXFORD: Spe l l  my l a s t  name? R-e-x-f-o-r-d 

This i s  n o t  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  I ,  asanInupia t ,  a m  expressing 

deepconcernoveroffshoredril l ing on theBeaufortSea, and I 

w i l l  no t  claim t o  know the  E . I . S .  ofthe I d o n ' t  knowhow t o  

pronounce t h a t  f i e l d .  

H.O.: Diapir.  
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MR. REXFORD: Okay. You pronounced it for me. 

Of that of that statement. 

H.O. :  Okay. 

MR. REXFORD: I am a member of my father's 

whaling crew and I enjoy it. It is something that my children 


are learning to to enjoy and to live as their lifestyle. It 


is our overwhelming feeling the whaling crew feeds hundreds 


of Inupiat people. It is a feeling that
you cannot compare, to 


of victory, as the
the agonyof defeat and the thrill ABC Wide 

World of Sports network quotes during each presentation.We 


the Inupiat people
of the Arcticregion are a special breed of 


people. We as anation have advanced alongwith modern tech


nology, yet we are able to maintain
our status as a subsistence 


people. It is with deep sincerity I give you the following 


presentation. There are numerous social, economical and politi


cal impacts that the lease will have if it does occur. 


There will be positive aswell as negative impacts. I do not 


fear the positive impact the sale will have; however, I 


fear the negative impact that this lease will have. The 


positive impacton the social, economical and political affairs 


will be the availabilityof employment, funds for thehome 


ruled North Slope Borough government for capital improvement 


projects, funds for for the state as
well as the federal 


government. The negative impact this lease sale
will have are 

( numerous. There is the threat ofthe influx of outsiders who, 
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( 

when able  to  outvote  the Inupiat  people ,  w i l l  dominateour home 

ruledgovernment. In a speech by o u r  l a t e  Abraham Lincoln on 

May 19 ,  1856, hes ta ted :  "The b a l l o t  i s  s t rongerthanthebul le t  

And t h a t  i s  one of my many concerns, i s  thattheopeningof 

t h i s  f i e l d  w i l l  b r i n g  o u t s i d e r s  i n  and w e  nolonger w i l l  be the 

dominant societyintheNorthSlope Borough. There i s  the  

th rea t  ofgenocide,alcoholismincrease,alcoholanddrugrelate 

deaths. A majorconcern i s  thethreattothefeedinggrounds 

ofourmarine mammals, themigratorygroundsofthewhales. 

Quote: "HOW much tes t ing  bothers  the  whales ,  w e  don ' t  know, but 

we'reworriedthat i t  may dr ive  them offtheirnormalmigrating 

path,  a pa th  tha t  Inupia t  whalers  depend on," states D r .  Albert 

intheJanuary 2 7 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  i s sue  of the  Tundra Times NorthSlope 

Borough Newsletter.Ifthewhalingmigratoryroutegoes a 

d i f f e r e n t  way, t h i s  w i l l  make i t  more d i f f i c u l t  on the  Inupia t  

peopletokeepthe i rs ta tus  as subsistencepeople.  The Arc t ic  

Sloperegion i s  a cu l ture  of  i t s  own, separate  andonly compara

bletootherArct icSloperegions.  The g rea t  l a w  of c u l t u r e  

i s ,  l e t  each become a l l  tha t  he  was createdcapableofbeing. 

I f e e l  t h a t  a t  t imes  theoi lin- o i l  andgasindustryhas 

hasputl imitat ions on our  cu l ture  due to  the i r  cons i s t ency  

consistency of of over r id ing  ourdes i resfor  no t  t o  

l e t  them go outtotheBeaufort  Seaand d r i l l .  When theUnited 

S ta tes  government was formed, t he re  were d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  f o r  a l l  

people. I t  i s  unfortunatethattheUnitedStates  government 
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stole this land fromthe original owners. The United States 


government continues to steal whatever they desire from the 


human beings that show respect and
love for the land, the sea, 


the air, the marine mammals, the waterfowl
and the animals of 

our climate. On October 16th, 1854, in a speech by President 

Abraham Lincoln in Peoria, Illinois, the followingis quoted: 

"NO man is good enough to govern anotherman without that 

other's consent." At the same token, no culture is good enough 

to govern another culturewith that - - without that other's 

consent. I feel that the- - the white culture is intruding 

on the culture that the Inupiat peoplehave, because of their 


of their desire to go out to the Beaufort Sea and
and go 


offshore anddrill. The State of Alaska and the
oil industry 


continues to govern and dictate the
future future of  the 

Arctic Slope region and its inhabitants through the sale of 

oil and gas lease sales in the Arctic region.It is said, "There 


are no necessary evils in government; its evils exist only in 


its abuses. If it will confine itself to equal protection, and 


as heaven does itrains, showers its favors alike
on the high 


and the low, the rich and the poor,
it would be an unqualified 


blessing." This was stated by President Andrew Jackson. We 


do not have the equal protection that oil and gas industry 


has. We have seen the results of
justice in the United States 

of America to the American Indian and to the Inupiat people 

i in ANCSA. As a citizenof the United States of America, as 
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a concerned memberof the Inupiat tribe the native village 


of Barrow, I oppose any andall offshore drillingfor any pur


pose, exploratory or otherwise, because
it jeopardizes my life-


style as a subsistence people and
my children's futureas sub


sistence people. I thank you for the opportunity to let me 


speak on behalf of myself and my family, because we will be 


impacted by this lease sale if it does
go through. 

H . O . :  Thank you,Mr. Rexford. Where do you - -
where do you get your mail at? Barrow or... 

MR. REXFORD: Yes, I do. 

H.o.: Any other mailing address-- I mean box 

number? 

MR. REXFORD: Box 231, Barrow. 

H . O . :  Okay. Any commentsor questions to Mr. 

Rexford? Thank you very much f o r  your testimony. 

MR. REXFORD: Thank you very much. I’ll make 

copies. This is the only copyI have. 

H.O. :  Would you? We'd appreciate that. 

MR. REXFORD: Yes. Yes, I'll make copies right 

away. Thank you. 

H.O. :  Thank you. Mr. Kersman Peetook? Mr. 

Peetook? 

KERSMAN F. PEETOOK 

testified as follows: 

', MR. PEETOOK: Good afternoon, panel. 
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H.O.: Your l a s t  name i s  spelledP-e-e-t-o-o-k? 

MR. PEETOOK: 0-0-k. 

H . O . :  Okay. 

MR. PEETOOK: I ' m  from Wainwright,Wainwright. 

Alaska. And I ' m  commissioner f o r  AWC. And my main point  i s  

thatthefoodchains of theanimals ,i f  i f  maybe you can.. 

(speaksInupiat)  My main point  i s  thefoodchains ... 
H . O . :  The foodchain? 

MR. PEETOOK: Urn-hum. 

H.O.:  Of the  ... 
MR. PEETOOK: Animals. 

H.O.: Animals offshore? 

MR. PEETOOK: Any kindofanimals. 

H.O.:  Okay. Par t icular lywhales? 

MR. PEETOOK: Urn-hum. (speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: His . most concern i s  aboutthe 

feeding,feedinghabits andwhat they  ea t ,  of whales and the 

smallf ish.  If and he i s  rea l lyaga ins ttha t ,becausetha t  

i s  where these  spec ies  feed ,tha t  i n  a reas  up the re  where 

they'regoingto drill, And he i s  againstthedri l l ingbecause 

because of thefoodtheyeat. They if theyhavenothing 

t o  ea t ,thenthey ' l ld i sappear ,thesmal l  mammals o r  f i shes  o r  

b i rds  w i l l  disappear.  

H.O.: He'sspeakingoftheHarrison Bay area 

i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  
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MR. PEETOOK: Anywhere along the coast. 

H.O.: Anywhere along the coast? 


MR. PEETOOK: Yes. I've seen (speaks Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He said thewhales and the wal

ruses and (indiscernible) sealwill -- will no longer be around 

if they their feeding groundis damaged. 

(Mr. Peetook speaks Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He is against this drillingbe

cause of the species thatwill be endangered. He is against it 

before they find a way to remedy the spillage of oil. 

(Mr. Peetook speaks Inupiat) 


M R S .  SOLOMON: He is against the drilling where 

where it is designated... 
(Mr. Peetook andMrs. Solomon speak Inupiat) 


M R S .  SOLOMON: 'He is against drilling around 

near Teshekpuk, because he knows there's strong current in that 

area and the ocean isdeep. And way - - way out from offshore. 

H.O.: How far? 


M R S .  SOLOMON: I mean... 

H.O.: How far offshore? 


MR. PEETOOK: It says over here it's about 

thirty -- thirty-seven miles south.If I'm right, that little 

block is about threemiles, that little block. 

H.O.: This -- this farthest... 
MR. PEETOOK:Yes. 
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H.O. :  . . . p o i n t ?  


MR. REID: YOU you you f e e l  t h a t  t h a t ' s  


too  f a r  o u t ,  i s  	t h a t  what you'resaying? 

MR. PEETOOK: That ' s  what I was saying. 

MR. REID: Okay. 

( M r .  PeetookspeaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He saidthattheocean i s  deep 

and even s ix t een  f ee t  i s  deep, and the theicepressure  i s  

verystrong,andhe'sagainstdril l ingbeforetheycaninvent 

something t o  s toptheaccident  of o i l .  He i s  r ea l lyaga ins t  

thatbeforetheycanfindsomethingtocleanthe o i l  s p i l l ,  

t h a t ' s  what he means. 

(Mr. PeetookspeaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He i s  con- h e ' s  alwayscon

cerned whenever t h e r e ' s  when he has  to  ta lk  about  the  smallest 

of t h e  l i t t l e  a n i m a l s ,  from theverysmallest  t o  thebigger ones 

because i f  the smaller  animals  that  other  animals  feed on d i s 

appear,thenthelargerones w i l l  a lsodisappear .That ' s  

that  he says he 's  that  he'sconcernedevery t i m e  when there’s 

a hehastospeak. He's concernedabouttheverysmallest 

animals. 

H.O. :  The l i t t l ek r i l l ?  

MR. PEETOOK: Thanks,thanks for yourtime. 

Thank you. 

H.O.: Thank you, M r .  Peetook. Any comments o r  
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questions? Thank you very much. The next person -- I realize 

we're running a bit late, butI think we'llmake it up. The 

next person is Mr. Michael Jeffreyfrom Alaska Legal Services. 

MR. JEFFREY: Thank you, Miss -- Madam Chairman. 

I prefer to speak later on, ifI may. (ph) 

H.O.: All right. Has Mr. Robert Harcharek come 

break and stand in recessin? Let's take about a five-minute for 


five minutes. 


(Off record) 


(On record) 


H.O.: And the next witness is Arnold Brower, 


Junior. Thank you.

/ 

ARNOLD BROWER, JR. 


testified as follows: 


MR. BROWER: Good afternoon. My name is Arnold 

Brower, Junior, and I'm pretty familiarwith the book. And 

and I'vemade several testimonieson -- in reference to the-

book andwhat I have seen from testimonies
from the o i l  companies 

on behalfof saving expense onoil and gas leasingin Anchorage 


and other places. I can concur with the statements that the 


but
North Slope Borough has made, I want to emphasize more on 

the leasingareas in front ofHal- - - between Halkett and 

Oliktok area, because of the impactand - - that theice has 

had in thatarea, and it's not known in a historical sense as 

I far backas the inception of the State ofAlaska, and that 
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what technologythattheindustryhas,  i t  onlyhassince it came 

totheNorth Slope.  And t h a t  w e  I myselfcarr iedthehis tory 

on my own behalf from s ince  I w a s  e ight  or  n ine  years  o ld ,  

when I s t a r t e d  a s  a whalecrew member i n  my f a t h e r ' s  and my 

grandfather'swhaling whalingcrew, Al Hobson'sand my 

fatherArnold Brower, Senior ' s .  The i cep res su re  i s  something 

that  cannot  be measured by any so f a r ,  t h a t  I have known, 

a l l  technology that now research and the industry has on lack 

evidence of completeknowledgeofwhat the  ice  pressure  can  do. 

Forinstance,that  some yearsbackago,that some whaling 

crewwere l o s t  i n  s e a  by ice  pressure  r idges  forming  in  f ront  of 

t h e i r  camp and it d idn ' t  appea r  l i ke  i t  was formingtoo much, 

so theystayedthere.  And while duringthisformation was 

going on and the pressure r idge was goingnot so much i n  t h e  

f ront ,  bu t  they  d id  not  t h e  p e o p l e  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  

r idge  pressure r idge w a s  forming on the bot tom side,  on the  

subsurfaceoftheice.  And t h i s  happened I ' m  p re t tysu re  

the  theseniorpeoplehavecomplete knowledgeof the  da te  

and when t h i s  happened. But t h i s  i s  brought down t o  me through 

knowledgefrom my from my grandfather and my f a t h e r ,  t h a t  

these peop le  were lost  because when tha t  pressure  r idge  on the  

sub- on the  submerged r idge was forming,ratherthanpi l ing 

up on top,  was p i l i n g  on thebottom. The it  p i l e d  so much 

down t h e r e  t h a t  i t  had t o  f l o a t  up. Even i f  t h e  i c e  was s i x  

f ee t  t h i ck ,  t ha t  t h ing  cave  in  and cameupmaybe f i f t y  y a r d s  o r  
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f i f t y  f e e t  back of t he  t en t  and folded up and turned the thing 

upsidedown, the  whole i cer idge .  And peoplethatwere some 

of them were s t i l l  s leeping,  some some tha t  weren ' t  s leep ing ,  

were l o s t  w i t h  a l l  of t h e  equipment.These a r e  some of the  

minor things some of thethingsthathasnotevenbeen 

researched. The in tense  thesa l twaterf reshicedoesnot  

j u s t  have a medium pressure.  The more compact i t  ge t s  on the 

pressurer idge  a rea ,the  more force  tha t ' sdeve loping ,l ike  a 

ba l loon  tha t ' s  gonna pop,  and i t ' l l  g i v e ,  n o t  i n  j u s t  t h a t  a r e a ,  

but i t '  11 give maybe from the shorel ine area andpush it up. 

And I f a i l  t o  see I havereadinthe some of thepagesin 

the D i a p i r  F i e ld  ImpactStatement t h a t  t h a t  ABSORB has some 

technology of c leaning up possibly cleaning upsome o i l  

s p i l l  t h a t  h a s  contain i t  a l l .  But when I l i s t e n e d  t o  the  

las t  t es t imony tha t  that  they had I mean a br ief  argue 

o r  something,thatwent on i n  Anchorage,theyfailedto compre

hend o r  t o  give a foolproofcleanuptechnologyin i n  j u s t  

an i c e  a f l a t  i c e  a r e a .  What I am envisoningright  now i s  

that  an impossibi l i ty  of  evencapping a broken r i g  i f  o i l  was 

found in  the Beaufort  Sea i n  t h e  proposedleasearea,because 

you are dealing with an area where i f  a t  t h e  t i m e  i t  should 

break o r  i t  shouldgive, you a re  look ing  a t  some forty-below 

weatherwithprobably some winds a t  l e a s t  twentyknots. And you 

have t o  look a t  a l l  t h o s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  andyour t h e r e  j u s t  
~ 

( i s n ' t  a l l  t h a t  much f a c i l i t y ,  even i f  i t ' s  mobile, t o  c lean i t  u 
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And the o i l  s p i l l ,  i t  might t h a t ' s  gonna happen,havesuch 

a detrimentalimpactthat what Rossman (ph) and theseother  

people  that  have tes t i f ied before  me, t h a t  i f  o i l  shou ld  se t t l e  

down to  theocean  f loor ,  i t ' s  gonna a f f ec t  t he  theclams 

and theotheraddi t ionalthingsthat  foodsthatthesea 

mammals depend on i n  t h e  ocean f l o o r  of theBeaufortSea. And 

from my experience,this  w i l l  i f  t h i s  l e a s e  s a l e  goesthrough 

i t  w i l l  take a precedence on other  offshore lease sales  in  the 

Chukchi a rea ,  and thathasthe same it  w i l l  havethe same 

detrimentalimpact on theecosystems of the ourmarine l i f e  

c y c l e s ,  a l l  even t o  thelakes where ther iverdra ins  out  o f .  

And I th ink  tha t  addi t iona l  research  andexperiment on gravel  

islands have t o  bereviewed o r  researched t o  see what impact 

thewatercurrents w i l l  have. And I am n o t  t o t a l l y  i n  opposition 

t o  t he  a rea  in  i n  in s ide - the  Bar r i e r  I s l ands ,  on on 

t h e  i s l a n d s  i t s e l f ,  b u t  on the  where there 'swater  on the  

Beaufort Sea i t s e l f .  So my statement i s  t h a t  I opposethelease 

s a l e  beyondwhat anything beyond even i t ' s  on s t a t e l i n e , ( p  

beyond theBarr ierIs lands andbeyond theland. Thank you. 

H.O. :  J u s t  a moment. Would you sayagain 

you sa id  between Cape Halket t  andwhere? You had a p a r t i c u l a r  

concern  wi th  respec t  t o . . .  

MR. BROWER: Well ... 

H.O. :  ...i cer idges .  


MR. BROWER: I saythatbecausethat ' stheonly 
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H . O . :  Oh, I see.OliktokPoint,  i s  t h a t  what 

you. .. 
MR. BROWER: Well, i t  it looksl ike  from tha t  

a rea  to  Cape Halkett .  

MR. REID:  Well, I I... 
H.O. :  Youmean thewhole area? 

MR. REID: Are you ta lkingaboutthe whole area 

t h a t ' s  proposed? -

MR. BROWER: Yes. 

M R . .  REID:  The whole a reatha t ' sproposed?
( '  

MR. BROWER: Yeah. Well, I ' m  notsaying i t  

r igh t ,then .  From Prudhoe Bay t o  lookslikeSmith Bay. 

and 

a t .  

MR. REID: Okay. The whole a r e at h a t ' s  proposed 

and you ' resayingouts idetheBarr ierIs lands,largely? 

MR. BROWER: Yeah. 

H.O.: Okay. 

MR. BROWER: Yes. 

MR. REID:  Okay. 

H.O.: I misunderstood. 

MR. REID: I ' l l  leavetha thereforpeopleto  look 

H.O.: Okay. Thank you. 
. .  

i MR. BROWER: Well,the I ' m  not  I hadn ' t  
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to
seen theseparts over from Midway Island Flaxman Island. 

That areaover there has even stronger currentsin comparison 

to the proposed-- large proposedarea of the lease sale. So 

I'm in total opposition of whole lease area. 

MR. REID: Any - - okay. Again, you're talking 

about outside the Barrier Islands? 

MR. BROWER: Yes. 

MR. REID: Okay. Can I ask you one more ques

tion, Arnold? As you're as you're probably aware, on the 

twojoint Beaufort sale that occurred years ago in ' 7 9 ,  there 

was a stipulation that that gravel islands, experimental 

gravel islands, would haveto be constructed and withstand 

at least two winter seasons before they couldbe utilized 


outside of the Barrier Islands. 


MR. BROWER:Yeah. 

MR. REID: Would you see that as a possible 

way that this sale, if this sale took place,might proceed, 

with that kind of a -- with that kind of a requirement? 

MR. BROWER: Well, that's part of the research 

that I think I - - I mean -- that I'm referring towhen I say 

research, extensive- - well, whatever researchis required, not 

to drill butto put a platform out there evenjust to see what 

it'll do, and I ' m  pretty sure that thiskind of experiment, 

just to see what -- what kind of impacts the sea, youknow. 

Each year is never the same as theyear before in how -- how the 
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i c e  theshorefas t(ph)ices tays ,  so it  is depending on 

some of t h e  h i g h  r i s e  i n  t h e  t i d e  and the  windand the 

thesethings.  Sometime theyjus t  i f  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  even 

we have a minimal t i d e ,  b u t  i f  t h e r e ' s  a mimimal h igh  t ide ,  you 

know, it'll pick up our whole f a s t  i c e ,  s h o r e  i c e  and take i t  

6 out .  And when thathappens,then, you know, the  the young 

7 i c e  t h a t  s t a r t e d  i n  September o r  Octoberand was onshoreice 

8 i s  usua l ly  by March becomes s i x  f e e t  t h i c k ,  s ix  sometimes 

9 e igh t  f ee t  t h i ck ,  depending on where i f  there ' s  snowdr i f t ing  

10 involved. When thatkind of icegoesout and comes back in; 

11 t he re ' s  no t  much any kindof r i g  o r  some nothingcan hardly 

12 s t o p  t h a t ,  even i f .  you put  that  a s  many dozersas you want 

13 on theshorel ine.  

14 MR. R E I D :  Okay. Thank you. 

15 H.O.: Thank you. D o  you have a mailingaddress 

16 Arnold? 

17 MR. BROWER: Yes. Box 4 0 2 .  

18 H.O. :  Thank you. M r .  Ben Nungasak? Did I say 

19 your name cor rec t ly?  

20 M R S .  SOLOMON: He'skindofhard of hearing. 

21 H.O.: Oh. 

22 U N I D E N T I F I E D  VOICE: I’ll turn my wr i t t en  comments 

23 i n .  

24 H.O. :  Thank you. Thank you.-

I 25 BEN NUNGASAK 
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t e s t i f i e d  as follows: 

MR. NUNGASAK: Good afternoon. My name i s  Ben 

Nungasak. Maybe I couldhaveaninterpreter somehow. I don ' t  

speak much in  Engl i sh .  

H.O. :  Mrs. Solomon w i l l  bethere .  Wheredo you 

l i v e ,  M r .  sayyour name again? Nungasak?Nungasak? 

MR. NUNGASAK: Um-hum, Nungasak. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He's kindofhard of hearing. 

H.O. :  Um-hum. Where do you l i v e ?  

MR. NUNGASAK: A t  Barrow. -

H . O . :  A t  Barrow. 

MR. NUNGASAK: A l l  my l i f e .  68 years ,thatlong.  

(speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: F i r s t  f i r s tt h i n gh e  would like 

to  say ,  to  begin  wi th ,  i s  why th is  hardship  i s  coming upon us .  

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: H e  sa id  when t h e  o i l  f i r s t  came 

came aroundand when they were dr i l l ing d r i l l i n g  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e ,  i t  was i t  wasn ' tthatbadfor  a while.  It was 

good forthepeople .  But l a t e r  on, i t  came abouthavingto do 

with the mammals andlandanimals and sea.  

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: He sa id  wherethey wherethey 

p l a nt od r i l l  i s  where l o t s  of an imalsare ,there ,  mammals. And 

hesaidintheoceanthere  i s  a l o t  of a l l  k i n d s  ofspecies 
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in  the  ocean ,  a l l  around. 

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: Sincehe i s  o lde r  now and c a n ' t  

huntlikeheusedto,he s t i l l  wantstheanimalspreserved so 

the youngerpeoplecankeep on hunting, and he  i s  always happy 

when t h e r e ' s  a catch of big animals  l ike whales .  

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He i s  wondering why they want 

t o  d r i l l  a t  t ha t  ce r t a in  p l ace  wherethey wheretheyhave 

marked. He sa idhedon ' t  want dr i l l ingtherebecausehe  knows 

thesea i s  seacanberough when i t ' s  --when it gets rough 

and the  cu r ren t  i s  strong,can do anythingwithouteventhehelp 

of the wind. The current  i s  so s t rongtha t  i t  can damage any-

thing. 

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: Well,hedon't want thefeeding 

- feeding place of mammals and a l l  kinds of mammals, sea 

mammals, t o  be damaged by d r i l l i n g .  He i s  r ea l lyaga ins tthe  

d r i l l i n g  and he opposes  dr i l l ing there .  

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He s a i dt h i s  t h i s  hehasn't 

gone throughanepisodelikethis,aboutpeoplewanting t o  d r i l l  

and a l l  t h a t ,  i n  h i s  i n  h i s  l i f e ,  when he  w a s  growingup, 

buthesaidhe i f  and theynevergotany o i l  from up 
-

( t h e r e ,  b u t  o i l  was broughtin by shipment, by the  sh ips  o r  the 
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a i rp lanes ,  and theonly way they  can  ge t  o i l  was trading with 

fox skins .  

(Mrs. Solomon and M r .  Nungasak speakInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: He was talkingaboutkerosene 

and gas. 

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He saidinthosedaysgas and 

kerosene w a s  verycheap,but now sometimes the re  -- h e ' s  even 

a f r a i d  t o  gasup, t o  f i l l  up hiscarort ruck,becausethe 

p r i ce  i s  so high.He'skindofreluctantto  go up thereto-gas 

up h i s  hisonlytransportat ion.  And h e ' s  wondering why the 

pr ice  i s  so high now. 
(' 

( M r .  Nungasak speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He has I t h inktha t ' sthe  

end of what he hasto talk about,  but he wants 

more. He oppose d r i l l i n gi nt h eo f f s h o r e .  

MR. NUNGASAK: Thank you.-

H.O.: Thank you.Thank you, 

Johnny Aiken? You s p e l l  your name A-i-k-e-n? 

MR. AIKEN: Yes. 

t o  say i t  once 

Ms. Solomon. 

H.O. :  And what i s  youraddress, M r .  Aiken? 


MR. AIKEN:  Box 494.  


H.O.: Barrow? 


MR. A I K E N :  I ' m  from here.  

~~ 

H.O. : Um-hm. 
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JOHNNY AIKEN 

t e s t i f i e d  as follows: 

MR. AIKEN: From Barrow. I usedtobe a b i r d  

hunter when I was a kid.  I had f i v e  dog f i v e  dogsandthey 

were my dog team. I have grown up herehunt ingbirds ,  lemmings, 

f ish,car ibou,whale ,  and as I havebeengrowing up I thought 

I was lo s ing  my s i g h t .  I s t a r t edlos ing  what I was growing up 

wi th :b i rds ,  lemming, f i s h .  And those were my ac tua lth ings  

I used tohunt .  Now now I am los ing  them from t h i s  o i l  

d r i l l i n g .  Andwhen I goup inland,  go f i s h i n g ,  you s t a r t  

g e t t i n gc a t f i s h .  Those a reunusualinourr ivers  up inland. 

You s t a r t  ge t t i ngtheseca t f i sh .  And thoseca t f i sh  are always 

on theocean,not on r i v e r s .  And I was wondering why you s t a r t  

g e t t i n gc a t f i s hi nt h er i v e r s .  I think some something's 

t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  we're moving up ins tead  of  our  or ig ina l  f i sh  

t h a t  a r e  i n  t h e  r i v e r s .  And I haven'tseenthat very many 

lemmings, but  I used t o  ge t  when I was a kid.Don'tseevery 

many of them around. And car ibou ,there ' snottha t  many around. 

I don ' t  know. Some yearsago,mighthavebeenfourorfive year 

ago,probablyin on Christmastime,the ice came up r i g h t  

nex t  t o  th i s  bu i ld ing ,  t he  Youth Center, and almost h i t  t h e  

bui lding and the re  was many peoplein i t .  And i t  came up,ever) 

body went outwondering what t h e  r a t t l e  was about. Almost h i t  

thebuilding.There was a l o t  ofpeople i n  i t .  And thecurrent 

i s  very ,veryfas t  and very veryswift .  It  can h i t  p l a c e s  
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tha ta reunpredic tab le .  The cur ren t  i s  veryunpredictable.  

And the re  w a s  a p re t ty  (ph )  i s l and  tha t  w a s  made, Duck Is land 

Two. Thiscurrent  was strongenough, it couldprobably it  

was i f  it i f  i t ' s  you sayyour i t ' s  s t rong and 

s turdy.  Maybe ouroceancouldpushthatislandout.There 

i s  a poss ib i l i ty .That  would bestrong. And on Duck Is land 

One, I guess ,there  wereducks migratingaroundthere.  They 

were layingeggs. And thatis landsank.  And I know one place 

inPo in t  Hope, theold townsite i s  sinking. And Point Lay, 
-

I guess,  i t ' s  g o t  doesn'thave a verysturdyplace where 

t h e y ' r el i v i n g .  And i ft h i si s l a n ds a n k ,  Duck Is land  Two sank, 

wouldn ' tthatbe making a t o t a lm i s t a k e ,d r i l l i n gt h e r e ?  And 

t h e r e ' s  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  i f  you s t r u c k  o i l  t h e r e  and ( ind i s 

ce rn ib l e  - cough) t h a t  o i l  went ou t ,  t he re  would be no more 

o i l  down and tha ti s l and  would'be s inking.There 'sthat  

possibi l i ty .There 'sis landsaroundthats ink.Actual ly ,  

t h e  town of Point Hope i s  sinking. And t h e r e ' s  so many other  

placesthatmightbesinking,too. And I j u s td o n ' t  know. I ' m  

not  I don' t  know what t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  by g e t t i n g  o i l .  

I guesstohave warmth and everything. But i s n ' t  t h a t  a l i t t l e  

too much, j u s t  t o  go somewhere d r i l l  and maybe you're making 

prepara t ionto  go outerspace, I don' t  know. And i t ' s  ju s tno t  

r ea l .I ' veneve r  had todea lwi thgasol ine .  I had a dog team. 

They were theywere they'resmartdogs. They can go any-

where theywant. 
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H.O.:  Do you still have the dog team? 

MR. AIKEN: Unh-unh. I lost 'em, ever since the 

pipeline, PrudhoeBay. And I'm losing sight. Maybe all the 

whales will turn the otherway, too, go on Russia side. And 

their migrating ison our land on our ocean. It's been there 

centuries and centuries. My grandfather taughtme how to whale, 

a
and I haven't even shot at whale yet, won't even (ph) harpoon 


yet. Am I going to be doing that in the future? Thank you. 


H.O. :  Thank you, Mr. Aiken. Mr. Ross Ahngasuk? 

Ahngasuk? Mr. Ahngasuk,you spell your name A-h-n-g... -

ROSS AHNGASUK 


testified as follows: 


MR. AHNGASUK: A-h-n-g-a-s-u-k. 

H.O.: S-u-k. Thank you. And you live in 

Barrow? 

MR. AHNGASUK: I was born in Barrow and I'm 

getting oldin Barrow. 


H.O. :  So am I. 

MR. AHNGASUK: I'll use my own tongue and she 

will translate e it. 


H.O. :  Fine. Thank you. 

(Mr. Ahngasuk speaks Inupiat) 


MRS. SOLOMON: He said we -- he said we have 

been talking we have been speaking, and help sometimes 


people from other towns in and we discuss this, but --
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about d r i l l i n g ,  and t h e ya r es t i l la g a i n s t  i t .  They a r e  he 

i s  a g a i n s t  d r i l l i n g  i n  t h e  i s l a n d  ( ind iscern ib le )i s land ,  

and he i s  wondering how the testimonies are being taken. 

H.O.: I don'tunderstand. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He sa id  he hehashad made 

so many testimonies,  I guess, and he ' s  ... 
H . O . :  I see. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: ...wonderingwhat'shappeningto 

all t h a t .  I mean.. . 
H . O . :  What why so  many differenthear ings? 

MRS. SOLOMON: .. . j u s t  keep on talkingabout 

them,yeah. 

H . O . :  Yeah. Te l l  him t h a t  we have t h a t  

thehearingshave t o  be heldforeveryproposedleasingarea, 

and t h i s  i s  a differentarea,al though it  may not  seem so t o  

him,from the  from thejointBeaufortareathat  t h a t  was 

d r i l l e d ,- o r  i s  be ing  dr i l led  now. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: Proposed. Can you explain p ro -

posed s a l e  t o  me? 

H.O.:  Tocome perhaps t o  come. 

MRS. SOLOMON: Urn-hum. (speaksInupiat)  Did 

you say  the  dr i l l ing  had already started? 

H.O. :  There i s  the re  i s  d r i l l i n gi n  i n  

thejointBeaufortarea t o  theeas t  of t h i sa rea .  We'retalking 

i 25 aboutHarrison Bay, general ly ,here .  
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(Mrs. Solomon and Mr. Ahngasuk speak Inupiat) 


M R S .  SOLOMON: He was -- he was ona trip up 

towards the east.He went up there. He said when -- when they 

passed through-- when they passed throughPitt Point and Smith 

Point to Prudhoe, he saw oil rigs all along in aline. 

(Mr. Ahngasuk speaks Inupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He saw them on the shoreline and 

in the land, right -- right closeto each other. 

H.O.:  On - - on w h a t  what is called the Arctic 

Petroleum Reserve, Naval Petroleum National Petroleum Reserve? 

M R S .  SOLOMON: I don't know. 

H.O.: (simultaneousspeech) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He's talking about all the - - the 

groups around the shore. 

(Mrs. Solomon and Mr. Ahngasuk speak Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He was flying. He saw the rigs 

from theair. -

H.O.: Okay. At Prudhoe (simultaneous speech). 

MRS. SOLOMON: No, it wasn't Prudhoe Bay. 

H.O.: On the way to Prudhoe Bay. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: (simultaneous speech) Yes. 

H.O.: So it could be NPRA? 

MR. BOUDREAU: Yes. There have been a number 

along - - through NPRA (simultaneous speech)... 
H.O.: On shore, though, not offshore? 
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MRS. SOLOMON: Yes, onshore. 

H.O.: Onshore. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

H.O.:  Okay.Thank you. 

MRS. SOLOMON: And fromPrudhoethey went t o  

Cross Island. 

H.O. :  Um-hum. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: There there  was there  were 

some peop le  aga ins t  d r i l l i ng  in  i n  t h e  s i t e  where they planned 

t o  d r i l l  and t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  goingaheadwiththat, eventhough 

thepeopleareagainst  i t .  

(Mr. Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He sa id  when they went t o  Cross 

Island, he knows he knows that place before and heardabout 

i t .  He saidhe Cross Is land i s  small and narrow and t h e r e ' s  

and there  i s  a l o t  of water from it  towards t h e - s h o r e l i n e ,  

and i n  t h a t  widearea of water i s  where they-- there .  i s  ooglook 

seal ,birds ,smallanimals ,white  whitewhale, a l l  k i n d s  of 

speciesthat  intheocean,  and t h a t ' s  where t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of 

mammals gatheredthere.  

(Mr. Ahngasuk speaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: He saidduringthespringtime, 

-~ t h ef a l l ,t h e  ducks s t aythe re  t o  hatch.That 's  where they have 

t h e i r  h a b i t a t .  
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H.O.: A t  CrossIsland? 

M R S .  SOLOMON: CrossIsland. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He ' saga ins td r i l l i ngin  Cross  

Is land and on theoffshorebecausehe i s  a na- an Eskimo and 

l i ves  he re .  

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He wants tosay  whathehas men

t ioned before  to  oil companies,andhewants to  say  it  again. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaks -Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: H e  i s  sayinghehassaidthis 

before andhewants to say it again,becausethepeople up here 

don'thavegardensthattheycanliveofffrom, and hesaid 

he i s  he i s  an Eskimo and h e ' s  l ike  he  sa id  before ,  he  

wants tosaythatthewhitepeoplehavegardens t o  grow t h e i r  

l ivel ihood,  andhe heused t o  wonder why what they would 

do i f  they were stoppedfromgrowinggardensfor from having 

a garden. And h e  s a i d  t h e  o i l  companieshave notgivenanear 

t o  l i s ten  t o  thepleasofthe Eskimo people,becausetheocean 

i s  l i k e  t h e i r  garden. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He s a i d  i f  i f  he i f  he goes 

t o  Lower 48 and s t a r t  t e l l i ng  the  peop le  the re  he  p l ans  t o  do 

something somethingabouttheirgardens to  the i r  ga rdens . .  

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 
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M R S .  SOLOMON: H e  s a id  andhe knows thepeople 

who own gardenswherethey grow what they have to  eat ,  i f  they 

hear him say that ,  he  knows t h a t  r i g h t  away they w i l l  c a l l  t h e  

cops to  p i ck  him up. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He i s  sayingthateventhoughthe 

peoplehereare a r e  concernedaboutthesea,they s t i l l  want 

t o  d r i l l  i n  sp i t e  of t he i r  t a lk ing  aga ins t  d r i l l i ng ,  why even 

though the  sea i s  the i rl ive l ihood.  

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaks -Inupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: H e  s a i dt h eo i l  companies a re  

drawing up s o  many thousands of oil where t h e y ' r e  d r i l l i n g  ... 
( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: I t ' s  been q u i t e  a whilesince 

o i l  hasbeengoingtooutsideofAlaska. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: Aftertheyhavedrainedourland 

of o i l ,  t h e y  s t i l l  want t o  d r i l l  o f f s h o r e  and and damage 

the small animals o r  tha t  the  b ig  an imals  l ive  off from. 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 
-. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: H e  wants tosay  i t  aga in ,tha t  

t h e  o i l  companies or  people  tha t  a re  a f te r  o i l  look  a t  the Native 

p e o p l e  l i k e  t h e y  a r e  l i t t l e  bunch of children,eventhough 

theyhavegreyhair. They haveno I think I would use 

“respec t , "  because  tha t ' s  what he ' s  t ry ing  to  ge t  ac ross ,  no 

R&RCOURTREPORTERS 

8 IO -N-STREET P.O. s o x  I208 3550 AIRPORT WAY. SUITE 2% 
ANCHORAGE. A L A S K A  99501 F A I R B A N K S ,  A L A S K A  99707 F A I R B A N K S .  A L A S K A  99707 

277-0572 452-3589 479-3 136 
~ ~~~~ ~ ~~ ~~~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~~ 

i 



- -  

- -  

-- 

- -  

-- 

A L A S K A   

-56- 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-

~~ 

respect  for  the elder ly  people .  

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He sa idthe  people of Barrow or  

d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s ,  i f  t h e y  would pul l  tog  e ther ,  then what they 

are t ry ing  to  ge t  across  w i l l  have more e f f ec t .  

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: And h e ' sa l s o  wondering why 

thepeoplethatalways go out of Barrow t o  go tomeetings some-

where e l s e  and do not  showupwhen t h e r e ' s  a meetinggoing on 
-i n  l o c a l  loca l ly .  

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: Why don'tthesepeople want t o  

come t o  themeetings and help the Native people that are here 

to these meetings that are having a rea l ly  hard  time t ry ing  to  

convince the other parties? 

( M r .  Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: I f  i f  anythingshould happen 

t o  t h e  h a b i t a t  of whales, i fthereshouldbeaccidents ,then 

the small animals w i l l  beendangeredorkilledoffandthenthe 

bigger animals w i l l  be hu r t .  

(Mr. Ahngasuk speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He j u s t  found o u tt h a tt h i s  

this panel here has never heard has never heard the previous 

tes t imonies  tha t  are madeby these same peop le ,  some of these 

same people, and he i s  h e  j u s t  h a s  t o  make thattestimony. 
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H.O.: We appreciate that. 


(Mr. Ahngasuk speaks Inupiat) 


MRS. SOLOMON: He is won- -- he is saying that 

if -- if the meetings like this areare written andput in 

newpapers, then there might be somepeople, white or Native 


people, thatare willing to help out. 


(Mr. Ahngasuk speaks Inupiat) 


MRS. SOLOMON: He hasn't any further messageto 

give, buthe wants to standwith his co- -- co-Native people 

no matter what happens them. -to 


H.O.: Thank you, Mr. Ahngasuk. 


MR. AHNGASUK: Thank you. 

H.O.: Thank you. Thank you, Mrs. Solomon. 

Thomas S. Nusunginya? Nusunginya? I think I probably put the 

accent on the wrongplace. Say your name f o r  me. 

THOMAS S. NUSUNGINYA 

testified as follows: 

MR. NUSUNGINYA: Nusunginya. 

H.O.: Nusunginya. N-u-s-u-n-g-i-n-y-a? 


MR. NUSUNGINYA: Right. 

H.O.: Thank you. 


MR. NUSUNGINYA: I was born and raised in 

Barrow. (speaks Inupiat) I'll speak in Inupiat first and 

then I'll translate it. 

H.O.: And you'll translate it? All right. 
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Tel l  t e l l  m e  where where you ge t  your mail, M r .  i n  

Barrow? 

MR. NUSUNGINYA: Yeah. F i f ty- f ive .  

H.O.: Box 55, a l l  r i g h t .  Thank you. Go 

ahead. 

MR. NUSUNGINYA: Well, I'm gonna ask you one 

thing. I s  there  anybody here knows anythingaboutice dynamics 

o r  oceandynamics? 

H.O.: I ' m  su retha t  t h a t  some ofthe 

studies people on my s t a f f  who are hea r  l i s t en ing  know about 

i c e  dynamics. I can ' t  speak forthepanel .  I ' m  not  a s c i e n t i s t  

MR. NUSUNGINYA: Yes. (speaksInupiat)  Is there 

anybody herecapableofanswering my questions on i c e  i c e  

conditions and currents,subsurfacecurrentsand.. .  

H.O.: I ' m  su retha t  you canspeak t o  some 

of thes ta f fpeoplea tthebreak .  The purposeofthehearing 

i s  for  us  to  hear  from you aboutanyinformation you have t h a t  

would he lp  us  to  make a bet ter  s ta tement  of theimpacts of t h i s  

proposedleasing. 

MR. NUSUNGINYA: I a m  absolutely opposed t ot h e  

offshoredevelopment. I must de l iver  you know, I must ge t  

that  point  across .  

-~ -
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eventof a blowout, how can you contain how can you g e t  

yourscrubbing up operat ions going i f  you havecurrentsgoing 

i n  a l l  e r r a t i c  d i r e c t i o n s ,  you know?One one current  which 

couldbe on thesurfacecould go i n  one d i rec t ion .  Anothersub

surfacecurrentcan go i n  a complete completelytheother 

way around. But withthesecondi t ions,  I can ' ts ee  how you 

cangetyourscrubbingoperationsgoingto a point  where i t ' s  

feasible.  Inupiat)(speaks 

H.O. :  You don ' t  knowhow it  f r u s t r a t e s  m e  not 

t o  be able to understand you. -

MR. NUSUNGINYA: I ' m  j u s t  t r a n s l a t i n g  what I 

jus tsa id ,inInupia t .( speaksInupia t )  My mother was born 

born  r igh t  there  in  Cape Halket t ,  and t h a t ' s  oneof my b ig  

concernedareas. I don ' t  wantany offshore development out 

there  of any kind,'cause I cansee a l l  t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  in -

f a l l i b l e  I cansee a l l  some of the  th ings  tha t  you c a n ' t  

overcome. Ocean c u r r e n t sa r ee r r a t i c .  The fur therin land  you 

go i n ,t h e  more e r r a t i cthecur ren t sa rea .I fthe  i f  i f  

thecurrent  t i d e  i s  incoming, it 'll b r i n g  t h e  o i l  i n t o  t h e  

channels ,r ivers .I f  i t ' s  outgoing, it 'll d i s s ipa t eou tinthe  

ocean,but it 'll bring up thehydrocarbonlevel t o  a t o  a 

point where i t ' s  tox ictobio ta ,p lankton ,  and up up the 

ladder of t he  ocean cycle .  With thesefactorsgoingagainst  

you, how can yougo on and say, "Okay. We'regoingahead. We 
~~ 

I 25 won't l i s t e n  t o  you people. We won ' tl i s t ento  you aborigines 
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up here,"'cause I can safelysay we a re  th i rd -c l a s s  c i t i zens  

of theUnitedStates.  We are.  You t e l l  me, howcome people 

born and p a r t l y  p a r t i a l l y  r a i s e d ,  l i k e  i n  Prudhoe Bay, how 

come theydon't  haveanything?That i s  thegrounds of being 

a th i rd -c l a s sc i t i zen .  Thank you. 

H.O.: Thank you. M r .  Kenneth Toovak?Toovak? 

Mr. Toovak? 

KENNETH TOOVAK 

t e s t i f i ed  a s  fo l lows :  

MR. TOOVAK: Yes. My name i s  KennethToovak. 

welcome you i n  t h e  Barrow vi l lage  here .  

H.O.: Thank you. 

MR. TOOVAK: I l ivedhere  58 years .That ' sa l l  

my l i f e t ime .  But sometimes I f e e l  l i k e  I know most of every-

thing. Know t h a t  i t  f r eezeince r t a int ime ,  snow mel tin  

cer ta int ime,but  i t  neverhappen,though. Kind of hard t o  

saywhat t he  wind w i l l  do nextday, so I learned I I 

learned that  much i n  my l i fe t ime. ,  Kindof hardtosaywhat's 

gonna what the wind w i l l  do nextday,asfaras I ' m  concerned 

Maybe weatherman would know, but ... 
H . O . :  They don'thave a very good record. 


MR. TOOVAK: But back i n  1937 o r  '38,  i cep i l ed  


up t o  thebeach. Tremendous, i t  was a tremendous p i l e  back i n  

' 3 7  or  ' 3 8 .  But sincethatt ime i t  p i l ed  up t h i s  and there,but 

i t  never  pi led up t h a t  bad. 
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H.O. :  Here i n  Barrow? 

MR. TOOVAK: Here i n  Barrow. So instance(ph) 

l i k e  I worked forArcticContractor Days (ph) .That ' sthela te  

begins on t h el a t e  1 9 4 0 ' s .  Inthose days I was equipment 

operator.  So we had t o  make a channel, human-made channel, so 

thebargescould go i n  and out of thelagoon t o  out l i g h t  (ph 

reachthecargo when the Navy shipused t o  come in ,  ra ther  than  

thebarges.  They hadthoselight l i g h t  c r a f t s ,  what they 

c a l l  L.C.M.s and thebarges.  So I was the equipmentoperator 

a t  the time and running a dozer when they drew a dredgewith a 

drag l ine ,  and human made.But every storm i t  f i l l e d  back in .  

It  plugged up again. So tha t  means the humanmade the wind 

don ' ts a t i s fy  a humanmade channels.(speaksInupiat)  And 

t h i s  sand movement out a tthepoint ,abouteightmiles  from 

here on thenorthside of Noovook (ph) where the  i t  i t  

cu t  on thenorthside.  I t ' s  tremendous cu t .  Back i n  1945 we 

putthe the  theradarta rge tthere .  I was working for  

theCoastal(indiscernible)Survey.(ph) So we pu tth i st a rge t  

and, oh, heck, it was a good hundred f e e t  from the edge of the 

bank the re ,  and tha t  t a rge t  hadbeen in  the dr ink due t o  the 

erosion of t he  thebeach. So I would say a good 250 f e e t  

o r  more hasbeencut,that  I haveseen i n  my l i f e t ime .  And on 

thewestside of of tha ta rea  of  the  Noovook, on  thewest 

s ide ,  I usedtorun a boa t . - - boa t s  fo r  Browers on my ear ly  

ear lydays ,ear lypar t  of 1 9 4 0 ' s .  We had totakethosein-board 
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30-footboats when the  wind picked up from nor theas te r ly  

wind. I used toruntheboat  and thenshel terthatboatbehind 

tha t  ahook from thenor theas te r ly  wind. And I used 

t o  be way back in .  So now theneares t  t he  nea res t ,  I would 

guess ,addi t ioninthatbeach,  good 1500 f ee t  add i t ion  on the 

west s ide  of t h a t  tha tpoin t .That ' s  a l o t  of tremendous 

movement i n  a t  t h a t  a tt h ep o i n t .T h a t ' ss t r i c t l y  what 

I haveseenmyselfpersonally. I don ' t  knowhow the  i ce  i s l and  

made w i l l  holdthe wind, thecurrent .  A s  I t a l k e d  e a r l i e r ,  

mentioned e a r l i e r ,  on thatchannel,  homemade I meanhuman 

made channel, i t  don ' t  l i ke  t o  beopened,then what I want i t  

t o  then what 'thepeople want i t  t o .  I think it  wouldbe the 

same thing on the man-made is land.  For i n s t ance ,l i ke  one time, 

I forgot  exact ly  what year,but anyway somewhere around 1 9 7 0 ,  

' 7 4 ,  ' 7 5 ,  year of " 7 5 ,  n e a r e s t - t h a t  I couldsay,thattheice 

one of theicebreakersanchoredoffshorehereinthe summer 

months.-- I bel ieve i t  was the Northwind icebreaker and the 

i c e  came and thesouth,southwest was kind of a b i t  breezythat 

day. Oh heck, i t  wasn ' tthat  even much more thanten t o  

twelvemiles an hour,the wind. But thecurrent  butthe 

current with a l i t t l e  b i t  of awind the icebreaker was 

anchoredoffshore and l o s t  hisanchor. The chainbroke. So that 

mustbe q u i t e  a qu i t e  a qu i te  a haza rd  in  tha t  i n  t h a t  

r i gh tthe re ,tha ti ce  jamming againstthaticebreaker .  So 
-~. 

( I don ' t  knowhow good the home-made human-made i c e  i s l a n d  will 
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take it .  Maybe i t  needsquite a fewpoundsofchainstohold 

it o r  something forsupport .  And I u s et h i s  exampleabout the 

abouttheseducks, what t h e y ' r e  c a l l e d  s t e l l a r  e i d e r s .  

Back i n  when I was beginning to be a boy, my parents,  they 

owned a canoe. So we have t o  godown the  coas t  when the when 

they- -af te r  a l l  theicecaved. We had t o  h a u l  some driftwood 

f o r  when winteruse,alongthecoastline.Thereusedtobe 

some t h e s e  s t e l l a r  e i d e r s  j u s t  bunched up i n  one spot ,  another 

bunch,anotherbunch,inthe summer months, a f te rtheynes t ing  

i n  t h e  i n  the  up inland. They s tayedalongthiscoast

l i n e  i n  a b i g  bunch, youknow, i n  bunches,bunch,bunch. But 

f o r  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  that I have known haveseen my person-

a l l y ,  I haven'tseen any f lockalongthisshorel ineforthe 

l a s t  few years .  I don ' t  know what what became ofthose 

ducks. I got  two yearsthat  I 'have hearthatthebarges 

have l o s t  and l o s t  some o i l ,  t ransport ing o i l  down south. 

I don ' t  know whathappened. It must be maybe the the  

ducks gotcaught by t h i s  oil. I don ' t  know. Who knows? I don't 

Maybe some ofknow. somebody denyingfrom down south. Maybe 

t h e s e  s c i e n t i s t s  would know. But theyare  I haven'theard 

any maybe thepeople deny f o r  some reason, maybe. Sameway 

w i t h  these t h e s e  l i t t l e  b i r d s ,  s n i p e s .  Used tobeinthe  fall, 

alongthebeach,justhundreds of i t ,  alongthebeach, you know 

intheocean. Butsame same thing.They'regone. Maybe 

you ' l l  s ee  oneor two t h e r e ,  t h i s  and there,butnothundreds 
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anymore. Then again, maybe somebody denysto tell me. I don't 

know. Maybe it's something thatmaybe -- I'd like to see some-

body tellme, wrote me a letterwhat happened. Maybe people 

know about it. 

H.O. :  How -- how much has the Barrow area 

grown in population since you've livedhere in the last50 

years? 

MR. TOOVAK: Oh, I don't know. I -- when I was 

a boy, I -- I never really really could find out whatwas the 

population, but-- but when I was a boy, beginning to be a boy, 

I would say -- the closestI would maybe roughly guess wouldbe 


c - somewhere around,oh, eight, nine hundred, when I was a boy. 

H . O .  : Um-hum. 

MR. TOOVAK: So it's tremendous change. 

H.O. :  Um-hum. . 

MR. TOOVAK: And from a hardship hardship in 

a lifetime to bettermentin our lifetime. Betterment, but
-

we people can't satisfy each the will (ph) of each other, you 

know. We fight each otherfor some reason. I think we're getting 


too wise, maybe. I don't know. That's all I have. 


H.O.: Thank you very much. Any questions or 


comments? Okay. Thank you very much. 

MR. TOOVAK:Um-hum. 

H.O. :  Mr. Isaac Kayutak? Is it Isaac or Issac? 

( MR. KAYUTAK:Isaac. 
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H.O. : With two "A"s? 


MR. KAYUTAK: Yeah. 


H.O. :  Okay. K-a-y-u-t-a-k? 


MR. KAYUTAK: K-a-y-u-t-a-k. 


H.O. :  Thank you. Go ahead. 


ISAAC KAYUTAK 

testified as follows: 

MR. KAYUTAK: First of all, I'd like to know 

what panelyou are and why you're hear. 

H.O.: Oh, all right. I'm sorry you missed-our 


opening statement. We're representing the Department of the 


Interior. Our purpose is to take commentson a Draft Environ


mental Impact Statement for proposed offshore 


c 
oil and gasleasing 


in the Harrison Bay area in the map that's before you.
And SO 


any knowledge thatyou have or 'information thatyou have,if 


you've reviewed the statement can help usto correct itor 


make it better or any information you have that can help 


us in the final environmental impact statement, is what we are 


really after. 


MR. KAYUTAK:Okay. 

H . O . :  Do you live in Barrow? 

MR. KAYUTAK: I work here in Barrow. I grew 

up in the village called Wainwright, which is
right near Barrow 

I H.O. :  Where do you get your mail? 
1 MR. KAYUTAK: I get my mail here at Post Office 
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Box 437. 

H.O.: A l l  r i g h t .  Thank you. Go ahead. 

MR. KAYUTAK: I ' d  l i k e  t o  mention thatwhile  

a l ltheseleasesalesaregoingon,theInupiatpeople  and their 

Inupiat  governmentshave a lawsuit  against  the United States.  

And a t  t h i s  t ime ,  t he  United S ta t e s  and the  S ta t e  of Alaska have 

alreadyleasedland and pa r t  of our ocean totheindustry.  And 

i n  yourenvironmentalimpactstatementhere, i t  saysthatthere  

w i l l  be a blowout. We know t h a t .  And tha thu r t s  me very much, 

because I know t h a t ,  too.  There w i l l  be a blowout.Therehave 

beenblowouts,notserious a t  t h i s  timebecausethewellswere 

not  deepand the rea ren ' tt ha t  many wel l s  a t  th i st ime.  And 

I ' m  a t  t he  po in t  of breaking and los ing  my patience with the 

UnitedStates and theSta te  of Alaskaas an Inupiat .  And I am 

wondering i f  I should go fu r the r  on t o  saythattheUnited 

States  has  broken their  t rust  with the Eskimos,because when the 

s a l e  wasmade from Russia t o  the United States  on the  S ta t e  

of Alaska, which a t  t h a t  time was so ld  as  the  Ter r i to ry  of 

Alaska, it p la in lys ta tesnor th  of  thePorcupineRiver, Yukon 

River and the  Kuskokwim RivertheRussiansdidnotsell ,  because 

they had not conquered us. That' s one of the  t r u s t s  t h a t  have 

beenbroken by theUnitedStates ,foratthist ime we are  in

vaded. We arebeingtaxed by theUnitedStates and theSta te  

ofAlaska. We areUni tedSta tesc i t izens ,yes ,  b u t  we arenot  
/ 

property of theUnitedStates,for we a r e  one people and we 
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cannotbebroken by countries,suchastheRussians,the Canadians, 

theUnitedStates and Denmark. We a r e  one peoplewith one 

common bond,one language, one l i f e s t y l e ,  andyou a r e  a t h r e a t  

t o  ourpeople. With t h i s  impactstatement you have ca l led  

Diapir  Field,  you are  saying and pract ic ing cul tural  genocide 

on theInupia t .In  a 

people. And theArct ic  

the Atlant ic  Ocean,and 

Ocean and the  At lan t ic  

Arctic Ocean,andwhich 

shor te r  word, you aredestroying one 

Ocean, i t  feedsthePaci f ic  Ocean and 

i f  t h e  A r c t i c  Ocean ever  dies ,  the Pacific 

Ocean w i l l  no longerbefed by the 

means the United States w i l l  not be only 

answerable t o  the Eskimos, bu ta l so  t o  Russia,Japan,China, 


a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  Europeand the  whole wor ld ,  because you 


w i l l  have kil ledtheocean. Hydrocarbondevelopment a t  t h i s  


time i s  not a safeenergy,nor i s  i t  cheap.There a resa fe r  


energies and cheaperones. And a t  t h i s  timetheUnitedStates 


i s  suppressingthoseenergies from beingusedbecause of the 


a v a i l a b i l i t y  of hydrocarbondevelopment. And i t ' s  nogood.Are 


we going t o  bec i t izens  ofsuch a country? Will youbea citizen 


of tha tcount rytha tprac t icetha t?  You know, t h e r e  i s  a l o t  of 


t r u s t  brokenbetween the United States,  the State of Alaska,  


and theInupiats .  They havehad l e a s e  s a l e s  and t h a t ' s  no good, 


withoutourpermission,againstourwishes,justbecause one 


lousypiece of paper was signedwithoutourconsent. ANCSA does 


notdis t inguish me as  an Inupiat .  The UnitedStates i s  very 


i scarya tth i st ime t o  us. We cannot make ananimal.Yes, we 
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can make a loca t ion  and synthetically reproduce i t ,  but we cannot 

reproduceananimal, and you a r e  a l l  aware of t h i s  as a panel. 

And w i l l  you be a panel that  has s tood  i n  f r o n t  of the Inupiat  

and sa id ,  "Let me hearyou," and turnaround and go back t o  

the Department of t he  In t e r io r  and thishasbeen okayed. Will 

you besuch a panel? I would never want t o  be.'Cause you a re  

notonlygoing t o  pract ice  cul tural  genocide;  you w i l l  k i l l  t h e  

whole world.  This l i t t l e  square i s  notthebeginning,noris  i t  

theend,which you want t o  ca l lt heDiap i r  F i e ld ,the  proposed 

o i l  and gasleaseSale 71 .  It w i l l  range a l l  t h e  way fromNew

foundland, a l l  t h e  way t o  Mexico, theseleasesa les .  And a t  this 

t imeCal i forn iai sf igh t ingthe  Department of I n t e r i o r .  I t ' s  

notonlythe Eskimos now.The wholeworld i s  catchingon. I t ' s  

amazing thepeoplehave n o t  gone v io len t  wi th  the i r  own govern

ment. Is it  becausetheytrust  them? No, I thinkthepeople 

aresmarterthanthe government. They knowwhen you l i e  and when 

you- don' t ,  ' cause it catches up with youno matter what youwant 

t o  be.We're ju s tInup ia t ,t herea lpeop le .  We havewitnesses 

from time immemorial how th island  was formed. We have s t o r i e s  
-

of how themountainswereformed, how the land was formed,even 

though theymightbefolktalesto you. Whenwe askyourscien

t i s t s ,  "How o ld  i s  t h i s  rock  he re?"  and they t e l l  u s  t he  age ,  

and we t e l l  'em why therock i s  there .  You see,  w e  a r e  f a r  

surpassedyour number f igures .  And i n  your number f igu res ,  one 

i n  a mi l l ion  i s  no t  trueforblowouts.  I a l s o  know the manwho 
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designedyourgravelislandsandyouriceislands,for I have 

l i ved  wi th  tha t  man and h is  fami ly  and I have to ld  him what I 

know. And hehas gone he reto  Barrow,hehas gone i n t o  Canada, 

hehas gone i n t o  Newfoundland,and hehasstudiedthestrength 

of t h e  i c e ,  and h e  t e l l s  m e  theonly way t o  s t o p  a f loa t ing  piece 

of i c e  which i s  just  f loat ing ten square miles  would be withan 

atom bomb, and a t  t h i s  timetheworld i s  notready t o  s top  tha t  

orhearof i t .  And t h i s  i s  what i t  would taketoprotectyour 

i ce  i s l ands ,  yourgravelislands andthoseBarrierIslands,  i s  

an atom bomb t o  s t o p  t h a t  much force.  I a m  j u s t  a hunter and I 

a l so  work fo r  a l iv ing .  

H.O. : Wheredo you work? 

MR. KAYUTAK: ' Iwork fo r  I.C.A.S. I ' m  t h e i r  

executivesecretary.  And I ' v e  gone t o  a l l  yourschools,your 

c i t i e s .  I cansurvive 'em. I b e t  you won'tevenwalk down t o  

the open lead(ph)outherewith m e  and come back. I can do 

t h a t ,  j u s t  walk down and come back. You, yourself,won'teven 

attempttogetoutoftheroad andwalk down totheshore .  I 

know t h a t .I ' v e  watched you a l l .  You might take a p ic ture  o r  

two, but  you won'teven go out  there  and see how f a r  how 

th i cktheice  i s  orseewhat 'sundertheice.  I know what 's  

undertheice. I knowhow togetthatinformation.  

H.O.: Would you l iketogiveus  some of t h a t  

information? 

MR. KAYUTAK: A t  t h i s  time I do not  havetime. 
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H.O.: I see. 

MR. KAYUTAK: You see, it would t a k ei n  my 

language a few minutes,inyourlanguage a couple of years.  

H.O. :  Do you haveanythingthatcouldbe he lp

f u lt ou s ?  I appreciateyour. . .  

MR. KAYUTAK: Like I t o l d  you, t h i s  i s  out of 

order .Thisleasesale  i s  out of order  and it shouldnever have 

beenbroughtup,because we are i n  l i t i g a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  United 

S ta tes  and the  State  of Alaska. And you a r e ,  you know,privateer

ing in  our  lands andocean. 

H . O . :  I respectyourpoint of view. Do you 

haveanything else? 

MR. KAYUTAK: It  i s  n o tj u s t  my point  ofview. 

I t  i s  my land and my ocean, and you ' re  say ing  th i s  to  me, and 

i t ' s  not good enough. A t  t h i s  t i m e  I want t o  hear from you as  

a pane l  t ha t  t h i s  l ea se  sa l e  w i l l  nothappen;otherwise,our 

information i s  justnothingagain.  It’s j u s th o t  a i r .  I n  the , 

beginning we d i d n ' t  want them t o  d r i l l  on ourland. They 

d r i l l e d .  We didnot  want them t o  d r i l l  i n  ourocean. Now they 

made anexcuse of theBarr ierIs lands.They ' realreadyinthe 

Barr ierIs lands.  Our f i sha rein fec t ed .  I don' t  knowhow bad 

offourplankton i s  a t  th i st ime.  We havecrazycaribou because 

of development on land. Crazy b i rds .  What more doyou want t o  

~ do, make crazypeopleout of us?That i s  what I want toshare  

w i t h  you. Your impacthasalreadyhappened,andbeforethe 
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development happened. Thank you.even (applause) 

H.O.: M r .  Lloyd Ahvakana? 

COURT REPORTER: Excuse me.Can we go offthe 

record  for  a minute? 

H.O.: Yes. We want t o  go of ftherecordfor  a 

moment whileshechangesthetape. 

(Offrecord) 

(On record) 

H.O.: A l l  r i g h t .  M r .  Ahvakana? 


MR. AHVAKANA: Yes. 


H.O.: You'respeakingforthe f o r  Mayor 


Brower? 

MR. AHVAKANA: Right. 

H . O . :  A l l  Right. 

LLOYD AHVAKANA 

t e s t i f i e d  as follows: 

MR. AHVAKANA: I ' m  reading I ' m  gonna j u s t  

readhiss ta tement 	here.  It was made by him. 

H.O.: A l l  r i gh t .  

MR. AHVAKANA: "Good afternoonEsther Esther 

Wunnicke and members of theAlaska OCS Off ice .  I welcomeyou 

t o  my home, Barrow,Alaska. I am Eugene Brower, Mayor of the 

North S lope  Borough,Chairman ofthe Eskimo WhalingCommission, 

Presidentofthe Barrow Whaling Captains,  and a whalingcaptain 

and a subsistencehunter.  I am obl igated and takepleasurein  
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serving and providingfor my people, the Inupiats. I am here to 


address the negative impact
oil and gas developmentis having 


and will continue to have on the Arctic environment andon my 


people. This development is either planned or occurring in the 


Beaufort Sea, Chukchi Sea, Bering Sea and their adjacent coast-


lines. It encompasses and surrounds the critical habitat of
the 


bowhead whale and the habitatof the Inupiat people. As you 


well know, the Inupiats have existed along thenorthern and 


western coast of Alaska
for many thousands of years. This 


existence is basedon subsistence andhas culturally tiedus to 


the bowheadwhale and to the restof the marine and animal life 


of our land. The people (sic) of marine and animal life
has 


already been affected byoil and gas development. This develop 


ment has also forced the bowhead
whale to migrate further off 


the coastlineof Barrow. Should these trends continue, the 


source oflife for my people
will decrease andwe will have to 

suffer with it. The reason for this is that on the North Slope 

there isno viable long-term subsistence for-- substitute for 

subsistence. We have very few renewable resources. Our renew-

able resource comesfrom the sea and the land. We have some 

negative - - Native arts, which are dependentupon the subsisten 

activities. Manufacturing is not economical here on the North 

Slope. Although thereis presently a case economyin Barrow, 

it has come with oil and will probably leavewith it. This 

could occur in4 0  to 50 years. At that time the Inupiatswill 
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be left to surviveon subsistence or suffer the indignity of 


welfare. In serving and providingfor my people, I cannot 


condone or allow this to happen. For these reasons, I person-


ally oppose the proposed oil and gas lease 71. However, 


I am a realist. Over the past have
80 years the American people 


become culturally dependent upon the automobile and to
relatively 


inexpensive gasolinemuch the same as the dependent
Inupiat are 


upon the bowheadwhale to survive. The reduction of Inupiat 


to a dead culture is not sufficient
reason in the eyes of the 

United States to stop the proposed Sale71. Therefore, the 

position of the North Slope Borough is that there shouldbe a 


minimum delay of at least two years. This would allow the 


Borough to implement its coastal management program, the scien


tific communities to conduct additional Arctic research and the 


federal governmentto fully develop a national Arctic policy. 


The coastal management program, additional research and
an 


Arctic policywill better enablethe-UnitedStates government 


to assess the cumulative impact on this development
on the 


Arctic environment and the Inupiat people to hopefully prevent 


their cultural extinction. The North Slope Boroughwill submit 


written commentsto support this position. 


H.O. :  Thank you, Mr. Ahvakana. Thank Mayor 

Brower for us. 

MR. AHVAKANA: I respectfully submit thisto you. 

1 H.O.: Yes, please. Thank you. We'll give that 
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to the reporter. And you'llbe submitting otherwritten test


imony. 


MR. AHVAKANA: Okay, fine. 

H.O.: Thank you, Mr. Ahvakana. It's five 


o'clock. We'll stand in recess for about ten minutes and
if 


there are other people
who have signed up to testify, we'll 


come backin about ten minutes. 


(Off record) 


(On record) 


H . O . :  Mr. Daniel Leavitt would like to testify. 

After Mr. Leavitt testifies,is there anyone elsein the audience 

who wouldlike to testifybefore seven o'clock? 

M R S .  SOLOMON: (indiscernible - too far from 

microphone) 

H.O. :  Oh, all right. 

M R S .  SOLOMON:Yeah.(speaksInupiat) 

H.O. :  All right. Thank you. Mr. Daniel 

Leavitt? 

DANIEL LEAVITT 

testified as follows: 

MR. LEAVITT: My name is Daniel Leavitt. I was 

born 1916, June 25, in Barrow. (speaks Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He wants to talk abouthow an 

Inupiat lives. 

(Mr. Leavitt speaks Inupiat) 

R & R COURT REPORTERS 

. e?0 -W- S T R E n  P.O.B o x  1 2 0 8  3550 AIRPORT WAY.  SUITE 2 5 0  
A N C H O R A G E .F A I R B A N K S .9 9 5 0 1  A L A S K A  99707 FAIRBANKS.  ALASKA 99707 

277-0572 452-3589 4 7 9 - 3 1  36 ~ ~~~ 

~~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

-- - -  

-- 
- -  

-- 
-- 

-- 

- -  

-- 

- 7 5 - 


i, - - -

, 
i 

_-

I 

~~~~~ ~ ~ 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He was r a i sed  by Inupiatparents  

and hewould l i k e  t o  g e t  across  how to  the  pane l ,  how how 

they l ived in those days.  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: H i s  grandfather hisgrandfathe 

taught him abouttheocean and landandwhichone w a s  b e t t e r  

be t te r  p lace  to  hunt .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He had hehadtold him tha t  

i f  hel ived on theshore shorel ine,  it would be  eas ie r  for  

him t o  survivebecause of thehuntinghabit .(ph) 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: And he t o l d  him i f  hehunt interior 

I mean in  the  land ,  he  sa id  there  comes a time when the 

animalsdisappear. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: Whatever he was taught by h i s  

grandfather he .has found to be true bygoingthrough it  himself.  

( M r .  Leav i t tspeaksInup ia t )  

M R S .  SOLOMON: I nh i sl i f e t imehe  hadone one 

time when he had t o  go without food for three days,  and he 

rea l ized  it  i s  unbearableto go withoutany anythingtohunt 

for .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: And fo rtha tr eason  i t  i s  going t 
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behardfor him t o  sayyes, t o  go aheadand d r i l l  i n  t h a t  certain 

area,because of t h a t .  And hewants t o  havethepeopletakecar 

of the ocean the  bes t  way theycan. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He s a i di f  i f  i fthepeople  

l o s e  f o r  d r i l l i n g ,  i f  t h e y  go wentahead and d r i l l ed ,  t he  

Nativepeoplelose. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: I f  i ft h a t  happens,thetime 

w i l l  comewhen t h e i r  own people w i l l  besubjecttofamine. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: And hesaidhe i s  thinkingabout 

afterfightingthepeoplethatwants t o  d r i l l  and los ing ,  and 

i f  t h e r e ' s  a t h i r d  war goingon,what w i l l  the  what w i l l  the 

people do,  United s t a - what-wil ltheUnitedStates  do t o  

remedy i f  a d r i l l  has o i l  spi l l ,  because he knows no matter 

how big o r  strong a d r i l l- r i g  w i l l  be,  he knows t h a t  w i l l  be 

not  t rue ,  i t  can somethingcanhappen t o  i t .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: This t h i s  w i l l  be l i k e  a 

Chris t ian t o  thepeoplehere. What i ftheplanesarestopped 

and ships who car r iessuppl ies  t o  theNativepeople?Ifthey 

arestopped,afterdestroyingtheanimalsthat spec iesin  

theocean and in land ,  a f te rdes t roying  them,what i s  theretha t  

they w i l l  do t o  he lp  ou t ,  i f  t he re ' s  such a thing? 
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H.O.: I'm not sure I understand, Mrs. Solomon. 


UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I think what he's trying 


to say is that if transportation is over and there's
no sub


sistence resources,how will the people survive. 


H.O.: I see. I guess I wasn't understanding 


how he got to transportation being stopped. 


M R S .  SOLOMON: He said if there's a... 

H.O.: What would cause that? 


M R S .  SOLOMON: The war, third war. War. 

H.O. :  Oh, I beg your pardon. All right, okay. 

(Mrs. Solomon and Mr. Leavitt speak Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He was saying that if there should 

be a war and the ships and planes are not allowedto come to 

Barrow. .. 
H.O.: How would the people live? 


M R S .  SOLOMON: The people - - he said... 

(Mr. Leavitt speaks Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: And what will they do to help the 

Barrow people, Native people, if the transportation of foodis 


stopped? I mean supplies. 


H.O.: You're you're saying that the popu

lation isso great now that you cannot relyon - - on subsistence 

taking of animals and-- and mammals for the people without 

other food being sent in? 

(Mrs. Solomon andMr. Leavitt speak Inupiat) 
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MRS. SOLOMON: I think he s a i dt h a t  ... (speaks 

Inupia t ) .  

MR. LEAVITT: Yeah. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: He s a i dt h a ta f t e rt a k i n gt h e  

animals away, the ... 
H.O. :  I see. 

MRS. SOLOMON: ...from d r i l l i n g ,  when the animal 

a r e  k i l l e d  by o i l  s p i l l s  o r  whatever i t  i s .  He d idn ' t  mean 

t h a t . .  . 
(Mrs. Solomon and M r .  LeavittspeakInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: He sa idtha ti fthereshould  be 

a war,thepeople,aboutfivethousand of them, tha t  a r e  no t  

allowed t o  go back t o  t h e i r  ownhome home towns, hesaid 

there  w i l l  befamine. 

H . O . :  I begyourpardon? 

MR. REID:  I thinkhe 'sta lkingaboutthe worker 

i n  Prudhoe tha t  a re  here .  

H . O . :  Does he M r .  Leav i t t ?  

MRS. SOLOMON: He sa idtha tthe re  w i l l  be more 

people i f  t h e r e  shouldbe a d r i l l i n g  the re  w i l l  be more, maybe 

fivethousand more people from Lower 48 coming up here ,  and he’s 

ta lking about  that .  

H.O. :  Okay, I understandwhatyou'resaying. 
-. I was thinking that  you meant five thousand people who were born 

1 
.. - here and who were maybe concent ra ted  in  th i s  a rea ,  and and 
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would not  go back t o  t h e i r  t h e i r  t h e i r  own v i l l a g e s .  But 

you're talking about people who whocome i n  t o  work on the 

o i l  r i g s .  I see,  okay. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He s a i d  i f  i f  a war should 

have s t a r t e d  and these peop le  c a n ' t  go back t o  t he i r  r e spec t ive  

homes, thenthey w i l l  have t o  befed by the Eskimo people that 

knowhow t o  survive and hunt. He sa id  tha t  t he re  will be tha t  

many more people to feed. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: He s a i di ft h e r e ' s  i ft h e r e ' s  

more d r i l l i n g  t o  happen here ,  there  w i l l  there  w i l l  be these 

peoplethatwon't evenhavetime t o  go backwherethey come 

from ifthereshould beawar. And t h e  the  they won' t 

bewarned aboutthe war t h a t ' s  -coming up i f  i f  i t  comes 

suddenly. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: What hisgrandfather  had t o l d  

him, most ofwhat he had said has  come t r u e ,  happened, and 

he be l ieves  tha t  there  there  w i l l  be a war real  soon,  because 

what his  grandfather  had said had come t rue .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS.  SOLOMON: He saidwhile  whilethese 

~ olderpeoplewereliving,there there  was caribou, and he 

i- sa id  there  w i l l  come a time when the caribou w i l l  no longer stay 
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up in  th i s  l and .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He t o l d  him af te rtheanimals  had 

got small  in number o r  disappeared,then a person w i l l  have t o  

think th ink  rea l  hard .  

9 (Mr . .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He saidthenthere  w i l l  behard 

hardship when t h i s  happens,andhe said he hasn' t  reached 

that ,  but  he added tha t  t h i s  has  l i k e  r i g h t  now i s  happening, 

because there 's  noanswer fo r  what what the people are 

discussing. 

H . O . :  He'sseen a l o t  of changes i n  h i s  l i f e -

time. 

(Mrs. Solomon and Mr. LeavittspeakInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: .He saidwhilehe was l i v i n g  u n t i l  

hereached 1 6  , t he re  was nothing t o  worry about. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: And r i g h t  now he hehas come 

t o  a t ime that  he has  to  l i k e  you peoplearethinking. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: He saidhecanl ivethe way the 

Caucasians l i v e  andhecan l i ve  the  way the Native people l ive.  

He has  t r ied  both  of them. 

(Mr. Leavi t t  and Mrs. Solomon speakInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: But once i n  a while but some-
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t imes he feels that  he should go back t o  t h e  way of l i v i n g  l i k e  

Inupiat .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: Then t h e r e ' s  no worr iesor . . .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: H e  s a id  you peoplehave some 

hardships,too,l ikethepeoplehave,butthis t h i s  t h i n g  

we're talking about and he don't  want want t o  lose the 

mammals i n  t h e  oceanand because most ofwhat i s  l e f t  i n  t h e  

landarealmostgone,too. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He i s  a l s o  a captain fo r  awhaling r 
Y 

crew. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

MRS. SOLOMON: And h i s  sons are takingover,  

learning how tohuntwhales,becausethey w i l l  betakingover. 

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He sa id  when you ' re  on a watch, 

watch out for whales to come up,andyou don ' t  see  anywhales 

fo r  24 hours ,  t ha t ' s  something that ' sreal lyalmostunbearable .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He would rathernotaccept  

acceptany money, even t o  go through a t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s .  

( M r .  LeavittspeaksInupiat)  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He i s  concernedfortheyounger 
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generation, about hunting. 

(Mr. Leavitt speaks Inupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: This is the final thing, buthe 

will haveto speak againwhen he has to some other time. 


H.O.: Thank you. Is - - Is Oliver Leavitt your 

son? Is Oliver Leavitt your son? 


MR. LEAVITT: No, he's my -- he's my nephew. 

H.O.: Nephew? 


MR. LEAVITT: Yeah. 

H.O.: Thank you, Mr. Leavitt, appreciate it. 


Thank you. 


MR. LEAVITT: Thank you, Alice. 

H.O.: There was someone elsewho wanted to 


testify. Will you spell his name for me, please? 


HORACE AHSOGEAK 


testified as follows: 


MR. AHSOGEAK: Horace Ahsogeak is myname and 

this is my... 


M R S .  SOLOMON: A-h-s-o-g-e-a-k. 


MR. AHSOGEAK: Um-hum. A-h-s-o-g-e-a-k. 


M R S .  SOLOMON: Horace. 

COURT REPORTER: What is his first name? 


MRS. SOLOMON:Horace. 


H.O.: Horace? 


MR. AHSOGEAK: Horace. 
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MRS. SOLOMON: That'sH-o-r-a-c-e. 


H . O . :  Yeah, butA-h-s-o-g-e-a-k? 


MRS. SOLOMON: A-h-s-o-g-e-a-k. 


H.O. :  Ahsogeak, r i g h t ?  


MRS. SOLOMON: Yes. 


H . O . :  Okay, a l lr i g h t .  


( M r .  Ahsogeak speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He would l iketothankthose  

people who t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  d r i l l i n g .  

( M r .  Ahsogeak speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He i s  opposed t o  d r i l l i n gi nt h e  

is lands and in  the .  sea ,  o f fshore .  

( M r .  Ahsogeak speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: He hewatch movie on i n  

Mexico t h a t  were washed ashore and sawsome ducks t h a t  were 

slaughtered by o i l  s p i l l ,  k i l l e d  by o i l .  

MR. AHSOGEAK: A few years ago.(speaksInupiat) 

MRS. SOLOMON: And he also watched when there  

was an o i l  s p i l l ,  t h e  whaleswere had t o  go throughthat 

t ha t  a r ea ,  and theydidn ' t  go throughbecause of the  oil spill. 

MR. AHSOGEAK: Well, i t ' s  a hundredmilelong, 

thir tymilewide,three hundred feetdeep,having(ph)cross 

there ,couldn ' t  make i t ,  becausethewhalethatdied. It  cost  

(ph)fortywhale, maybemore more thatwhale,  you know. A 

l o t  of whale. No more whale t o  huntundertheground.(ph) 
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Mexico.-- i n  Mexico man coming t o  here  to  he re  ( ind i s 

cern ib le )  fromMexico. He talkabout,they had l o t s  of whale 

on thebeach a l l  day long.That'swhathesay.(speaks 

Inupia t )  

M R S .  SOLOMON: He wants t o  ge tth i sac rossto  

young people, whathe sawon the  TV movie,because i t  i s  what 

the  young peopleshouldsee, what was what happenedover 

there .  And theycouldorderthefilm,becausehewants them 

t o  remember what he saw i n  t h a t  movie. And i f  they  want t o  

see i t ,  theycanorder i f  theycanorderthemovie,thefilm. 

(Mr. Ahsogeak speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: And hesaidifthereshould be 
( 	

an o i l  s p i l l ,  the  same thing w i l l  happen l i k e  i t  d id  in  Mexico. 

But h e  s a i d  i f  t h e r e ' s  an o i l  s p i l l ,  i t  w i l l  go c l e a r  up t o  

Canada. 

( M r .  Ahsogeak speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: H e  has a p i c t u r e  of an o i l  r i g  

that  has  f ive foundat ions,  o r  whatever, on it  i n  Norwegian 

Nor- Norway, maybe, t h a t  t h i s .  .. 
MR. AHSOGEAK: Yeah, Norway. 

M R S .  SOLOMON: That jus ts loppedover ,fe l l  

down. 

( M r .  Ahsogeak speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: And k i l ledover  one hundred 
~~ 

(.. people. 
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( M r .  Ahsogeak speaksInupiat) 

M R S .  SOLOMON: H e  wantsthese hewantsto 

getacrosstothe young people what he saw. And hehasn ' t  much 

to  say,  but  the people  here  has  said most of whatcanbe s a i d .  

MR. AHSOGEAK: Yeah. 

MR. R E I D :  Thank you. 

H.O. :  M r .  Hugo Engel? 

HUGO ENGEL 

t e s t i f i e d  as follows: 

MR. ENGEL: My name's Hugo Engel,and I would 

be a l i a r  t o  s a y  t h a t  I was anexpert on anything, and I j u s t  

thought I ' d  come over t h i s  eveningandshare a few of my ex

periences with you. 

H.O. :  Are you do you l i v e  i n  Barrow, M r .  

Engel? 

MR. ENGEL: Yes, m a ' a m .  I ' v e  beenherefor 

f i v e  y e a r s  t h i s  - month. 

H.O.:  Wheredoyou getyour mail? 

MR. ENGEL: P o s t  Off ice  Box 315. 

H.O. : Thank you. Go ahead. 

MR. ENGEL: Okay. I ' v e  been a lineman up here  

for the General Telephone Company for  a lmost  f ive years  now. 

And i t  was my experience four years ago l a s t  New Year's t h a t ,  

i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  I had fourdaysoff,  a t  8:30 i n  t h e  morning 

! my boss-cameovertothehouse and says,  "Hey,Hugo, we've got 
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a problem." And I was busysawing logsandtryingtoget  some 

s leep ,  and I guess--"Well,okay. What's the  problem?" And he 

goes,"Well,theice i s  moving. We've got  a pole down." This 

was about 8:30. Well, by about 9:30 w e  had l o s t  almostthe 

e n t i r e  s e r i e s  of u t i l i ty  po les  going  a l l  the  way down the 

beachoverhere on thewest end of town. And personal ly ,  I was 

qu i t e  amazed to  see  what a piece of ice could do t o  a u t i l i t y  

po letha t  was about a foot  and a h a l f  t o  two fee tind iameter ,  

and e s p e c i a l l y  i f  you take  in to  account  the  fac t  tha t  these  

same u t i l i t y  p o l e s  were f i f t y  t o  s e v e n t y - f i v e  f e e t ,  minimum, 

away from theac tua lshore l ine .  Some ofthesepoleswereas 

high as twenty f e e t  upa c l i f f  away from the  ocean. And not 

being a mathematician,there i s  no way I can t e l l  you how 

many millionsof pounds of force i t  would take  to  take  a piece 

of icethreefee t  th ick ,about  - twenty  fee tlong ,  and stand it  

on endand then flop it  over. 

H.O. :  That 'swith.  .. 
MR. ENGEL: And huge, massive pieces  of i c e ,  and 

theywerebeing shoved r i g h t  s t r a i g h t  up t h i s  c l i f f  and they 

were s t i l l  coming in .  We went ou tinthedarktore l ievethe  

tension on ourcables. A s  i t  turnedout ,  we ended up l o s i n g  a l l  

the  emergency serv icesforthec i tyof  Barrow. It i t  wiped 

out a par t icu lar  cab le  tha t  fed  the  f i re  depar tment ,  po l ice  

department,andtheentirewest end of town. We ended up 

i spendingthe whole weekend t ry ing  t o  put  everybodyback in to  
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service.  But i t  j u s t  r e f l e c t i n g  back on thedifferentt imes 

t h a t  I havebeenconfrontedwiththe powers ofMother Nature, 

havingalmostbeenburied i n  an avalanche, drowned out  in  the 

Pac i f i c  Ocean i n  t h e  middleof a typhoon when I was in  the  

service.  I was i n  t h e  c i t y  of New Orleans when ha l f  of i t  got 

flooded by HurricaneCamilleback i n  1969.  I I 'vewitnessed 

these different  things that  havehappened i n  my l i f e ,  and i t  

scares me. There i s  a power outtheretha t  i s  j u s t  beyond 

a l l  comprehension.And... 

H .O. :  What time of year what time of year 

was i t  when t h e  i c e  came i n  and ... 
MR. ENGEL: It was j u s t  a t  New Year's. 

H . O . :  A t  New Year's. I I guess I... 

MR. ENGEL: Yeah, i t  was j u s t  a t  New Year's. I t  

was e i t h e r  December 30th o r  December 31st.  And it wasn ' tjus t  

a smal li so la tedsec t ion .  This went a longforsevera lc i ty  

b locks ,  a l l  t he  way down t o  by the Youth Center down over 

here. I don' t  know i f  you know where the  Youth Center i s .  And 

then a l l  of a sudden, i t  just  abrupt ly  s topped where the  i ce  

had come i n  i n  one p a r t i c u l a r  d i r e c t i o n ,  and i t  wasn'tperpen

d i c u l a r  w i t h  t h e  beach a t  a l l .  It was running a t  a t  an odd 

anglealmostdirectlyout of thewest.  So it was scraping along 
22 the  beach and then coming up and in .  And i t  was it was 
24 s t range .Infac t ,  I wason a polewhiletheice was moving it 
25 around and i t  was qui tef r igh ten ing ,  I ' l l  t e l l  ya. Butyou know, 
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i 

t 

22 

24 

i 25 

I was r e l a t i n g  back on one guy tha t  d idn ' t  be l i eve  i t  had 

everhappened. It w a s  a guy I knew personal ly ,  guy by the 

name of Harry Truman. And I hadclimbed Mount SaintHelens, 

and t h a t  was where I was almost k i l l e d  i n  an avalancheback 

i n  May of ' 6 3 .  And Harry said i t  wouldn'thappen, and tha t  

whole mountainwent.There i s  a tremendous f o r c e  i n  t h i s  wor ld  

And I was t ry ing  to  ge t  some information from Mike Je f f r ey  

while they ' re  ta lk ing  of putt ingthesegravelpadsoutthere 

high highabovetheocean.I 'vealreadyseenthaticeclimb 

twenty feet .I 'vealreadyseen what i t  can do a f t e r  i t ' s  

climbed tha the ight .  I know the power behind i t ,  and it scares 

me.And I have a l o t  of respectforDaniel  andHorace and these 

people who havebeenhere so much longerthan I have. I have 

seen so  v e r y  l i t t l e .  How much more do I have t o  experience? 

But t h i s  i s  what I haveexperienced. I saw t h a ti c e .  I saw 

what i t  can do. And it  i s ,  i t ' s  awesome. B a s i c a l l y ,t h a t ' s  

what I wanted to  say.  

H.O. :  Thank you. T h a t ' sa l l  ... 
UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  May I ask one question from 

theaudience. We don'tnormally ... 
c H.O.:  You don'tnormally ... 

UNIDENTIFIED V O I C E :  (simultaneousspeech)but 

was the re  sho re  f a s t  i ce  zone (ph)  tha t  the  ice  was being pushed 

up over o r . .  . 
MR. ENGEL: There was almost nowarningwhatso
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ever. 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  I mean was there  a so l id  

f ront  of  ice that wasn't  moving t h a t  t h e  movable i c e  was being 

pushedoverthe t o p  and then.. . 
MR. ENGEL: No. 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  So therewasn't  a buffer  of 

t h a t . .  . 
MR. ENGEL: NO. 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Thank you. 

MR. ENGEL: It j u s t  s t a r t e d  moving and.. . 
H.O.: Thank you f o rt h a tc l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

MR. ENGEL: ...nobody r ea l lygo t  a warning.In 

f a c t ,  oneguy,he was goingouttoputhisgarbageout. He 

l i vedr igh tthe renex ttothe  Youth Center. And a l l  hesees i s  

this  massive wal l  of i c e  twenty fee t  h igh  coming a t  him, and it  

was making almost no noise whatsoever. 

-H.O.: Thank you. Is  there  anyone e l sehere  who 

would care t o  t e s t i f y  a t  t h i s  t i m e ?  I f  n o t ,  I bel ieve we w i l l  

s tand adjourned until  eight o 'clock, a t  which time w e ' l l  r e -

commence takingtestimony. Thank you a l l  very much. 

(Off record) 

( O n  record) 

H.O. :  We'reback on therecord now. For those 

of you who have come in  s ince  w e  began th i s  a f te rnoon ... Excuse 

me. For forthoseof you who have come i n  s i n c e  t h i s  a f t e r -
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noon, let me tell you again the purpose
of -- of this hearing. 

It's ahearing on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

for proposedoil and gas leasingin the Harrison Bay areain 


what is called the Diapir Field propose
oil and gas lease offer

ing number71 by the Departmentof the Interiorin the offshore 

Harrison Bayarea. Apparently there has been some confusion 

as towhat the purpose of the hearingis. It's to help the 

Department of the Interiorhave accurate facts and and good 

analysis in its environmental impact statement. So the specific 

of the hearing is to to correct any erroror to add any facts 


that you may havewith respect to the impacts that
can be fore-


seen of a decision
to leasein the Harrison Bay area offshore. 


I'd like to introduce the panel
again, for those ofyou who have 

come in late. Mr. Jerry Reid fromFish and Wildlife Service, 

also repre--- representing theAssistant Secretary forFish, 

Wildlife and Parks. Mr. Ralph Ainger from Washington, D.C., 

representing the Bureauof Land Management and the Assistant 


Secretary for Land and Water. And Mr. Barry Boudreau, repre


senting the Minerals Management Service. And I'm Esther
Wunnicke, 


manager of the Alaska Outer Continental Shelf Office.
We have 

a ten-minute time limiton testimony. We've not been enforcing 

it, in that - - that we haven't been too pressedwith the number 


of witnesses and have let peoplehave their say. Everything 


that you testify to will be transcribed verbatim. You also have 


the option of submitting additional comments
in writing, or if 
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you p r e f e r  n o t  t o  t e s t i f y  o r a l l y  andwant t o  submit a l l  a l l  

of yourtestimony inwr i t i ng ,  you may do so. Andwe w i l l  accept 

those wri t ten comments u n t i l  February 12th at the Alaska OCS 

Off ice ,  which i s  PostOffice Box 1159,  Anchorage. I f  you have 

wr i t ten  comments, we'd appreciateyourgiving a copy t o  t h e  

court  reporter  andwe'd a l s o  appreciate having three copies,  

which Miss Gott l ieb w i l l  take,  t o  ass i s t  our  s ta f f  in  incorpor

atingyourremarks and respondingtoyourremarks i n  t h e  f i n a l  

environmentalimpactstatement. The f i r s t  person who hassigned 
-4 

up t h i s  evening t o  t e s t i f y  i s  Mr. Warren Matumeak. Is  M r .  -
Matumeak here? Yes? 

M R S .  MONGOYAK: Before w e  begin, may I in t e rp re t  

H.O.: Yes, surely.  

M R S .  MONGOYAK: ...what you said?(speaks 

Inupiat)  

H.O.: Thank you, Emma. 

WARREN MATUMEAK 

t e s t i f i ed  a s  fo l lows :  

MR. MATUMEAK: My name i s  Warren Matumeak. I ' v e-

l ived her-e i n  Barrowmost of my l i f e .  I am theadminis t ra tor  


of the NorthSlope Borough interim(ph)zoningordinance.This 


ordinance,adopted by ourassembly,creates a geophysicalhazard 


sub-d i s t r i c t  beyond the12-meterwaterdepthwherepetroleum 


d r i l l i n g  i s  prohibi ted.  While thisordinancedoesnot specifically 


applytothearea you areproposing t o  lease ,  i t  i s  representa- 


R&RCOURTREPORTERS 

8 I O  -N-STREET P.O.B o x  1 2 0 8  3550 AIRPORT W A Y ,  SUITE 2 5 0  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 1  F A I R B A N K S .  A L A S K A  99707 F A I R B A N K S .  A L A S K A  99707 

277-0572 4S2-3S189 4 7 9 - 3 1  36 
~~~ ~ ~ ~ 



136 479-3  

they 

about 

in 

end 

to 

-92-


3 

c 

4 

c 

4 

C 
L 

E 


5 


E 


!l 

1c 

11 


12 


12 


14 


15 

16 


17 


1E 


19 


20 

21 

22 

29 

24 

25 

tive of-- of our policy regardingoil exploration andproduction 


seaward (ph) of the 12-meter depth. Representatives from the 


oil industry have assured us that they
have the technology to 


drill in deeper water and that have the capability to 


clean up oil spills. Currently, we do not accept either of 

-

these claims. Your environ- -- environmental impactstatement 

admits that very little is understood the frequency and 


extent of ice movement the land fast ice zone. We agree that 


very little is written about this subject and that industry 

.d 

does not understand it. We understand it. I myself have seen 

an oil - - ice override rightup to about 20-foot bluff, and 

this -- this area is just the far of this town, and it's 

just abluff; it doesn't have the -- the slope likean ice 

island would have. That iswhy we have prohibited oil explora

tion beyond twelve meters.This area is not safe for the kinds 

of activitieswhich we observe goingon nowin the Prudhoe Bay 

area, nor do we consider it safe for the kinds of structures 

we have seen proposed or constructedin the Canadian Beaufort. 

We have allowed a gravel island be built in twelve meters 

of water so that industrymay gain more knowledge of this area 

and so that theycan demonstrate their capabilities to us. 

Once we are satisfied that industryhas solved the problems 


of dealingwith initial (ph) environment, we would thenbe 


willing to consider those activities further out. Until that 


time, we must object to the selling
of leases in these areas. 
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Regarding the claim thatABSORB can clean up the oil spills, 

we feel that theycan handle the small ones okay, but not the 

larger ones. They have chemicals -- the absorbents the 

ABSORBS - - planned to use on some oil spills, and these disper

ents (ph). Now, disbursents can disburse the oil, but it doesn't 

clean it up. It's dirty. It will -- it will stick to other 

animals that that arein the water, the fish and whatever 

the mammals eat. So this -- this type of cleanupis no good. 

It -- it just -- it just -- it'll just hurt the animals. We 

want to work with the industryso that theymay better under-

stand whatwe are talking - - talking about andso  that we may 

feel comfortable in the extent of theirknowledge and capabili


ties. We are workingon a coastal management plan for our 


area and feel that the very minimum
you should do is to allow 


us to complete this plan
before you lease any areas beyond the 


12-meter water depth. Thank you. 


H.O.: Any questions or comments? What is the 


status of your coastal zone management plan now? 


- MR. MATUMEAK: Well, we -- we're still we're 

still at it, working hard. We've got people working at it all 

the time. 

H.O.: What when will it be presented to 

the state, or do you have a time? 

MR. MATUMEAK: Probably it will be completed 
.~ 

i sometime this summer, hopefully. 
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H.O.: Sometime t h i s  summer. 


MR. MATUMEAK: Then then i t ' s  go t t a  go 


through scrutiny again before the final 

H.O.: Okay.Thank you. 

(unidentified voice speaks Inupiat)  

MR. MATUMEAK: Okay.They 

i n  Eskimo, okay? 

H.O.: Really,thepurpose 

i s  fo r  t he  fortherecordhere.  

onecanbeadopted. 

want me t o  say t h i s  

/ 

of thehearing i s  

r 


I 

MR. MATUMEAK: Are we on t h ea i r ?  N o ?  - _  

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Some peopledon'tunder

stand what he 'ssaying.That ' s  why they want i t  in te rpre ted .  

H.O.: I I understandthat ,but  i t  i t ' s  

i t ' s  a publichearing and thepurpose i s  i s  toeducate 

the panel here.  

UNIDENTIFIED V O I C E :  But i t  a l s o  means tha tthe  

publicneeds t o  beabletounderstand. 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  R i g h t ,t h a t ' sr i g h t ,  so 

they won't make 	duplicate  .... 
H.O.: So theywon'tduplicatehistestimony? 

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Right. 

H.O. :  Okay. Go ahead. 

MR. MATUMEAK: Okay. This a r e  we on t h ea i r  

o r  not?  

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Yes. 
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(Mr. Matumeak speaks Inupiat) 

(Unidentified voice speaks Inupiat) 

H.O.: I ' m  sorry, I'm sorry, but unless you're 

testifying here... 
UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: I ' m  asking a question. 

H.O.:  You can goback and answer the question. 

Have you finished? 


MR. MATUMEAK: Yes. 

H.O.: All right. Thank you very much. Let’s 
- _  

call a brief recess. Go off the record. 

(Off record) 


(On record) 


H.O.: The next person I have listed is Barbara 


Bodenhorn. 


BARBARA BODENHORN 


testified as follows: 


MS. BODENHORN: My name is Barbara Bodenhorn. 


I ' m  gonna give sort of a three-part testimony. 
-

H . O . :  Before you begin, can I ask for your 

mailing address? 


MS. BODENHORN: Certainly. It's Box 4 3 7 .  

H.O.: In Barrow? 


MS. BODENHORN: In Barrow, right. 


H.O.: Thank you. 

- i  MS. BODENHORN: The first part isjust a very 
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personal comment of my own. The second p a r t  i s  asDirec tor  

of Social  Services  for  the Inupiat  Community oftheArctic 

Slope. And t h et h i r dp a r t  i s  toen te rin tothereco rd ,  as 

temporaryExecutiveDirectoroftheInupiat Community, a lawsuit s i t  

which i s  supportive of Inup ia t  r i gh t s  beyond the three-mile  

l i m i t ,  which I think i s  veryrelevant.  We havebrought a copy 

of t h a t ,  i f  you... 

H.O. :  We don'thave it  as a p a r t  ofourrecord, 

butwe'refamiliarwith wi ththesui t .  Thank you. 

MS. BODENHORN: Okay. I haven'tbeenherevery 

long.I 'veonly I 'vel ivedherefor  maybe a l i t t l e  over a 

year and a h a l f ,  b u t  evenduringthatyearand a ha l f  there  

havebeen many,many, many hearings and many,many, many people 

givingtestimony. One ofthethingsthathasstruck me i s  how 

patient the people of the North S l o p e  havebeen, how showing i n  

good f a i ththey  are tha tthesehear ings  do something,even i f  

people come and say ,  " I 've  to ld  you t h i s ,  and I t o l d  you t h i s  

l a s t  y e a r ,  and I t o l d  you t h i s  f i v e  y e a r s  ago." I ' m  j u s t  struck 

with how pat ientpeople  are. One of the  one of the  images 

that  has  been spokenoverandoveragain i s ,  "The ocean i s  the 

garden. The ocean i s  my garden. The oceanfeeds my dinner 

table , ' '  which i s  a l l  t r u e .  But I think I was t ry ingto  

think of whatkind of an image would would maybe h i t  people 

i n  t h e  Lower 48  withthesenseofurgencythat t h a t  i t  f e e l s  

t o  me i s  t h e r e ,  and t h a t  image mightbe a nuclear reactor being 
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b u i l t  i n  yourbackyard. I t ' s  n o tj u s t  a question,because 

for  mostof us a garden i s  a hobby. And what comes out of the 

Chukchi Sea i s  not  a hobby. But i f  we were t o  have a nuclear 

reactor  bui l t  in  our  backyard,  i t  would be a f ee l ing  of t h rea t ,  

of d i s a s t e r ,  of ofchange thatcouldnever,everbebrought 

back. It wouldbe a threa ttoourchi ldren .  I t ' s  i t ' s  a 

senseofpowerlessnessof t h a t  somebody e l s e  i s  i s  making 

a decision that has nothing to do withour own l ives  and our 

own l iv ing .  And and I th inktha ttha t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  me, 

t h a t  s t r i k e s  a p a r a l l e l  t h a t  I f e e l .  Many peoplehave said, 

"Yes, I ' m  Eskimo. I e a t  Eskimo food."That 'sdefinit ion,  

t h a t ' s  anequasion. "I am an Eskimo. I e a t  Eskimo food."If 

you takeone away, you taketheother away. And i t ' s  n o t  j u s t  

a questionof i t  helpstosupportident i ty .  I t ' s  a question 

tha t  one i s  theother .  I t ' s  --. I ' m  s o r t  of moving in toSocia l  

Servicestestimony,trying t o  ta lkabout  what t h e  s o c i a l  impact 

mightbe. When I when you readthroughthe summary here ,  

i t  says,eveninthesecondparagraph, "69 o i l  s p i l l s  a r e  

-probable overthe30-year l i f e  of t h e  o i l  f i e l d . ' '  I don' t  

and and i t  says, l a t e r  on towardstheend,that "It i s  very 

l i ke ly  tha t  i nd iv idua l  bowhead whales and possibly major p o r t i o n  

of the  bowhead whale population could interact with various 

noise  sources  or  human ac t iv i t i e s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  the  proposed 

sale ."  I know t h a t  when when hunters go outwhaling,that 

they must be very,  very quiet  and they mustwear white ,  not  
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because bowhead whale could react noise, but that they do, 

and theyhave, and I -- I guess what I'm saying is that the 

impact on the marine populationwill be significant. It's not 

that it couldbe significant, so that I don't want to try 

to talk about that. I want to try to talk abouthow that might 


effect people. It's I think it's real important that in 


this five-page summary you have one very, very tiny paragraph, 


says, "Social problems likely
with this and other proposed 


lease sales in the
area could include increased alcoholism,-+ 


family breakup and conflict, generational conflict, and
increas


ing alienation on the part
of Inupiat residents, particularly 

in Barrow,'' period. That's it. I would expect it's because 

those issuesare so big thatyou can't even start to talk about 

them. You know,you can't - - you can't address themhere in any 

real way. The practice of of subsistence hunting, as has 

as
been documented by Rosita Worl, has been documented over and 

over again, isnot just getting food. It's a way of being. It' 

a way of being a family. It's not just men going out either to 

hunt caribou, orto hunt whale, or to -- to go fishing. It's 

what happens to an entire family. Last spring - - I obviously 

don't know everybody in Barrow, but I do not know one single 

Inupiat person whois not involved in whaling in some way, and 

in some way thatwas a positive way.When you go fishing, you 


go fishing as a family. It's something thatkeeps families to


gether. It's also something that keeps families pretty self-
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sufficient, and these are times that self-sufficiency is
getting 


to be of increasing importance. The greatest part of our 


Social Services program, at least
up until maybe last year, was 


the giving of general assistance. That's financial assistance. 


I think there's a significant difference
here between this 


region and many
of the other regions of Alaska, and different ce 

is thatpeople come to us maybe once or twice in a year. When 

I've compared notes with other agencies, tribal organizations, 

social services agencies, in thestate, their - - the degree to-* 
which theyhave to support their members financially
everymonth 


is much greater. Part of that is due to different
kinds of 

employment possibilities here. A great deal of that is due 

to people's determined self-sufficiency. People don't want 

to come and askfor money. I mean, we're a tribalorganization, 

Part of-- part of the -- part -ofa tribe's duty is to support 

it's members. But people arevery, very invested in being able 

to do iton their own. But if theyhad to buy -- before you 

leave, it's probably pretty important, ifyou haven't done this 

already, is go over to Straukpuk (ph) and go over to Cash and 

aCarry andjust take a look at some of the prices. Half gallon 

of milk is $ 4 . 5 0 ,  I think. Igallon of distilled water is 

$ 5 . 9 5 .  Part of the -- part of the pressuresof the population 

here is that - - that it's real difficult to getwater that's 

safe to feedyour baby rightnow, so you have to buy distilled 

water. If you're talking about increased population pressures, 
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especially in Nuiqsut, you're gonna
be running into the same 

problems, only worse, especially in the beginning.The Native 

diet has been analyzed andI am sorry thatI cannot citeyou 

the exact numbersof places where it has been nutritionally 

analyzed. But if you compare a traditional Inupiat dietto 


what we consider to be a balanced
white diet, the traditional 


diet ismuch lower in polyunsaturated
fats and higherin 


vitamins and minerals, because it's oil and things like 


that. The - - it's an extremely well-balanced diet. When you 
switch that diet toa very heavily it's -- you're not --

you're not switching from a balanced Inupiat diet to a balanced 


store-bought diet;you're switching from a balanced Inupiat 


diet toan unbalanced store-bought diet, because
you don't have 

the same access to fresh vegetables. You're going from poly-

saturated -- polyunsaturated fats to a great deal of hamburgers 

and french fries without the vegetablesand without the fruits. 


It's not a parallelkind of switch. When you're just looking 


I
at economics, this is switches back tow h e n  was saying 

that -=  that as  an organization we have not had to give out the 

same kind of financial assistance as as many other organiza

tions throughout the state. If you take away the food supply, 

if you take away the senseof self thatsays I'm not gonna ask, 

you increase the food stamps you increase the public assis

tance andyou increase whole sets of existences that say that 

that necessitate public support andfinancial support. When 
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you're talking about social impact,
I don't - - it's very diffi

cult to comparethe being one people against,you-know,billions 

of gallonsof oil. I don't think it's so difficult to compare 

the possibilityof doing permanent damage to renewable resources 

when you're getting a finite amount of non-renewable resources. 

But I don't think that assumptionhas been made. I don't think 

if -- if those comparisons or or speculations have been 

made, Ihaven't seen them. Just - - I think that, for myself, 

just to sum up the Social Services testimony, thathealth .~ 

factors need tobe taken into consideration, andwhen you’re 


talking about a diet that's gonna
be radically changed if people 


cannot eat theway they have been eating, just in terms of 


being who you are, eating Inupiat food is being Inupiat. And 


in terms of costs to the government, you're about, 


I think, producing a certain
amount of real long-range dependency, 

and I don't know howlong that long-range and it may get 

worse. I mean the - - certainly the kinds of construction jobs 

that are gonnagive the - - give the employment are gonna stop 

once the houseshave been finished. There's long-range economic 

impact that I think needs tobe taken into consideration. It 

seems tome the entire DiapirField is outside of the three-


mile limit. And now speaking as temporary Executive Director, 


I'd just like to read into the
record the introduction and the 


summary of the argument. I'm certainly not going to try
to - -

i try to have -- work out thewhole thing. 
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1 . .  H.O.: What is the status of that suit, if I 


2 may ask? The complaint has been filed. Has an answer been 


3 filed? 


4 MS. BODENHORN: I am unsure. 


5 H.O.: There havebeen no hearing? 


6 MS. BODENHORN: Can somebody help me? Has -- 


7 the answerhas not been filed. Okay. 


8 H.O. :  Okay. 


9 MS. BODENHORN: "For thousandsof years the .+ 


10 Inupiat of Alaska's North Slope
have used and occupiedvast-


11 areas of the Beaufort and Chukchi
waters and sea ice. A s  part 

/ 12 of theirhomeland, these areashave served as the locus for 

13 subsistence, religious and cultural activities constitutingthe 


14 foundation for Inupiat culture and existence.
In present times 

15 the discoveryof oil resources and the promise ofhuge profits 


16 has led to exploitationof the area by private
oil companies 

17 pursuant to leases from government authorities. Rights to a 

1E great partof the Inupiat homelandhave never been surrendered 
19 or granted bythe Inupiat, nor purchased o r  otherwise acquired 
20 by the United Statesor its lessees. This suit raises the 
21 question whether the United States itand those claiming under 
22 can ignore unextinguished Inupiatrights of title and juris-
22 diction in areasof the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas beyond the 
24 three-mile limit of the Stateof Alaska. The plaintiffs are 


a
( 25 in variousways representative of broad class of the Arctic 
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Slope Natives. The Inupiat Communityof the Arctic Slope,which 


is suingon its own behalf andon behalf of its members, is a 


sovereign Indian tribe, recognizedby the United States,and is 


the successor to the aboriginal rights and sovereign powers of 


the Inupiat people of
the Arctic Slope. Ukpeagvik Inupiat 


Corporation is the Native village corporation for Barrow
and 

represents its individual shareholders.Two individual Native 

allottees are named plaintiffsas representatives ofthe class 

of all Inupiats on the Arctic Slopewho may have property, ~ 

occupancy, hunting or fishingrights in the case area. Defen


dants have not in their motions challenged plaintiffs' standing 


to bring this action. The Inupiat plaintiffs seek a trial
to 


determine the nature and extent of rights and for their 


validation and enforcement. The rights of Native Americans 


are at times somewhat different
from those familiar to the 

common law. Determining the val - - validity of these rights 

may require recourse to Native lawsand customs. Whether the 

rights seem unusualor not to a non-native, they are 'not to 

be approached as if they were something anomalous or monstrous, 

to
difficult to concieve and more difficult admit."' That's 


a quote from Justice Holmes. "A Native people's sea-icehunting 


activities far from land and the property rights which arise 


from themhave not been the subject
of extensive or definitive 


legal commentary. If the rights assertedby the Inupiats seem 

~~ 

(, 
25 unusual, it is because the Inupiats are an unusual people opera
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ting in an unusual environment. However , the relevant facts and 

applicable legal concepts involvedare not difficult. The 

Inupiats have treated and continue to treat the sea ice as a 

portion of their domestic territory. The camp, hunt, fish, 

travel, eat, play and sleepon the ice for a substantial portion 


of their lives. Their traditionallaw evolving to meet the 


challenges which arise continueto govern theice. Their sea-


ice domain includes broad portions
of the Beaufort and Chukchi 


Seas. The only boundaries recognized are those set each
year 

by the natural cycle of freezing and breakup. For thousands 


of years the Inupiat's occupation
of the sea icewas unchallenged 


by outsiders. TheRussians, during their presence in Alaska, 


never approaced conquest or dominion over the Inupiat or their 


territory. Even after 114 years of American presence, the 


traditional hunting culture persists and the traditional sources 


of political authority are respected. Until relatively recently 


the Inupiatshad-little necessity to go toAmerican courts for 


the definition or protection of theirsea-ice rights. Their 


isolation was protection enough. Prior to oil development, the 


only intensivenon-native activity on the North Slope was the 


whaling of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 


Although there is evidence that the Inupiats accepted the 


presence of the whalers, or at least some of them, the result
of 

non-native exploitationwas near extermination of a species and 


a severeblow to the ancient culture dependent
upon it. These 
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results are still deeply felt. According to the proposed five-


year oil and gas OCSplan, we are now onthe eveof a second 


major period of offshore economic exploitation. Defendants, 


the oilcompanies, attempt to present a picture
of anordinary 


lease sale, the first
of a series of ordinary lease sales, and 


ask that itbe evaluated as if the Arctic were an ordinary 


navigable waterway rather than the ancestral hunting grounds of 


the Inupiat people, and
an area whose legal statusis far from 


clear andwhose physical dynamicsare uniquely alien to 


all but those who live there. In their impassive attemptto 


cast theirown proposed actions asmatters of course, defendants 


Amoco et al. misleadingly characterize the Inupiats' complaint 


as simply one of a pattern of suits constituting 'yet another 


chapter in the continuing campaign to impede development.' The 


so-called pattern of suits should instead by viewed as
responsea 


to a sweeping pattern of intrusions threatening,
in multiple 


ways, the physical and communal
well-being of all the Inupiat. 


The proposed transformationof the Arctic sea ice into a giant 


oilfield would be a unique disruption
of natural and human 

patterns which have been continuousfor -- for millenia. 

Defendants' legal assumptions of regularityare simply in appli


cable to the Arctic environment and the
rights of its people. 


The Inupiat people and their representatives
have never author


ized, ratified or consentedto the joint federal/state OCS sale 


in the BeaufortSea. By Resolution 80-1, plaintiff ICAS is 
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on record as opposingoil and gas leasesin the Beaufort and 


the Chukchi Seas and asserts all portions of the lease-


sale areamore than three miles
offshore are part of the domes-


tic territoryof the Inupiat people. The legal questionswhich 


arise are not difficult in their formulation. That Native 


subsistence activitiescan give rise to an enforceable property 


rights in areas far from land is well-established in American 


law, and particularlyin cases involving Alaska and Hawaii.
The 

precise contours of the aboriginal
right are to be determined by 

reference to the usages, laws and practicesof the native .: 

people themselves. Whether the rights in question are in the 

mainstream of Anglo-American common law is irrelevant. Under 

these principles rights in exclusivefisheries, ocean waters 


and submerged lands
have been recognized on numerous occasions 


by the courts and the Department
of the Interior. The Inupiat 


have jurisdiction, based on their inherent sovereignty and 


recognized powersof self-government, to preserve and
regulate 


the property right essential to their subsistence. Plaintiff 


ICAS is a federally-recognizedregional tribal organization 


which has all the sovereign powers
which pertain to Indian 

tribes andhas attributes of sovereignty over its membership 

and its territory. I t s  membership consists of all the Inupiats 

of the North Slope, and includes virtuallyall subsistence users 

of the sea ice. The territory it occupies includes the entire 

( North Slope, land andsea-ice areas alike. Territorial and 
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jurisdictional rightsof a tribal entity arenot dependent upon 


a
the existenceof a reservation or treaty. The Inupiat have 


actively exercised jurisdiction
over their sea-ice huntingground 


at every opportunity. In particular, the Alaska Eskimo Whaling 


Commission, a native organizationwhose authority is derived 


from and delegated
by the region's tribal organizations, 


regulates the Native bowheadhunt, whether within or beyond the 


three-mile limit, and is the sole such body recognized
by the 


Inupiats. The Alaska Eskimo Walrus Commission operates similar

+ 

ly. Neither property rights on the Inupiat sea-ice hunting. 


grounds nor tribal juris- jurisdiction have been extinguished 


-

i 
The AlaskaNative Claims Settlement Actby its terms doesnot 

pertain tonative rights beyond the exterior boundaries of 


the Stateof Alaska. Further, the motivating purpose and thrust 


of ANCSA are inapplicable to the rights asserted here. ANCSA 


was designed to clear title to lands
in Alaska and had as its 


principal purpose the resolution
of the chaotic land situation 


which threatened to freeze
the state's economic development. 


Its purposewas also to confirm prior conveyances and tentative 


approvals of State land selections under the Alaska Statehood 


Act. The rights asserted here are not in Alaska. They do not 


relate to land. They do not involve except contingently and 


indirectly any rightsof the State of Alaska. Finally, ANCSA 


contains no provision which limits or affects tribal
juris-

I diction anywhere, whether in Alaskaor outside its boundaries, 
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nor i s  t h e r e  anyevidencethatthat  was ANCSA's i n t e n t .  What-

e v e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  ICAS has by v i r t u e  of i t s  inherentsovereignty 

remains  in tac t  a f te r  the  Alaska  Nat ive  Cla ims  Se t t lement  Act .  

The arguments of defendants Amoco e t  a l .per ta in ing ' . ' .  .. 
H.O.: Please,can you sum up. . .  


MS. BODENHORN: Okay. 


H.O.: Okay. We have it a s  a p a r t  of the  

* 

record ,  and I apprec ia teyourreadingtha t  much, bu t  I th ink  

we're  gonna have to  move along. 

MS. BODENHORN: A l l  r i g h t .  Then I ' d  j u s tl i k e  

t o  r eadthef ina lpa rag raphs .  "The I n u p i a t sa l s oa s s e r tt h a t  

de fendan t s  v io l a t e  t he i r  r i gh t s  unde r  the  American Indian Rel i 

gious Freedom Act. The ice-occupancyrightsinvolvedarecen

t r a l  t o  t heInup ia t s 'subs i s t encecu l tu re  andhavea c e n t r a l  

p l a c e  i n  I n u p i a t  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  

andmoremodern Western-influencedforms.Defendants'activities 

t h rea t en  t o  depr ivetheInupia ts  of access  t o  s a c r e d  s i t e s ,  w i l l  

d e s e c r a t e  b u r i a l  s i t e s  and graveyards,  and w i l l  befoul  and 

destroythephysicalenvironmentandanimallifewhichare 

c e n t r a l  t o  I n u p i a tr e l i g i o u sb e l i e f s .  As a t r i b a l  group,the 

I n u p i a t  a r e  s p e c i a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  br ingtheques t ionofsea- ice  

r igh t sbe fo rethecour t .  The uniquenessoftheArct icsea- ice  

environmentandtheInupiats 'extensiveuseof i t  presentfunda

mentalquestions of nativerightswhichcouldbebrought by 

no o t h e r  p l a i n t i f f s .  The Inupia tsseek  a t r i a l  t o  provetha t  
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2: 

24 

25t .. 

since time immemorial they possessed property and jurisdictional 


rights within the areas designated as
federal or disputedin 


the federal/statejoint Beaufort SeaOCS Sale and that those 

rights remain valid today." 


H.O. :  Okay.Anyquestions?Okay. Thank you, 

Barbara. 


MS. BODENHORN: Um-hum. 


H.O. :  Ida Olemaun? Per- -- perhaps I mispro

nounced the name. 0-l-e-m-a-u-n. How do you pronounce your; 

how do you pronounce . -your
name? 


MS. OLEMAUN:Olemaun. 

H.O.: Olemaun. 


IDA OLEMAUN 

testified as follows: 

MS. OLEMAUN: I’m Ida Olemaun and... 
H.O.: And may I have your address, please? 

MS. OLEMAUN: Box 6 ,  Barrow.-

H.O.: Box 6?  

MS. OLEMAUN: Urn-hum. 

H . O . :  Okay.Thankyou. 

MS. OLEMAUN: With a father thatis a whaling 

captain and a hunter, I survived my childhood andstill even 


though I'm married now with four children, four
sons, I s t i l l  

have depend - - dependency on our wildlifehere, both onshore and 

offshore. And it's a deli- delicacy for us. We have seasons 
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where we have the fresh delicacies,
which is during the spring. 

We -- we get thewhale and we all look forwardfor it, and it's 


the best delicacywe have. And then during the--the spring and 


summer we get the ducks. And everybody looks forward to hunt 


these, 'cause it's it's fresh fresh produce for us. And 


during the fall time there's fall
whaling, but yet dueto the 


due to some people that are trying ban it or put quotas 


on whaling, they didn't have any fall whaling. Butyet at the 


same time,when I think about this,I wish they could put quotas

r 

o nthe oil rigs, 'cause it doesn't-- it's not fair at all.here 

they -- they started drillingon land, and yet just as long as 
- they didn't touch our ocean, our livelihood even though they


,/ 

touched our livelihood, which is the caribou, which
we catch 


yearround, they still press
to go out to drill offshore, and 

yet -- even myown peace ofmind, I know they're gonna press it 

anyway, and they're still gonna do it anywhere. 'Causeno matter 


how much we fight, whatare we accomplishing? It hurts us, it 


stabs our heart, 'cause they're attacking our
own delicacies, 


both on land andnow they are attacking our ocean. And also 


during the summertimewe get thefresh walrus, fresh seal, 


fresh bearded seal, and
we all look forward to these. Andon 


my table I wouldn't want to eat something that stunk from oil. 


And according to your summary,
which I've just glanced through, 

I want to quote - - that itwill be direct interaction on 

page three. It is going tobe direct interactionon the bowhead 
\ 
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popu la t iononcetheys t a r td r i l l i ngof f shore .  And oncethey 

s t a r t  d r i l l i n g  o f f s h o r e ,  I I went t o  Canada and s a w  a dril l ing 

r i g ,  and we quest ioned those people ,  how theyweregoingabout, 

and they theywere t h e r e  a r e  s h i p s  t h a t  go r igh t  back  

and f o r t h  r i g h t  on t h e i r  r i gh t  nex t -door  to  them. 

H.O. :  Next-doortothewhales? 

MS. OLEMAUN: To t h e i rl i v e l i h o o d .  Not on lyto  

thewhales .Rightwheretheyaref ishing,there 'sboatsgoing 

r i g h t  bywhere thene t sa re .Tha t ' sone  t h a t  w a s  a g r e a t  

disappointmentfor me, and t h a t ' s  why I ' m  very much opposed-to 

t h i so f f s h o r ed r i l l i n g .  And thenoncethey s t a r t  d r i l l i n g  on 
~~ 

theocean, when the  when theicegetsrough,theycan alwaysSc 
move t oa n o t h e rr i g .T h e y ' v eg o tt h e s ec e r t a i nr i g st h a t  

a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over ,andoncethis  r i g  once t h i s  r i g  

getstoodangerous due t o  i c e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e y  j u s t  move onto 

ano the r  r ig ,  and t h a t ' s  j u s t  gonnahappenoncethey s t a r t  

d r i l l i n go f f s h o r e .T h e y ' r ej u s t  gonnahavedominanceoverour 

own hunt inggrounds,l ikewhatthey ' redoing on land  now. Look 

a t  t h o s e  r i g s  i n  Prudhoe Bay. They s t a r t e d  fromfew r i g s ,  

abouttwo,threer igs .  And I -- I presumeyouhavebeenout 

t h e r e  t o  s e et h es i t e s .T h e y ' r es c a t t e r e da l lo v e r  now. And 

oncethey s t a r t  d r i l l i n g  o f f s h o r e ,  you b e t  t h e  same th ing  i s  

gonnahappen. And on t h i s  summary, we 'vebeentaughttoeat  

nottaught ,we 'vel ived we'vebeenraised t o  e a t  t h e s e  
-. 

i de l i cac i e s ,  ' c ause  my f a t h e r  w a s  t o  w e  weretoopoorduring 
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t h a t  t i m e  f o r  h i m  to  have  f o r  him t o  gobuy some f o o d  i n  t h e  


s t o r e s .  And h e ' s  a hunterandhe j u s t  buys some simple you 


know, l i k e  tea ,  coffeeorsugarand milk,  whatever he hecan 


a f fo rdf romthes to res .  But ye tthefood  a t  home w a s  always 


p l e n t i f u l ,  'cause h e ' s  g o t  t h i s  f r e e d o m  t o  go in andout when-


ever w e  run low onfood. He knows that  hecangooutand 


hun tsea l ,ca r ibou ,fo rourt ab le .  And it  s t i l l  h o l d st r u e  


t oday ,  bu t  ye t  t he re ' s  a l o t  of obstruct iongoingonwithinour  


l ives  now, and we're f i g h t i n g  f o r  i t ,  and we're n o t  gonna q u i t 

* 

f i g h t i n g  f o r  i t ,  and we're no t  gonnakeepshutabout i t .  And 
. -

on your summary, i t ' s  quotedtha t  "However, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

-, - 	 s ign i f i can t  l ong- t e rm e f fec t s  on bowhead populat ion behavior  

induced byvarious dis turbance sources  couldoccur  as a r e s u l t  

of theproposedsa le ."  Yep, i t ' s  gonnahavelong-termeffects 

on thewhales .  And t h a t ' s  a l l  I have. Thankyou. 

H.O.: Quest ionsor . . .  Thank you. M r .  Ronald 

H. Brower? Is  M r .  Ronald Brower here?  

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Not here .  

H.O.: Mr. ... 
(simultaneousspeechfromtheaudience) 

H . O . :  He ' l l  beback l a t e r ?  M r .  Robert 

Harcharek?Did I pronounceyour name c o r r e c t l y ?  

MR. HARCHAREK: Righthere .  

H . O . :  Can you giveusyouraddress ,please? 
~~ 

( Thank you. 

R & R COURT REPORTERS 

8 1 0  -N- STREET P0.Box 1 2 0 8  3550 AIRPORT WAY. SUiTE 2 5 0  
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 1  FAIRBANKS.  ALASKA 99707 F A I R B A N K S .  A L A S K A  99707 

277-0572 452-3589 4 7 9 - 3  1 36 
~-~~ 

I 



-113-


i 

1 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


9 


10 


11 

12 


.(. 
13 

14 


15 


16 


17 


18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I 25 

~~ ~~ ~ 

ROBERT HARCHAREK 


testified as follows: 


MR. HARCHAREK: Box 312. I am Dr. Bob Harcharek 

a multidisciplinary social scientistand educator. Barrow is 

home for me and myfamily. I am the directorof technical 

assistance for Ukpeagvik Inupiat Corporation. UkpeagvikInupiat 


Corporation is a village corporation
of Barrow, organized pur

suant to Section 8 of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

Because the proposed leasing and planned subsequent development 

of the Diapir Fieldwill directly impactupon the Inupiatpeople 


of Barrow, aswell as the residents
of the entire coast of the 


North Slope of Alaska,
we deem - - we deem it important to 

communicate our unqualified opposition to this proposed Lease 

Sale 71. We as a corporation of theInupiat, whalers by tradi

tion, are categorically opposed to any offshore drilling 

activities in our waters. We have studied the Diapir Field 

Draft Environmental Impact Statementfor the proposedoil and 


gas lease sale and related documents, including theArctic
U.S. 

Oil and Gas Report prepared by the National Petroleum Council. 


We have discussed these at length
with many of the affected 


residents of the North Slope. Based
upon our review, discussions 


and analyses, and upon my professional judgment and experience, 


it isour opinion that the lease sale
as proposed would be 


disastrous to the cultural integrity and the physical survival 


of the Inupiat people. We believe that any such offshore 
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activity is a violation of Inupiat cultural traditional law. 


We also assert that the proposed offshore drilling activities 


would be a violation of Inupiat rights guaranteed by the America 


Indian Religious Freedom
Act. The ice-occupancy rightsinvolved 


are essential to the Inupiat subsistence culture and have a 


central placein Inupiat religious beliefs,
both in their 


traditional andmore modem Westen influenced forms. Offshore
-


drilling activities threaten to befoul and destroy the physical 


environment and animal life
which are central to Inupiatreli-

Ir 


gious beliefs. No technological safeguards or regulations have 


or the government to insure that
been developed by industry these 

F negative impactscan be eliminated or even mitigated to any
i 

appreciable degree. On the contrary, safeguards and regulations 


required in previous lease sales
have been deleted from the 


guidelines for the Diapir Field sale. We view these accelerate 


offshore hydrocarbon development efforts as impacting upon 


the indigenous peoplesin ways for which there areno precedents 


in the historyof mankind. The consequences of thrusting modern 


Anglo-American civilization upon culturally distinct peoples, 


whose survival and existence itself
have depended for centuries 


on the resourcesof land and sea, are poorly understood by the 


decision makers, scientists and the hydrocarbon industrialists. 


The present state the present stateof scientific knowledge 


is deficient. Therefore, these consequences cannotbe predicted 


I with any degree of confidence, nor in a scientifically reliable 
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fashion. For these reasons,we strongly recomment that the 


proposed Outer Continental Shelf
Oil and GasLease Sale 7 1  be 

canceled. Alternative two, offered in theDiapir Field Impact 

Statement, is that there beno sale. We endorse this alterna

tive. If, by reason of this proposed developmentof hydrocarbon 

resources, substantial environmental consequencesare suffered, 


it will not be the United States government,
nor the oil 

companies, nor the people of theLower 48 states who will bear 

the consequencesof this action. Rather, it will be the Inupiat 

people of the Arctic regionwho will bear the burden. Since 

the stakes involved the very cultural existenceof the Eskimo, 


there isno room for error,nor is there anysuch thing as a 


second chance. Today in the Arctic
we have an extension and 


accelerated expansionof the industrial complexwith all ofits 


advantages, its problems and its tensions. Exploitation of 


physical resources overcomemost other considerations. In the 


Arctic, the major energy resource development decisions have 


already been made. National interests and goalswill continue 


to dominateresource development decision making. We are 


cognizant of these political realities. It is most desirable 


for the indigenous Inupiat and other residents of the
Arctic, as 


well as being imperativefor thenation as a whole, that federal 


state andlocal governments, aswell as the private institutions 


and industry, do everything
within their power and means to 


help mitigate the powerful forces
of conflict and change resulting 
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from hydrocarbon resource development,
on the preservation of 


the culturally complex societyof the Inupiat. It is critical 


it is of critical importance to determine and monitor cumula


tive environmental and societal impacts
of existing aswell as 


future hydrocarbon resource development efforts
in the Arctic. 


The result of this research and monitoring be utilized to 


moderate the accelerated hydrocarbon resource development 


efforts. The Diapir Field Impact Statement contains admissions 


that six tonine major oil spills are probable over the 30-year 


life of the oil field. The report reads: "Since the probability 


isof finding oil in the proposed sale area 9 9 % ,  and sincenine 

oil spills are predicted basedon industry experience alongthe 

OCS, some oil spill damage tonearshore environments and ice-

associated marine mammals and birds very likely.1 1  

Elsewhere in the document, reductionsin caribou and other 


terrestial mammal populations,
birds, and certain marine mammal 


populations including polar bears
and seals are projected to 


occur. While reductions of the bowheadwhale populations, 


according to the environmental impact statement,
are more diffi


cult to predict,if reductions did occur, their effects would 


be extremely serious over the long term.In the report the 


predicted six to nine major oil spills are considered virtually 


unavoidable. The Diapir Field Statement states that
"the man-

date -- excuse me -- "that the magnitudeof unavoidable impacts 

on endangered whales is unknown but potentially significant.“ 
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Elsewhere the document reads: It is very likely that
an inderm


inate degree of direct
or indirect contact betweenat least 


a portionof the bowhead population oil spills would occur. 


If this contactoccurred, the whales may temporarily avoid or 


abandon affected areas because of short-term, localized change 


in productivity of food organisms. There is some chance that 


of
deleterious physiological responses whales contacted by oil 


could occur. Certain ice conditions couldon occasion lead to 


substantial portionsof the population being exposed to such 

-4 

contacts. It is not precisely known if this interaction- would 

be significant in relationship to the welfare
of this endangered 


species, but it is possible that it may
have long-term, signifi

cant implicationsto the welfare ofthe population." The E . I . S .  

statement reads further: "It is possible that endangered whales 

could be subjected to irreversible direct and indirect effects 

of oil spills, disturbance to noise and otherhuman activities 

and/or deterioration of the habitat due to facility develop

ments. Whether such effects would lead to permanent or irre

versible losses ofwhale resources is unknown." The report 

contains-admissionsthat, "If bowheadwhales were no longer 

available, there wouldbe an irreversible and irretrievable 

loss  of culture, meaning and purposein Inupiat society. The 


combined risk of oil spills and other disturbances for this 


sale when combined with risks to the bowheadwhale from Alaskan 


and Canadian Beaufortoil and gas development and tankering 


R & R COURT REPORTERS 

B I O ~ N ' S T R E E T  P.O.B o x  1208  3 5 5 0  AIRPORT WAY. SUITE 250 
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 9 9 5 0 1  FAIRBANKS.  ALASKA 99707 FAIRBANKS.ALASKA 99707 

277-0572 452-3580 479-3 I 38 
~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

- -  

- 7  


8 


9 

10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 

16 

17 

18 

19 


20 

21 


22 


23 

24 


25 

-118-


activity could contribute to these losses.
There will be an 


accelerated declinein the Inupiat social
system which must 


be considered an irretrievable loss." We cannot standby and 


see this destruction of the Inupiat culture.
It would be con


sidered by many to be merely a blatant example
of twentieth 


century cultural genocide. The interest of the Inupiat people 


and other residents of the North Slope
is not to be taken lightly 


We seek joint effort, partnerships and input into all levels of 


the decision makingprocess. Our concerns with the qualityof 

life andthe future of the Arctic are
real and are not going to 


be ignored. We are going tobe involved. Our culture is at 


stake. The very existence ofthe Inupiat hangs in the balance. 


In addition to the culturalrisks, the proposed sale would work 


social and political havoc in
the area. Employment and other 


purported benefits to the local population, according to Diapir 


Field Draft Environmental Statement,
are expected to be minimal. 


The secondary impacts ofsecondary-boom towns and their 


attendant social ills, on the other
hand, can have permanent 


deleterious effects. For all practical purposes, this affront 


to the Inupiat people is further compounded
by the way the OCS 

lease salehas been presented. Thus far they have been totally 

unilateral on the part of the developers. The sales have been 

scheduled without consideration without consultation with 

Inupiat leaders by the United States government at the urging 

of the oil companies. There is no sense of partnership or 
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cooperation with the peoplewho must bear the brunt and pay the 


heavy social costsof development. The Inupiat peoplehave not 


consented to these intrusions. On the contrary, the Inupiat 


Community of the Arctic Slope,
which is the regional-wide tribal 


organization, and Ukpeagvik Inupiat Corporation have already 


a
sued inan attempt to stop much smaller leasesale, the joint 


federal/state lease sales centered
in the BarrierIslands, on 


the grounds that unconsented-to development in the Inupiat off-


shore hunting grounds directly violates unextinguished
property 


and sovereignty rightsin the area. The United States, rather 


than waiting for the results
of this lawsuit, has plowed ahead 


with an even bigger intrusion, without taking into consideration 


any of the issues or the deep-seated fears and frustrations
of 


the local population. The lease sale, from a strictly legal 


point of view, should be delayed at leastuntil questions of 


unextinguished Inupiat rights
can be dealt with in an orderly 


way by the courts. In conclusion, itis our contention that 


based upon the data presentedin the DiapirField Draft Environ


mental- Impact Statement itself, the continued survival
of the 


Inupiat requires that
the Diapir Field lease salebe cancelled, 


or at the very minimum, be indefinitely postponed. The mora


torium on offshore developmentmust remain in effect until a 


time when the aforementioned deleterious impacts
can be eliminated. 


These safeguards must
be guaranteed by both industry and the 


United States government. At stake is our survival. The Inupiat 
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are facingboth genocide and ethnocide, the death
of our people, 


and the death of our
way of life. The remaining alternatives 


set forth in the Diapir Field study involving deletions of 


portions of the tractswere made for valid reasons and in 


good faith, but are not comprehensive enough tobe effective 


in guaranteeing the Inupiat access the only sourcesof 


subsistence. Any plan for lease sales in the Arctic should
at 


least demonstrate a sincere attempt to cooperate
with the Inupiat. 


The Inupiat have proven that theyare not completely anti-develop


ment, if theycan be secure in theknowledge that irreplaceable 


subsistence resourceswill not be destroyed. Inupiat groups and 


individuals are cooperating in the development the Kuparuk 


onshore development project. There, consultation among govern


ment, industry and indigenous groups
will hopefully provide a 


model for orderly development
with minimum negative impacts. 


On the contrary, the proposed Outer Continental Shelf
sales, 


including the scheduled Diapir Field sale, exemplify an insen


sitive attemptto loot the North Slope
of its assetswith little 


regard-for the well-being of the people
who have lived here 


for thousands of years.This kind of action will only result in 


interminable litigation and increasing
and unnecessary frus

tration on all sides. Quyanaq. 

H.O. :  Questions? Thank you, Dr. Harcharek. 

Mr. George Edwardson? Do you spell your lastname with an “0”? 

MR. EDWARDSON: Yes. 
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H.O.: Can you give me your address, please, 

Mr. Edwardson? 

GEORGE EDWARDSON 

testified as follows: 

MR. EDWARDSON: My name is George Edwardson and 

I ' m  the director of natural resourcesfor Inupiat Communityof 


the Arctic Slope, Box
4 3 7 ,  Barrow. 

H.O.: Thank you. 


MR. EDWARDSON: Let me start off byreading, 

the definitionI picked up from the dictionary, it's a word 


that has been used practicallyin every paragraphin your environ
~-~ ~ 

mental impact statement. That's "assume: To take for granted 

without - - or without proof. To pretend to have." This is 

what assume means, and your environmental impact statementcould 


not be written without this word. 

H.O. : You're right about that. 

MR. EDWARDSON: And the use of drill ships, this 

drill ship use, is this for summer use only? And the icebrakers, 


your backup systems for your offshore platforms
you're gonna 

north was 

the one that went back that driftedback with the currentand 

couldn't control itself. And your -- your - - I have a copy of 
22 the best available and the safest technology written in the 
24 Federal Register, Friday, January 15, 1982. Let me just give 

, 2: you what your basic requirements-- "BAST requirementsmay, how 

use, the last icebreakerwe had - - we had seen come up 
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ever ,  be specif ical lywaived in  instances  where incremental  

b e n e f i t s  r e s u l t i n g  from the use of  BAST do not  exceed the 

incrementalcostsinvolvedinsuchuse."  Your b e s ta v a i l a b l e  

technology i s  l imi t ed  by the  money thatcanbeproducedfrom 

t h e  o i l  a n d  gas offshore.This  i s  what BAST says i nt h eF e d e r a l  

Regis te r  on January15th.  And platformshaveneverbeenproven 

intheArct ic .They 'veneverused 'em so f a r .  Causeways, t h a t  

has  a l ready  been  proven  in  our  pas t ,  in  my mental i n  ou r  pas t  

Poin t  Thompson hea r ings ,tha ttheya re  damaging.Thishasbeen 
-4 


recorded by thefederalgovernment.  On your o i l  s p i l l  r i s k - 


a n a l y s i s ,  on page 1 0 0 ,  you'reusingland-baseddatawherethere 


i s  nomoving i c e  on t o p  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  c r e a t i n g  y o u r  r i s k  


analys is .This  i s  w r i t t e n  on page 100 .  On page 1 0 1  you have 


acc iden t  r a t e s  o f  GulfofMexicoand Ca l i fo rn ia  used ,  andadmit 


i t ,  admitusing, on page 101.  And j u s t  t o  show you thekindof 


i n f o r - the  k ind  of  pro tec t ion  we ' re  gonna have, onpage 1 0 2 ,  


I'll quotethis:"InPrudhoe Bay operationsapproximately 


1.826 b i l l i o n  b a r r e l s  of o i l  havebeenproduced as ofJune,1981 


Therehasbeen no majorcrude o i l  s p i l l s  fromplatforms." Now, 


what kindofstatement i s  this?Therearenoplatformsin,  


Prudhoe Bay. I t ' s  a l ll andopera t ion .You ' r eus ingthe  words.  


You'retwistingthemeaningsofthe words aroundinyour environ


mentalimpactstatement. It anotherquote:  "It must a l s o  


be  no ted  tha t  t hese  r a t e s  are  based on onlyone s p i l l  andwould 


s u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  w i t h  a s ing le  acc iden t  a t  PrudhoeBay,change." 
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And then on page 104: "Three days to represent diminished 


toxicity of the spill." Has thisbeen proven thatin the Arctic, 


that in three days the gasoline
will disappear, the lighter 


gases will disappear? Has there everbeen any tests doneon 


this? "Ten days to allow deployment
of cleanup equipment.” 


In ten daysyour cleanup equipmentis gonna be over a hundred 


miles away fromwhere you need to clean up. On page 107: "Stat 


state of the art for containment
and cleanup technology." 


"State of the art" means we'll learn
as we go along,that'sthe 

understanding I have of "state of the art." On page 109: “With 

s o  many variablesan analysis of the mechanical behaviorof 

the ice is very complex. The interaction between sea ice and 

structures have been investigated through theore---through 

theoretical - - is thathow yousay the word? 

H.O.: Theoretical. 


MR. EDWARDSON: "Theoretical calculations, mode 

tests, and full-scale measurements, but attempts to relate all 

these approacheshave been only partially successful":Sackinger 

in 1980. Just nothing but guesswork. There's no proof in it. 

You can't you know, I can create theories and then throw 

them atyou and then you wouldn't acceptthem. And going to 

the Federal Register again.On Monday, December 7, 1981, Fed

eral Register, U.S. Federal Register. "Geological Survey: 

Outer ContinentalShelf; Certification VerificationAgents; 

Cessation of ApplicationAcceptance." And going down to the 
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l a s t  s e c t i o n ,  what I want t o  p o i n t  o u t  i s ,  "Thistemporary 

c los ing  of t he  app l i ca t ion  pe r iod  does  no t  app ly  to  the  Arc t i c  

1 	 areaandthe CVA r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e sf o r  new s t r u c t u r ei nt h a t  

OCS area.Applicat ions w i l l  continuetobeacceptedthrough 

February 1, 1982." Then a f t e rt h a t ,t h e y ' l lg i v e  'em back. 

Was t h i s  l a wc r e a t e dj u s tf o rt h i sh e a r i n g ?T h a t ' st h ei m p r e s 

s ion  i t  g ives  when you r eadthe  l a w .  And thenthepro tec t ion  

we're gonnahaveunder T i t l e  30. I ' m  no t  gonna readevery 

sec t ion  ou t  of you,but I'll g ive  i t  t o  you and I'll show you. 

This i s  a summary of thechanges made in  the  Fede ra l  Reg i s t e r .  

It t u r n sr e d .  This thesearethepro tec t ionstha thavebeen  

removedfrom u s .T h e y ' r ea l lr e d .  

FinalRuling.  On thesecondpage,"Part  2 0 0 ,  Forms andReports: 

2 0 0 . 1  amendedby removing.Part231:OperatingRegulations 

fo rExp lo ra t ion ,  Developmentand Production:231.25removed, 

231.30removed." It j u s tc o n t i n u e sl i k et h a t .  And thenhere ,  

theEndangeredSpeciesAct. And here,theEndangeredSpecies 

A c t ,  t hesc i en t i f i cau tho r i tychap te rhasbeen  removed,our 
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\ 

I., 

. 

c., 

protect ionhasbeen removed. Our ways of cor rec t ingour  pro

tectionhavebeen removed. And then  he re ' s  a . .  . 
MR. BOUDREAU: Excuse me, couldyourepeatthat ,  

p lease?  What sectionoftheEndangeredSpeciesActhasbeen 

de le ted?  

MR. EDWARDSON: Chapters 8... I ' l l  leave  i t  her 

with you so youcansee. 

MR. BOUDREAU: Thank you. 

MR. EDWARDSON: And thenhere ,  I haveanother 
4 

a r t i c l e  from Mechan- MechanicalI l lustrated,and I j u s t  L 

want t o  readoneparagraphtoyou: "The problem i s  i c e .  Pack 

i ceg r ind ingaga ins td r i l l i ngp la t fo rms .  Sea sprayf reez ing  

t o  themachinery.Iceslabspi l ing ahundred fee th igha long  the 

coas t a lshoa l s .I cebe rgstha t  gouge theoceanfloor ,snapping 

seabedp ipe l inesl ikes t r aws .-F loa t ingicei s l ands ,f i f t een  

s t o r i e s  h i g h  and tenmi leslong ,tha tcancrush  a d r i l l i n g  p l a t -

form inseconds." I j u s t  wanted t o  quotethisMechanical  

I l l u s t r a t e d  t o  you. And then some more proofonthesafe 

p r a c t i c e s  i s  recordedintheFederalRegis ter ,Thursday,  November 

5 ,  1981: "SouthAdditionVermillionArea;ReportonBlowout 

and Fire."Thesearethesafemethodsbeingusedwherethere 

i s  no i c e .  And then on on ou rsoc ia ls ide  andourhealth 

s ide ,  comingfrom theFedera lRegis te raga in  onJanuary 1 5 ,  1982 
“Summary, Of f i ce  of theSecretary,Nat ionalEnvironmentalPol icy 

Actand RelatedActs.  Summary: Thisnot iceprovides  a l i s t  of 
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2 reviews,“ and in instead of going through them,I'll just 


3 leave thatwith you. And just to give you a backgroundon how 


4 our populationhas lived uphere, coming from theBureau of 

5 Ethnology, in 1887 the populationjust on the coast, from the 

6 beginning of the Arctic Circle to Herschel Island,
was over a 


7 hundred and fifty thousand people,
just on the coast. Now, 

8 coming from another government report called Eskimo Administra

the United States government, our population9 tion, done by by* 
10 1950 was less than 1,300. We have said no as individuals. -We 
11 have said no as communities. We have said no as regional, 

.-~ 12 tribal governments. And in PointThompson, we have said no 
\ 

13 as a total Alaska Native people.And we also have said no 


a
14 through National Con- Congress of American Indians astotal 

15 people of North America. Andto top it off, we have also said 

16 no on the international level through our (indiscernible)Curcum-

17 polar Conferencewe have said no. I mean, what does it take to 

18 make thatbe understood? We have said no every formwe can. 

19 Has the meaningof that word changed in the language? 
.--

20 H.O. :  I would like to have (simultaneous speech 

21 MR. EDWARDSON: I'll leave it allwith you. 

22 H.O. :  All right. Thank you. 

23 MR. EDWARDSON: Thank you. 

24 H . O . :  Thank you, Mr. Edwardson. 
~ 

i 25 (applause from the audience) 
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H.O.: Has Mr. Ronald Brower come in? Mr. Fred 

Bahr? B-a-h-r. 

FRED BAHR 

testifed as follows:lows: 

MR. BAHR: I'm a little nervous, but my nameis 

Fred Bahr. I'm an Inupiat. I'm a newcomer to Barrow. I've 

only been here one year. I'm a newcomerto the Inupiat way of 

life. I was raised by the whitepeople, by missionaries in an 

orphanage in Southern Alaska. I worked for five years with, 

oil people. I've seen the pipelineand its effects frombelow 

Fairbanks to Prudhoe Bay. I know how youpeople thinkand oper

ate, and I feel more comfortablewith the Inupiat way. From 

what I have seen and heard, offshore drilling 

-
in the Beaufort 


Sea wouldbe foolish, a folly which
would kill the life and the 

livelihood of the Inupiat people. I have only one question for 

you. I understand that thereis a case now in litigation 

in which ICAS, the governing bodyof the Inupiat people, is 

suing the United States government, the governingbody of the 


American people. This lawsuit questions the
right of the United 


States to subdivideor otherwise touch any portion of the Arctic 


Sea from the three-mile limit. This lawsuit questions your 


right to sit before our people
in this capacity. What I see her 


is a waste of the taxpayers' dollars, because
until this lawsuit 

is settled, itis questionable whether therewill be any use fo r  

the information which your department is supposedly collecting
\ 
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in the interest of
what you call democracy. Unless you intend 


to continue full steam ahead
with your plans to develop this 


area regardlessof the will of theInupiat people andregardless 


of whetheror not you have clear right and titleto the area 


under question in this hearing,
unless your plans are already 


reversible, I do not understand your presence here at this time. 


Why didn't you wait until yourrights in this issue have
been 


legally determined? Because if this lawsuit is determined 


in the favor of the Inupiat people, your presence here, 


today will have been a total waste of time. How can you justify 


your presence under these circumstances?
And in closing, I 

agree with what our peoplehave said, that offshore drilling 

in the Beaufort Seais a definite no.You shouldn't -- you 

andshouldn't even have a draft environmental statementyou 


shouldn't evenbe considering goingout there. Thank you. 


H.O.: Mr. Bahr, may I ask you what your address 


is, please? 


MR. BAHR: P.O. Box 7 0 4 ,  Barrow. 

H.O.: Okay. Thank you. Is Dorcas Maupin ready 


to testify? Will you give me your address, please, Miss Maupin? 


DORCAS MAUP IN 

testified as follows: 

MS. MAUPIN: Box 161. I'd like to say for the 


first five years of my lifewe lived up inland, and tomake a 


long story short,I lived with my three aunts, grew up up inland 


ANCHORAGE.  
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When my grandfa therd ied ,  we came backto Barrow. Up in land  

we haveexperiencedstarvat ion.  For aboutfouryears  we l ived  

on f i s ha l o n e ,  day i n  andday out .  We had f i s h  f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  

lunchanddinner ,andtha t ' sa l l  we a t e .  None of t h i sw h i t e  

f lour ,sugar ;none  of it ex i s t ed ,bu t  we surv ived .That ' s  

what I remember from my childhood. Andwe l i v e d  t o t a l l y  on 

land.  And when we came back,every summer we would go o f f -

shore I mean on t h e  c o a s t a l  l i n e  f o r  fo r  t he  hun t ing  wi th  

my aunts .  My grandmother was al ivethen.Every summer a f t e r  

school we go h u n t i n g  s e a l ,  b i r d s ,  f i s h ,  till school  I w a s  

ready t o  go justaboutapproach w e  came back t o  town. For 

mostof my 1 7  years  before  I was mar r i ed ,  t ha t ' s  wha t  I exper

iencedasanInupia therein  Barrow. And a f t e r  t h a t ,  I married 

and moved t oS e a t t l e .  While I was down t h e r e ,t h e  news came 

t h a t  t h e r e  was anearthquakeinAnchorage,andas I l i s t e n e d ,  

t h e r e  was a b ig  s torm here  in  Barrow t h a t  was somethinglike 

90 milesanhour,which was a b ig  ca t a s t rophe ,  and I was f a r ,  

f a r  away from my home.:The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  came i n t o  my mind 

was a food  cache  fo r  a t  l ea s t  my people ,  how t o  t a - and I 

h e a r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r s  came and brought some surv iva lfood ,  and 

I was worried.  It scared me.And th i sca t a s t rophecan  happen 

again.While I was r i d i n g  my th ree -whee le rl a s t  summer t o  

t h e  Noovook, t h ep o i n t ,  I seethecurren t ,veryswif t .Right  

i nthefog  and r a i n  I watched i t .  And t h e r e  was nobody. I was 

r i d i n g  by m y s e l f ,  j u s t  t o  observe,  and t h e r e  was anicebreaker  
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down t h e r e ,b u t  I couldbare lysee  i t .  But as I s e et h e  

cu r ren tnex ttotheshore ,  

a n  h o u r ,  b u t  f i f t e e n  f e e t  

I t ' s  someth ingtosee .Jus t  

t h a t ,  i t ' s  t h a t ' st h e  

l i t t l e  t h i n g  t h a t  

resultofdevelopment 

aboutenergysource. 

source.Considercoal 

mine i n  Wainwright 

I was 

of 

i t ' s  goingsomethingl ikef ivemiles  

of t h i s  i t ' s  go ingdi f fe ren t  altogether. 

whatyouhaveseensomethinglike 

Mother Na tu re ' s  way. And t h e r e ' s  a 

gonnaadd.Impactscouldoccur as a 

a l te rna t iveenergysource .  You t a l k  

You don ' thaveto  go of fshoreforenergy  

mine a t  Meade River. There ' s  a l s o  coal  

t h a t  you coulduseforenergysource.  You’re 

_-

2: 

2: 

24 

2: 

talkingaboutimported increasingdependence on o i l  and gas ,  

bu tthesecoals(ph)havetobecons idered .  You cansee them 

when you walkontheshore,just  on thesand,  and theycould 

beusefu l .  And a l s o ,  I was t a l k i n gw i t h  some of u sw i t h i nl a s t  

few weeks, howwe should what my grandparentshadtaught me 

when I was small. They have made home-made t o o l st oc a t c h  snipes 

when w e  went t ofeed ing(ph)s t a t ion .  And my grandmotherhas -

t aught  m e ,  and I though t  t h i s  i s  what I shouldteach my children 

becauseonetime I k i l l ed  abou t  20 of them and I b r ing  them 

home. And nowadays, you ha rd lyseethesn ipes .  I walkedthe 

p o i n tl a s t  summer. Where d i d  theygo? We used t o  enjoy them 

asfoodsources  when I was a g i r l .  You hard lyseethose  anymore 

And I wanted t o  t a k e  my c h i l d r e n  up inlandwhere I was r a i s e d  

and teach  them hunt ing ,f i sh ing ,andenjoythelandtha t  was 

giventousfromthebeginning. Then theyreducedthewhales,  
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l imi ted ,someth ingl ikethree  t o  a v i l l a g e .  And thepopula t ion  

i s  growing, more job-huntingpeople.  You con tac twi th  them 

ins t r ee t seve rys ing leday ,look ingfo rp lacestos t ay .  And 

i f  ca t a s t rophe  occur s ,  t hen  money won't  mean anyth ing  to  Inupia t  

people. Money won't buyyou t h i s  andthat .  Then you ' regoing 

t o  s t a r t  depending on yourlandforfood forfoodsource.  

And t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  i s  I'm veryopposedto drilling 

of fshore .  So many peop le  so  many s to re shavebeenbu i l t  here, 

bu t  t he re ' s  on ly  one s t o r e  h e r e  i n  Barrow t h a t  se l l s  native,  

food. I t ' s  Brower'sstore.  But o thersarepopping  up e v e r y  

where,hereandthere. But theywon't mean anyth inginthe  

f u t u r e .T h a t ' sa l l  I havetosay.  

H.O.: Thank you, Miss Maupin. 

COURT REPORTER: Excuse m e ,  I have t o  change 

my tape .  

H . O . :  A l l  r i g h t .L e t ' ss t a n di nr e c e s sf o r  

about  f ive minutes .  

(Off record) 

(\., 
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( 

i 

(On record)  

H.O.: Mr. Ronald H.  Brower? 

MR. BROWER: Yes. Um-hum. 

H . O . :  A l l  r i g h t .  Do youwant tog iveus  

youraddress ,p lease?  

MR. BROWER: My name i s  Ronald H.  Brower. I ' m  

Land Chief f o r  Ukpeagivk InupiatCorporat ion a t  Box 427;Barrow, 

Alaska99723. 

H .  0.  : You're Land C h i e f ,  r i g h t ?  

MR. BROWER: Yes. (pause) Okay? -* 

H.O.: Go ahead. 

MR. BROWER: I thought you mighthave some 

ques t ions .  

H . O . :  No. Go ahead. 

MR. BROWER: Thispubl ichear ingdea l ingwi th  the 

DiapirFieldenvironmentimpactstatement i s ,  aga in ,  a s t e p  which 

hasbeenthemostde t r imenta lcausetothe  way of l i f e  t h a t  t h e  

Inupia tpeople  are p u r s u i n g  t o  l e a d  i n  t h e  A r c t i c ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  

the  Alaskan  po r t ion  o f  t he  Arc t i c  bu t  a l so  in  Canadaand i n  other 

a r e a s .  And ind i scuss ions  whichtheyhaveheldandotherpeople 

up herehaveheldwith them, t h e r e  i s  theve ry  s t rong  des i r e  

t h a t  t h e  Arctic Ocean be  no t  d i s tu rbed  in  p re se rva t ion  o f  ou r  

way o f  l i f e ,  which i s  a hunt ing-soc ia l  way o f  l i f e ,  whichhas 

o t h e r  c u l t u r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  i t ,  suchasre l ig ion  

a r t ,h i s t o r ya n do ft h e  e t  c e t e r a .  And th i shascon t inued  

f o r  many thousandsofyearsintheArct icwithoutbeingdis turbed 
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The type of development whichan impact statement leadsto 


sale, and the persons to
consequently is a lease whom you are 

leasing also operate an international structure which also 

has dealingswith the very same countrieson -- on the other 

side of the oil in the Arabian nations wherethey are transporting 

oil for Europe's use and foryour support, and through their 

manipulations, the history ofit indicates that through that 

process there wasthe rise of oil which led to the development 

and the attempt for developmentof oilin the Arctic, again, 

since the 1920s.  And in this very short time that theArctic 


has been openingup for oil development has beenthe causeof 


the largest disasters that are impacting the Eskimo societies 


at the international level. That comes through many sources. 


One of the major causes isoil development in the Arctic. The 


other causes are due
to other events which occur beyond our 


borders up here, which are creating causesof disease which has 


not even been entered into your programin your research. 


And this is creating a lot
of anguish amongst our people.And 

dealing with the DiapirField, some of this history, if you look  

into it, should be included in the impact statementson the 


impact of the social-economic culture
of the people who live 

in the Arctic. 

H.O.: I thought that the draft environmental 


impact statementdid attempt to to consider those potential 


impacts. 
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MR. BROWER: It shouldbenotedtha t  i t  i s  o n l yan 

a t t e m p t  and there  has  been  no fac t  based upon i t  andnoexperience 

basedupon i t  which i s  appl icable  to  the  a rea  which  you are  

s o  concernedwith. I t ' s  the  t h i s  i s  the  mechanism i n  which 

d i s a s t e r  i s  occur r ingtotheArc t i cpeop leandth i s  i s  the  

port ion of  the protect ive measures  which you have removed has 

increasedinyoura t tempttoleadto  a l ea se  sa l eth rough  these  

environmentalimpactstatements.  And i t ' s  a veryprofound 

problem. I th ink  you shouldresearch more toadmin i s t e r  -
someth ing  o f  t h i s  na tu re  wi th  a proper  prospect ive of  the 

Arc t i c .  Thankyou. 

H.O.: Any quest ions?(pause)  Thank you, Mr. 

Brower. Jeffrey?Michael 

MR. JEFFREY: Madam Chairman, f o rt h er e c o r d ,  

my name i s  Michael I .  J e f f r e y .  ' I ' v e  b e e n  a r e s i d e n t  o f  Barrow 

f o rt h e  l a s t  f i v ey e a r s .  I ' m  t e s t i f y i n gt o n i g h t  as anindividual, 

some of my personal  comments, al though my employment i s  t h a t  I ' m  

theSupervisingAttorneyoftheAlaskaLegalServicesCorporation 

o f f i c e  h e r e  i n  town. I s t a r t e dt h eo f f i c ef i v ey e a r sa g o .  

Along w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  c i v i l  c a s e  l o a d  t h a t  we  do i n  o u r  l e g a l  

s e r v i c e so f f i c e ,o v e rt h el a s tf i v ey e a r sI ' v eb e e nd e e p l y  

involvedwiththepeopleoftheNorthSlopeastheyface 

governmenta lregula t ionsforhunt ingandincreas ingef for t s  

ofboththeStateandFederal  Governments t o  s e l l  o i l  l e a s e s  i n  

theoffshoreareasused by theInupia thuntersandthewi ld l i fe  
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thateveryonedependson. I havealsobeeninvolvedwiththe 

s t r u g g l e  o f  p e o p l e  t o  g e t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  

hunting s i tes  throughtheNativeAllotment laws and t h a t ' s  t h e  

background I b r ingtoth i st e s t imony .  And I th ink  i t ' s  u se fu l  

i n  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t o  f i r s t  l o o k  a l i t t l e  b i t  a t  theprocessand 

i t ' s  someth ingtha twe 'veta lkedaboutbefore ,andtha t  i s  i t ' s  

awfully f a s t .  I th ink  i t ' s  goingvery f a s t  and I th ink  some 

of t h a t  i s  theadminis t ra t ioninWashington .  We haven ' tta lked  

abou ttha ttodaybu to fcour setha t ' swha t ' sgo ingon .There ' s  

a new lease  sa le  schedule  been  proposed  tha t ' s  go ing  to  move  th i s  

D i a p i rF i e l ds a l et ot h i sF a l l .  I t  was badenough when i t  was 

f t a lkedaboutear lynextSpr ing .  I j u s tg o tt h a tb i gi m p a c t  

s ta tement  a fewweeksagoand I th ink  mostpeoplehereei ther  

haven ' t  r ead  i t  or  they  only  saw i t  maybe a coupleof weeks 

ago .Intheimpacts ta tementi t se l f ,forexample ,there  was 

such a r u s h  t o  g e t  i t  o u t  t h a t  w e  don ' thavetheNatural  

FisheriesServiceopiniononwhat 'sgoingtohappentothe 

endangered bowhead whale.This i s  obv ious lyoneofthec r i t i ca l  

i s suesand  i t ' s  anissuetha tneedspubl ic  comment. We c a n ' t  

giveany. We don' t know. We don' t know whatthey s a y .  We j u s t  

g o t  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  l a t e r  onandbythen i t ' s  much more d i f f i c u l t  

tomeaningfu l lybr ingtheopin ions  of peop le  to  the  government 

abou ttha ti s sue .Ano the ri s sue ,th i shasbeenbrough tou t  

e a r l i e rt o d a y ,  i s  t h ef a c tt h a tt h e r e  i s  l i t i g a t i o ni n v o l v e d  

r i g h t  now. One casetha tI 'vebeenpersonal lyinvolvedwi th  i s  
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i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  State  CourtsabouttheBeaufortSealeases  

the  S ta te  andFederal  leases andtha thasn ' tbeendec ided  

y e t .  We're s t i l l  w a i t i n gf o r  a dec i s ion .  The Inup ia t  community 

oftheArct icSlope i s  c la imingtha ttheInupia thavethe  t i t l e  

t o  t h e  a r e a  beyond t h e  t h r e e  m i l e  l i m i t  and t h a t  i s  s t i l l  i n  

t h eC o u r t sa l s o .I na d d i t i o nt ot h a t ,s o m e t h i n gt h a t  was 

broughtoutintheimpacts ta tement  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f i v e  

year  lease p l a n  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  Andrusputout was s e r i o u s l y  

questioned by the of ofCourtAppealsthe District  of 

Columbiaand t h a th a st ob er e v i s e d .  And thenSecretaryWatt 

comes outwi thonetha t ' seven  more d e s t r u c t i v e .  And these  

th ingsa re  s t i l l  hanginginthe  a i r  a n d  y e t  t h i s  t h i s  whole 

p r o j e c t  i s  goingforward. NOW, I th ink  i t ' s  c l e a rt o  p e o p l e  

many people who havereadthedi f fe ren timpacts ta tementstha t  

t het e s t imon iestha tpeop lehaveg iven ,thel i t i ga t iontha t ' s  

goneon,hasresu l tedin  some changes.  And t h a t  i s  t h a t  t h i s  

impactstatementbringsout many of t h e  i s s u e s  i n  a much more 

honestand a much more c l e a r  way, c e r t a i n l y ,  t h a n  t h e  o n e  i n  

1979  d id .There ' s  no ques t ionabou ttha t .  You know, r i g h t  

fromthe s t a r t  we we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s i x  t o  n i n e  b i g  

o i l  s p i l l s  t h a ta r ep r o b a b l e ,r i g h tt h e r e ,r i g h tf r o mt h es t a r t .  

There i s  t a lkwi th intheimpac ts t a t emen tabou ttha ts t a t i s t i c s  

beingbasedonwhether i t ' s  t he  gene ra l  OCS s t a t i s t i c s  o r  t h e  

on-shorePrudhoe Bay s t a t i s t i c s ,  a n d  I th inkthepor t ionsofthe  

impact  s ta tements  which  poin ts  ou t  tha t  use  of  theon-shore 
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s t a t i s t i c s  i s  verysuspec t  are qu i t ereasonab le .  In  o t h e r  

words, i t  s a y st h a tt h e r e  w i l l  be d r i l l  s h i p s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be 
0 

exoticcon- --monopode cones t ruc turesoutthere .  I t ' s  no t  


g o i n g  t o  b e  j u s t  g r a v e l  i s l a n d s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  lease sale  


ifthedevelopmentgoesahead. And so  t h o s es t a t i s t i c ss h o u l d  


notbeused. I t ' s  goingtobe more dangerousthanjus t  as i f  


people were onshore.  And I th inkthesugges t iontha t  we  heard 


ear l ie rtodaytha tNor thSeas ta t i s t icsandtheCanadianBeaufor t  


Sea s t a t i s t i c s ,  t h o s e  wouldbe much more appropriateand I think 


t h a t ' st r u e .  The impacts ta tementdoesbringoutthe comments 


of many of  the  e lders  of  the  Nor th  S lope  tha t  have  been  made 


i n  books.and in  t e s t imon ies  abou t  some o f  t he  ice  e v e n t s  t h a t  


t h e y ' v es e e nt h a tt h es c i e n t i s t sh a v e n ' ts e e n ,a n dt h a t ' s  


tha t ' sveryusefu linformat ion .Mid-wintermajoricepushesin  


t hemid-win te r ,t ha t ' sintheimpac ts t a t emen t .The re ' s  more 


t o  be sa id  and  I thinkone wouldhope t h a t  t h e r e ' s  more o f  t h a t  


i nf u t u r e - b o o k sl i k et h i s .  And I th inktha tone  one s ta te 


ment intheimpac t  i n  t h e  book i s  worthquoting,which i s  


when i t  s a y s  t h a t  a caut iousapproachtooi land  gas development 


by industry and a progress ion  of  w e l l  designed ice  hazardstudies 


w i l l  domuch toinsureanorderly,safedevelopmentofour  


Arct icresources ,which i s  onpagee igh ty - th ree .tha t ’ s  I 


think,whateverybody'ssaying. The problem i s ,  i s  t h a t  we 


don ' t  see thecaut iousapproachfromthepart  of  t h e  government 


t h a t ' sp r o p o s i n gt h e s el e a s es a l e s .  I t h i n kt h a t ' s  a good 
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statementthough.Cumulativeimpacts i s  much more w e l l  brought 


outand I th ink  t h a ni nt h ep a s t .I np a r t i c u l a r ,t a l k i n g  


abouttheCanadiantankering,whichsaysthat by 1990 w e  may be 


facingonetanker  a week going by t h i s  town,carrying carrying 


o i lt oJ a p a n .  However, t h e r e  t h e r e  are  many o the rth ings  


which a reb rough tou t .  And andbr ing ingou tthefac ttha t  


most of  t h et r a c t sa r ei nt h ev e r yd a n g e r o u si c ea r e a s ;b r i n g i n g  


outtheveryimpor tan tandverydi f f icu l tand  severe d i s  


problemstha tthesoc ie ty  i s  goingtohave .  And aga in ,  I think 
-
a quote i s  worthmaking,where i t  says ,"Reg iona l lys ign i f i can t  

impactsonsociocul turalsystemsinthe form o fp o l i t i c a l  and 

s o c i a l  u n r e s t ,  c o n f l i c t  a n d  d i s s e n s i o n  are probablethroughthe 

p ro jec t ed  l i f e  ofthef ie ld" .  And a l s o ,  ' 'expectedharmful 

i n t e r a c t i o n s  made inc ludeacce le ra t edra t e s  of  crime, a l coho l ,  

d rugabuse ,v io l ence ,apa thy ,a l i ena t ion ,pa r t i cu la r lyin  

Barrow".Well, of course,thesekinds o f  th ingsarenoth ing  

spec ia ltotheNor thSlope;  i t ' s  special  t o  t h e  boom town kind 

o fth ingandth i s  t h i s  i s  a l l  onpageonetwenty-two, by the  

way. But i t ' s  veryimportanttobringthatoutand i t  i s  going 

on. I s i n gi nt h ec h o i rd u r i n gt h ef u n e r a l s  t h e r e ' ss u i c i d e s  

t h a t  we're see ing .  We're see ing  t h e r ea r ep e o p l et h a th a v e  

drunkthemselvestodeath,and i t ' s  n o t  a happythingtothink 

about  and especial ly  when you th ink  of why t h i s  i s  happening. 

And i t ' s  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s  t h a t ' s  making i t  happen t h e s el e a s e  

(.. s a l e s .  Now, t h e r ea r e  some th ingsintheimpac ts t a t emen ttha t  

c

~ ~ ~ ~~~~ 
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I thinkcouldbeimproved. One i s  I don ' tt h inkthe re ' san  


adequatediscussionoftheenforcementissue.  GeorgeEdwardson 


brough tou tthebes tava i l ab le ,  safest  technologyissue .  And i n  


p a r t i c u l a r ,  t o  my knowlege,there i s  no BAST s tandard se t  y e t  

f o rt h e  Arctic,  and so i t ' s  l e f t  kindofloose.  And aga in ,  

t h i s  i s  anotherargumentforslowingthings down. And i n  f a c t ,  

onpageoneseventy-oneofthe impact  statement i t ' s  admitted 

t h a t  t h e  Arctic OperatingOrders do n o t  t o t a l l y  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  

r i s k s  o f  s p i l l s ,  n o r  a r e  t h e r e  f e a s i b l e  methodsofcontroll ing 

s p i l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  s e a s o n s  when i c e  i s  broken, moving 

andgeneral lyunstable .There are thediscussionabout  

c o s t a l  zonemanagement. The impacts ta tementtalksabout  how 

we ' renotgoingtota lkaboutwhetherth islease  sa le  i s  

cons is ten t  wi th  the  Alaska  Cos ta l  Management Program,andof 

course ,there  i s  n o ,  a t  t h e  moment , inp laceNor thSlope  Borough 

Program,but we're no tgo ingtota lkabou ttha t .  We'll l eave  

t h a t  till l a t e r ,  u n t i l  t h e s e  wells are arebeingproposed 

wi thexp lo ra t ionp lans .  And I th inktha ttha td i scuss ionshou ld  

bere-examined. I unders tandtha ttherehasbeensuccessfu l  

l i t i g a t i o ni nC a l i f o r n i a  whichsaysexact lytheopposi te .That ,  

i n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  now tha tth i sshouldbeexamined .  If you know 

tha t  t he  gove rnmen t  ac t ion  tha t ' s  be ing  p roposed  i s  goingto  

v i o l a t e  l o c a l  c o s t a l  zone management programs, you must, a t  t h e  

beginningofthewholeth ing ,lookin to  i t  ve ryse r ious ly .  The 

i m p a c t  s ta tementdoesn ' tt a lk  much abou t  an  i s sue  tha t  some of 
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testimonytodayhascovered,which i s  t h e  h e a l t h  of thepeople  

and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Native food  tha t  peop le  a re  

f i g h t i n g  t o  r e t a i n  h a s  b e e n  documented t o  b e  more n u t r i t i o u s  

thanwhatyoucangetinthestores .Put t ingasidethecost  and 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  i s  j u s t  more n u t r i t i o u s .  

There was some very good tes t imony in  the  Kaktovik  hear ing  in  

1979 t h a tb r o u g h tt h a to u t ,  on theBeaufort  Sea l e a s e  sale .  The 

impacts ta tementdoesn ' tta lkvery much aboutdatagaps.  I t ' s  

not  very  c lear  about  tha t ,  and  I th ink  the  synthes is ,  which  I 
.-. .  

was luckyenoughtoget a copy of ,becausethe  way I understand 

i t  i t  i s  n o ta v a i l a b l e ,r e a l l y ,t ot h eg e n e r a lp u b l i c  y e t ,  only 

t o  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s ,  b u t  t h i s  much more c l e a r l y  t h e s e  d a t a  

gapsarebroughtoutinhere,and I th inkthe  t h e  the  

impactstatement w i l l  be  s t ronge ri fthey  i f  t h e y  r e v e a l e d  

w h a tt h es c i e n t i s t s  are say ing ,becausethesc i en t i s t sa resay 

ingthe re  are se r iousth ingstha ttheydon ' t  know; t h es c i e n t i s t s  

a r e  s a y i n g  t h a t  some of t h e  f i s h  s t u d i e s ,  some o f  t h e  b i r d  

s tud ie s  a re  based  ononesample i n  o n e  y e a r  a n d  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e y  

know, a n d - s ot h e y ' l lp r e s e n tt h ed a t a ,s a y .  Well, t ha tk indof  

th ing  i s  wor thb r ing ingou tintheimpac ts t a t emen t  a l so ,  so 

more people know a b o u tt h a t .  The impacts ta tementdoesn ' tt a lk  

very much aboutNat iveal lotments ,andyetNat iveal lotments  

a r e  a veryimportantthingbecausetheyarethe t h e  e f f o r t  

o fpeop letop ro tec tthe i rsubs i s t encehun t ing  s i t e s .  The impact 

s ta tementsays,  "Well, t h e r e ' s  a few thathavebeen t h e r e ' s  a 
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few a p p l i c a t i o n si nt h e  NPRA." W e l l ,f a r  from tha t .The re ' s  

over  a hundred  appl ica t ions  in  the  NPRA and  not  on ly  tha t ,  under  

the  D-2 b i l l ,  mostofthosehavebeengranted. Andmany of 

those I shouldsaysevera lofthose  are  r i g h t  n e a r  t h e  Cape 

Ha lke t t  s ide  o f  t he  l ea se  s ide  and  w i l l  beimpactedand I th ink  

thatshouldbeaddressed.There i s  no d i scuss ionofthei s sue  

oftax  l a w  changes. NOW, f o rexample ,Ir eadanana lys i s  a few 

years  agowhich was ta lk ingabout  how t h e  way the  the  

American t axlawsa res t ruc tu red  so t h a t  t h e  o i l  companiescan 

g e t  b i g  w r i t e - o f f s  f o r  g o i n g  i n t o  f r o n t i e r  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h e y 

havetopay a l o t  o f  e x t r a  money i f  t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  d e v e l o p ,  

l i kewi ththeset e r t i a ryrecove rytechn iques .L ikegua ran teed  

o i l ,  from a taxpoin tof  view, anaccount ingpoint  of view, i f  

you t r y  t o  r e a l l y  g e t  t h e  mostyoucan o u t  of  a n  e x i s t i n g  f i e l d ,  

i t ' s  r e a l l y  more e x p e n s i v e  i n  i n  t h a t  way thangoingin to  new 

f r o n t i e r  a r e a s .  And i t  couldbetha t  i f  thetaxlawchange 

thetaxlaws were changed, i t  wouldhave a d r a s t i c  e f f e c t  o n  

the  whether some o f  t h e s e  l e a s e s  r e a l l y  wouldbevery 

a t t r a c t i v et ot h ei n d u s t r y .  And y e tt h e r e ' sn o t h i n ga b o u tt h a t  

i n  i n  t h e  impact  s ta tement .  I d idn ' tseeanyth ingabout  

conserva t ionas  a v i a b l ea l t e r n a t i v e .  Now, i t ' s  probable it’s 

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tha tthes ta tementcovers  i t s e l f  by saying,  w e  

r e f e rt os o m e t h i n ge l s e .  I d i d n ' tc a t c ht h a t ,b u tn e v e r t h e l e s s  I 

th ink  i t ' s  animportantissuethatshouldhavebeen a t  l e a s t  

d i s c u s s e di nt h e  document. Now, eventhough,as I ' ve  s a i d ,  
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t h i s  book i s  g e n e r a l l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  1979  Beaufort  Sea impact 

s ta tement ,  i t ' s  ve ryd i s tu rb ingto  see. In  otherwords,  on the  

onehand, we  a r eb e i n gt o l d  more c l ea r lyo fthedange r s .  On the  

otherhand,  when we're when w e  look a t  theseasonal  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  v a r i o u ss t i p u l a t i o n s ,  a l l  of a suddenthey ' re  

weaker .Inotherwords,  w e  are t o l d  t h i s  i s  a much more 

dangerousareathantheonethat was s o l d  i n  1 9 7 9 ,  andyet  

s u d d e n l y  t h e  s e a s o n a l  d r i l l i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  compressed i n t o  

merely two months insteadoffrom March 3 1 s t  t o  November 1st, the 

way i t  was. And i t ' s  c l e a r l ys t a t e di nt h ei m p a c ts t a t e m e n ta s  

w e l l  i t  shouldbe,  i t  i s  admi t t edtha ttha t  two month d r i l l i n g  

res t r ic t iona l lowsnobuffert ime.Inotherwords ,  i f  the  spill 

happened i n  August, i t  would probably s t i l l  be becleaned 

beingcleaned up when thewhalesarebeginningto  go by,and 

t h a t  was t h e  whole.point of the '  March 3 1 s t  t o  November l s t ,  i s  

n o tj u s tt h a tt h a tp a r t i c u l a rp e r i o d  was dangerous.Inother  

words, i t  w a s  i t  was a wider time framethanjustthedanger

ous ice  conditionsandSpringbreakupand and Fa l lf r eezeup .  

I t  allowed a b u f f e r  so t h a t  i f  t h e r e  was a s p i l l  on  the  l a s t  

day ,there  thatcouldbecleaned up be fo rethe  ice  got  

dangerous.There's  no discussionintheimpacts ta tementof  

why, f o r  example, i ntheSpr ing  time how i s  t h eo i lg o i n gt o  

becleanedup?There's  no d i scuss ionabou ttha t .  I t ' s  j u s t  

s implydroppedout ,that  t h a t  banon d r i l l i n g  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d  

of time. So I ' m  go ingtoin t roduceasanexhib i tsometh ingtha t  
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1 yourof f icea l readyhas ,which  i s  thet e s t imony  tha t  I f i l e d  on 


2 k e e p i n g  t h e  s e a s o n a l  d r i l l i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  


3 l eases ,andtha thas  several a t tachments ,  a r t i c l e s  andanalyses 


4 t osuppor ttha t .Fo r  some r e a s o n ,t h i s  impac t  statementdrops 


5 t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  a b o u t  a c o s t a l  zone management program,and I 


6 d o n ' t  q u i t e  know why, bu t  I d o n ' t  see a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e r e  which 


7 says ,l i ketheBeaufo r t  Sea leases d i d ,t h a tt h e ya r es u b j e c t ,  


8 andput t ingthe  leasees on n o t i c e ,  t h a t  t h e y  are sub jec ttoany  


9 v a l i dc o s t a l  zone management program. Why i s n ' t  t h a t  i n  t h e r e ?  


10 I d o n ' t  see why t h a t  was taken  out?  


11 H . O . :  (Simultaneousspeech) information? 


12 MR. JEFFREY: Huh? No. I be l i eve  i t  was 


13 a c t u a l l yi nt h e  i nt h el e a s e s .  I ' m  n o t  i t ' s  poss ib l e  i t ' s  


14 jus taninformat ionthough,  I ' m  no tsure .Anotheri ssue  i s  the  


15 t es t  s t r u c t u r e .  Now, intheBeaufo r t  Sea l e a s e s  i t  s a y st h a t  


16 youhave tohave  a t e s t  s t r u c t u r e  o u t  t h e r e ,  a n d  a s  was t e s t i f i ed  


17 ear l ie r  today,the Borough hasapprovedonetobebui l t .  I 


18 shou ldn ' ts ay  "a tes t  s t r u c t u r e " .  They haveallowed a s t r u c t u r e  


19 t o  b e  b u i l t  uponwhich t h e y ' l l  b e  making some tes ts .  Now, t h a t  


20 sounds l i k e  a f i n e  p o i n t ,  b u t  i t ' s  n o t  a f i n e  p o i n t  a n d  t h a t ' s  


21 broughtoutinone  of t h e  r e p o r t s  i n  t h e  s y n t h e s i s ,  w h i c h  i s  


22 pageonesixty-eight  of  t hesyn thes i s  document,wherethey t a l k  


23 about so  many d i f f e r e n t  o p t i o n s ,  a n d  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  no r e a l l y  


24 j u s t i f i c a t i o n  g i v e n  i n  i n  t h e  D i a p i r  F i e l d  E.I.S. of why 


25 what what makes peop le  th ink  tha t  we're go ing  to  know 
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everythingthat  peopleneed to  know about  theproperkinds of 

s t r u c t u r e s  d r i l l i n g  p l a t f o r m s  t o  h a v e  i n  t h e s e  d a n g e r o u s  

ice  condi t ions  by the  time people who ge t  t hese  l ea ses  a re  go ing  

t o  want t o  do i t?  I d o n ' t  see why t h a t ' s  t h a ts t i p u l a t i o n  

i s n ' t  s t i l l  i nthe refo rth i simpac ts t a t emen ta l so ,and  i t  

mightevenbestrengthening. And theseop t ionstha ta reg iven  

by i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  th i senvi ronmenta lhazardsrepor ttha t  

inthesynthes is ,shouldbeexamined .  It  may b et h a ti n s t e a d  

o f  l e t t i n g  a n  o i l  company s implypickan area which i t  finds-

convenient,  maybe a na c t u a lt e s ts t r u c t u r es h o u l db ep u ti n - 

t he re  wh ich  wou ld  r ea l ly  you couldrun tes ts  on t h e  way 

the way i t  shouldbedoneouttheretobesafe .  A f i n a l  p o i n t  

on t h i s  i s  t h e  l i a b i l i t y .  What happens i f  t h e r e  i s  a n  o i l  s p i l l '  

That was a n  i s s u e  t h a t  was d i scussed  in  the  1979  f i n a l  E . I . S .  

a f t e r  some some comments f rompeopletha tthedraf t  was pretty 

weak. They expandedthatdiscussion.  Here, w e  are merely 

r e fe r r ed  toCasey ' s  t echn ica lr epor t ,and  when you r e a d  t h a t ,  

i t ' s  onlyabouthalf  a page. And I t h i n k ' sa p p r o p r i a t et op u t ,  

aga in ,  -as an exh ib i tt otoday ' st e s t imony ,  my tes t imonytha t  I 

gave i n  t h e  ' 7 9  leasesa lehear ingwhere  I spend a good dealof  

of time p o i n t i n go u tt h a t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a sham. Tha ttha t  

tha tsp i l lcont ingencyfund,which  some peoplesay i s  goingto  

he lppeoplege tthe  money back  fo rthel ive l ihoodtha t  t hey 've  

lo s t ,ex t r eme lycompl i ca t ed ,ex t r eme lyd i f f i cu l tt o  make any 

proofunderthatand and cer ta in lydoesnotaddresstheneeds  
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ofAlaskacoastalpeople .  It may addresstheneeds of  commercia 

p e o p l ei nt h e  Lower 4 8 ,  I don ' t  know. Now, a f t e rl o o k i n g  a t  t he  

impactstatement,ofcourse,and you know i t ' s  good t o  

s t e p  back a l i t t l e  b i t  f rom the  who le  th ing  because  a f t e r  a l l ,  

we  are ta lk ingabouttheproposa ltohave  a l e a s e  s a l e  on a 

c e r t a i n  d a t e ,  i n  a c e r t a i n  p l a c e  a n d  t h i s  a n d  t h a t ,  a n d  t h i s  

chancetha t  we havetotalkabouttheimpacts ta tement  i s  a l s o  

the  only  chance  tha t  most of  the  pr iva te  people  have  to  rea l ly  

g ivethe i ropin ionsaboutthe  lease s a l e ,  as such. And j u s t  

from my personal  point  of  view,  I when you look a t  t h e  o i l  

s p i l l s  t h a t  are be ing  sa id  to  be  p robab le ,  when you look a t  t h e  

soc ia l  p roblems tha t  a re  a l ready  present  and  w i l l  be  in t ens i f i ed  

when you look a tt h ef a c tt h a t ,f o re x a m p l e ,m a r i n e  mammals, i t '  

s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  may be a majorpopulationreduction,onpage 

onesixty-one t h i n g sl i k et h a t .  I t h i n kt h a tt h ea l t e r n a t i v e  

two,which i s  t h en o - s a l ea l t e r n a t i v e ,  i s  theonetha t  makes 

sense .  Now, what i s  t h a t  - - - t o  m e  t h a t  means t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f o r  

t h i s  f i v e  year l e a s e  p l a n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  y o u ' r e  t a l k i n g  

about no sale .  Now, ofcourse,  when thenex tf iveyea rl ease  

p l a n  i s  considered, a t  t h a t  time, t h i s  wholeissuecanbe 

re-examined. A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  wouldbethat much more s tud ie s  

done,there  wouldbe t h a t  much more operat ingexperience on t h e  

e x i s t i n gl e a s e s ,t h e r e  theBorough'sCoastal  Zone Management 

Programwouldbe i n  e f f e c t  and i t  wouldbe a much d i f f e r e n t  

s i t ua t ion .Obv ious ly ,thewho les i tua t ion  wouldhave t ob e  
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looked a t  thenand and see i f  such  leas ing  w a s  appropr i a t e  

a t  t h a t  time. I nc l o s i n g ,I ' dj u s tl i k et os h a r ew i t h  you 

something I' heard some timeagofromHoraceAhsogeak, who w a s  

o n e  o f  t h e  e l d e r s  t h a t  t e s t i f i e d  e a r l i e r  t o d a y ,  a n d  h e  I was 

over a t  h i s  house ,gosh ,th i s  was probablye ight  monthsago now. 

I was over over a t  hishouseandhe h e  s t a r t e d  t o  t a l k  

about a v is ion  tha t  he  had  and  he  sa id  tha t  somet imes  and I 

d o n ' t  r e c a l l  if i t  was l i k e  i n  dreams o r  waking buthesays i t ' s  

somethingthatkeeps coming backtohim. I t ' s  a v i s i o n  of -
f i r e s  a longtheen t i r eBeaufo r t  Sea coas t  f i r e s .  And whin I 

read  when I read  tha t  burn ing  i s  the  way t o  c l e a n  UP o i l  

s p i l l s  i n  many I n  mostcases a major way t o  do i t .  And 

when I readanimpacts ta tementl ikethisonewhichsaysthat  

s i x  t o  n i n e  m a j o r  o i l  s p i l l s  a reprobable  are goingto  

happen, I keep  th ink ingof  tha tv i s ionof  f i res  burning a l l  

a longtheBeaufortSeacoast ,and when YOU th ink  of  the  

d e v a s t a t i o n  t h a t  t h a t  would cause  to  people ' s  hea l th  and  to  

t h e i r  c u l t u r e  a n d  t o  t h e i r  l i ves ,  I I j u s t  hope t h a t  t h e  

Government s topsdoing i t  andstepsbackand slows down. Thank 

you. 

H . O . :  Thank you, M r .  J e f f r e y .  Any ques t ions?  

MR. BOUDREAU: Yeah. 

H . O . :  Mr. Boudreau? 

MR. BOUDREAU: Mike? 

MR. JEFFREY: Yes? 
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MR. BOUDREAU: Didyou say you were speaking 

a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  theAlaska Legal  Services? 

MR. JEFFREY: No. I I s a i dt h a t  I was 

speaking  personal ly .  

MR. BOUDREAU: Personal ly?  

MR. JEFFREY: I s implyiden t i f i ed  my job .  

H .  0. : Okay. Thank you. Annie Brower?(pause) 

AnnieBrower? 

MS. BROWER:My name i s  AnnieBrowerand m y  

address i s  Box 123,  Barrow. I ' m  w i thInup ia t  Community ofthe 

Arc t icSlope  as anemployee,and I would l i k e  t o  e l a b o r a t e  on a 

few th ingstha thavebeensa idf romear l ie rtoday  up t o  now. 

don ' thave a wr i t ten  s ta tement  bu t  I have I can memorize 

what I havesa idbefore ,  time a f t e rt i m e ,o n  duringthe 

hear ings.Like I s a i db e f o r e ,  ' i t 's  g e t t i n gt ob el i k e  a broken 

r eco rdto  m e .  I can memorize i t  al togetherwhat  I havesaid 

and I haveneverchange i t  and w i l l  neverchange i t ,  what I have 

beensaying,because I am a g a i n s t  t h i s  o f f  s h o r e  d r i l l i n g ,  t h e  

l e a s es a l e so f fs h o r e .  I ' m  a l la g a i n s tt h a tb e c a u s ef o r  my 

people ' ssake .  I ' ve  beeninvolved i n  f e w  t h i n g st h a ta r e  

concerning my people ,ontheirbehalf .Forthesepast  few 

years ,I 'vebeenwi ththeNor thSlope  Borough Planning 

Commission and i f  I haveto  name a l l  t h e  a l l  t h a t  I havebeen 

involvedinconcern ing  my people,  i t ' s  a l o n g  h i s t o r y ,  so I 

\ just goingtoelaborateonwhat  I haveheard a l l  du r ing  th i s  
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t i m e  andonthisenvironmentalimpactstatement.  One t h a t  really 

helped t h a t  h i t  m e  i s  t h a t  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  l i k e l y  w i t h  t h i s  

and  o the r  p roposed  l ease  sa l e s  i n  the  area couldinclude increased 

a l coho l i sm,fami lyb reakup ,conf l i c t ,gene ra t iona lconf l i c tand  

inc reas ing  a l i ena t ion  on  pa r t  o f  Inup ia t  r e s iden t s ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  

i n  Barrow. I t ' s  n o tj u s ti n  Barrow, i t ' s  a l lc o a s t a l - w i d e  

becausefromPrudhoe Bay they ' re  heading  down towardtheother  

areaofAlaskacoastalplaces,and time a f t e r  time w e  have made 

thesestatementsand I d o n ' t  know what more youwant to  hea r .  

We j u s t  see d i f f e ren t  peop le  and  w e  come here  wi th  same things 

t h a t  w e  havesaid beforeand I don ' t  be l i eve  we're j u s t  a b o u t  t o  

changeourat t i tudeaboutour  way o f  l i v i n g  j u s t  t o  p l e a s e  you 

peop lefo rthesehea r ings .  When we  readthes ta tement ,espec ia l  

whattheyhavegathered, a l o t  o f  times t h e y  a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  a 

manner t h a t  t op lease  o the rpeop letha t  are notl iv ingaround 

ourarea .Otherth ingstha t  w e  havesa idarenoteven  documented 

That ' sone of the  wors t  th ings  tha t  people  wi th  the  hear ings  

thattakerecordinganddoing some i n t e r p r e t i n g  i n  t h e i r  manner 

of how t h i s  p e r s o n  s a i d  i t ,  t h e y  write them down a s  t h e  document 

i n  a way tha t  should  not  have  been  even  p laced  in  there  because  

i t ' s  a l toge therd i f fe ren tmeaning .  And t h a t ' s  why we  don ' t  

t r u s t  anybodyanymore. You people come herefromtheouts ide 

world,  you come h e r ea n ds t a r tt a l k i n gt ou s :  "We'll do t h i s  

f o r  you" andyou turnaroundthenyou s t a r t  do ing  th ings  in  

d i f f e r e n t  manner,which makes i t  real  ha rd  fo r  u s  peop le  up here 
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to believe what we hear and see. Andit's -- it's pretty bad 

for me to be speaking in this manner, but that's the truth. that 

is what it's like around here. And furthermore,on these 

statements that have beensaid, I was born at Barter Island 

a
and was raisedin Barrow and my dad's hunter, he's a whale 


hunter and he's moved
to the other villageand now it's my- 
I'm next inline. So we - - my husband andI have a whaling 

crew and our kids are whalers too, all of them. Five - - five 

of our sons are whalers I ' m  expecting my grandchildrento 

be whalers yet. So this is the very thing thatwe didn't 7 

want. Like, this is what you call in English - - (pause) Anyhow 

a
this whale population have been observed few years and 


then the government thinks the whale the whale count is going 


down, but not according to our whalers itis not. From wayback 


we have known that some years they
wait and wait for whales all 


along the ice shoreline, but nowadays they come
up here by 


schools andwe don't believe they did the
right typeof counting 


to make these reportsbut then theymake them make the report 


to the-governmentthat there are what word likeyou use for 


decreasing numbers? 


H . O . :  Diminishing? 

MS. BROWER: Diminishing. And if if the 

government have a wayof trying to get ridof us Inupiat people 

along the coastal villages, that'sone thing that it's trying to 

do to get ridof us is trying to get ridof our forceries - - our 
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foodresourcesbecause we l i ve  o f f  t h e  l a n d  l i k e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  

say .  I t ' s  l i k e  a ga rdentous .L iker igh t  now when you go t o  

t h e  s t o r e ,  t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  t h a t  youcanbesa t i s f iedwi thwi th  

food  what  they  have  in  there  i f  they  have  i t  and i f  youhavethe 

money. I f  you d o n ' t ,t h e n  you j u s t  go hungryunless you go o u t  

and f indyour  own food.Right now youcan go outandget  some 

c a r i b o u  b u t  t h a t  t h i n g  i s  r ea l ly  dep le t ing  too  because  o f  t he  

impactfromtheNorthSlope. You go o u tt h e r e  as some hunters  

see i t ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  t h e  o u t s i d e  p e o p l e  t h a t  come hereto-do 

t h e i r  work ,jobseeke r s ,t heyjus t  go ou tthe reands laugh te r  

an imals .That ' s  no Eskimo way ofdoingth ings  up he re .  They 
-

onlytakecareofthe i rfoodsource .  They d o n ' te v e nt r yt o  


over-do i t  o r  t hey  ju s t  ge t  enough  to  sha re  wi th  the i r  ne ighbors  


i f  theyhaveto.  So t h i s  i s  theone way ourgovernment i s  trying 


t og e tr i do fo u rp e o p l e ,  as I see i t .  I read  books hereand 


t h e r e  too and i t  r e a l l y  h u r t s  m e  because nowadays w i t h  t h i s  


thinggoing on ,  i t  r e a l l y  s c a r e s  us becausetha t ' s  ou ron ly  way 


ofl iv ing .Accord ingtothe  theenvironmental  environment


a l  impact  s t a t emen the re ,  I r ead  I glancedthrough i t  I 


glancedthrough i t  bu t  i t ' s  I d o n ' t  l i k e  i t .  


H.O.: Do you d isagreewi thwhat  i s  s a i d ?  

MS. BROWER: A l o t  o f  i t ,  what i t  sayshere  i s  

n o t . .  . 
H.O.: Not S O ?  

\ MS. BROWER: Not so.  
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H . O . :  You don ' tt h inkthoseth ings  w i l l  happen? 

MS. BROWER: Well, i t ' s  alreadyhappening,but  

t h e  way i t ' s  t h e  way i t ' s  w r i t t e n ,  i t ' s  n o t  i f  I was i f  

I w a s  a good wr i t e r ,  I wouldn ' tpu t  i t  t h i s  way. I would I 

wouldwant t o  make s u r e  I write the wholetruth and nothingbut  

t h et r u t h .  Not makeup s o m e t h i n gl i k et h a tj u s tt op a s s  as a 

s ta tement .That ' swhat  I ' m  saying.Because a l o to ft h i s  i s  

n o t  r i g h t  a n d  I wouldn'tevenwantto comply wi th  what  the  ru les  

andregu la t ionsa re  se t  f o r  us nowadaysbecause I read  I read 

few Federa lregula t ionshereandtheretoobecauseour  w h e r e  

I ' m  working as a Federa l  Federa l ly- funded ,non-prof i t  
_-

t. organ iza t ion .  So w e  we  go have w e  haveto goby Federal  

r u l e s ,  So o nt h e s ei s s u e st h e r e ' s  some s t a t e m e n t st h a t  I s e e  

hereandthereandeventhough w e  don ' twant  w e  d o n ' t  l i k e  

t h i s  o f f  s h o r e  d r i l l i n g ,  I know' t h e y ' l l  j u s t  goon aheadand do 

i t ,  a n d  t o  make thepeople  thewholeworldto know a b o u t  t h i s  

I would I would l i k e  t o  p u t  i n  r e c o r d s  t h a t  i f  i t  comes t o  a 

time as i n d i v i d u a l ,  we're goingtohaveto  do somethingabout i t  

t o  g e t - o u r  a t t e n t i o n  andgetour  way ofdoingth istokeep  t o  

keep i t  as i t  i s .  On l a n d ,t h e r e ' s  a l o to fo i l .T h e r e ' s  a l o t  

of  o i l  f i e l d s ,  b u t  t o  go o u t  t h e r e  t o o ,  a f t e r  d o i n g  a l o t  o f  

damage toourhun t inga reas ,theywan tto  go o u tt ot h es e a .  No 

s a l e ,  from my s i d e .  I don ' twanttha thappen ,whatsoever .I f  
_/--

i t  comes t o  a p o i n t  t h a t  w e  want t o  do something, w e  may haveto 

go t o  D . C .  and s p i l l  t h e  o i l  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  White House 

~ 
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t o  g e t  o u r  a t t e n t i o n ,  t o  g e t  t h e  p r e s s  t o  know what w e  r e a l l y  


saying i s  what w e  want. It  maybe come t o  a p o i n tl i k et h a t .  I 


mean t h a t ' s  my personal  fee l ing  because  the  way I fee l  about my 


peopleandourland .I f  somebody havetopay my f a r e  down t h e r e ,  


I could do i t .  I c o u l dg e ta r r e s t e d ,  I cou ldge tthe  press t o  


make a lo to ffus sabou tth i s ,on lytoge tther igh tpeop lethe re  


and l e t  them know t h a t  what we  s ayhe re  i s  what we mean. And
we 

want i t  t h a t  way. So I I know where D.C. i s ,  I know where 

t ol o c a t e  i t  and i t  wouldn ' tbetoohardtoge tthere .( laughs)  

So even if i t  comes t o  t h a t  p o i n t ,  t h a t ' s  how I f e e l  p e r s o n a l l y  

abou tth i so f fshored r i l l i ng ,and  my answer i s  no,becauseof 

my p e o p l e ,  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n ,  r i g h t  now along 

thel and  i s  badenoughalreadybutto  go ou ttotheocean ,the  

answer i s  no.  Thank you. 

H . O . :  Thank you, Mrs. Brower.JoashTukleor 

Tukle? 

U . V . :  Tukle. 

H.O.: Tukle. 

U . V . :  JoashTukle.  

H . O . :  Tukle. Thankyou. Sorry (pause) Mr. 

Tukle? 

MS. MONGOYAK: ( speaksInupia t )  

H.O.: Go ahead. 

MR. TUKLE: My name i s  JoashTukle.  

H.O.: What i s  youraddress? 
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MR. TUKLE : Huh? 


H . O . :  What i s  yourmai l ingaddress?  


MS. MONGOYAK: I t ' s  a p o s to f f i c e  boxnumber. 


MR. TUKLE: 1 -- 157 .  


H . O . :  Thank you. 


MR. TUKLE: I ' m  fromBarrowandNuiqsut,both. 


H . O .  : And fromNuiqsut? 


MR. TUKLE: Yeah.
(Speaks I n u p i a t )  

MS. MONGOYAK: H e  f i r s t  wantsto know a l i t t l e  

b i taboutwhat  you people are.  I f  y o u ' r ef r o mt h eo i l  company 

o r  fromthelanddepartment Bureauof LandManagement. So 

I ' m  go ing  to  g ive  him a b r i e f  b r i e f i n g  o n  t h a t  i n  I n u p i a t .  

(SpeaksInupiat)  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: When theNativepeople  make t h e i r  

a l lo tmen t s ,t heInup ia t ssa idtha tthe i ra l lo tmen t swereno t  

i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  w e r e - n o t  theocean was no t  i nc luded  wi th  

thea l lo tmentbecause  i t  didnotbelongtotheEskimos.  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: If they were g o i n gt o  s t a r t  the  

a l lo tmen tdea l  a long time ago, why weren ' t  t he  Eskimos n o t i f i e d  

of  t h i s  theyweregoingto do t h e  o f f  s h o r e  d r i l l i n g .  

H . O . :  Well, There’vebeen a number of  meetings 

and  hea r ings  wi th  r e spec t  t o  p roposa l s  fo r  o f f  sho re  d r i l l i ng .  

There 'sbeen no d e c i s i o nt o  t o  i s s u e  l e a s e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
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That ' sthepurpose  of of theenvironmentalimpacts ta tement ,  

i s  t o  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  who who 

makes tha tdec i s ion ,wha tthe  theprobable  impacts  of  such a 

dec i s ion  would be ,  and  tha t ' s  why we're h e r e  f o r  t h e s e  h e a r i n g s .  

I I guess I ' m  confusedabouttheword,"allotment". Does he 

mean l i k e  a subs is tencea l lo tmentonland?  

MS. MONGOYAK: No. I thepeoplehadclaim 

t o  t h e i r  h u n t i n g  a r e a s  a n d  t o  t h e i r  l ikeNuiqsut  w a s  oneof 

theplaceswheretheyhadtoput  up s t a y  up i n  t e n t s  i n  o r d e r  
5 

t o  c l a i m  t h a t  l a n d .  

H.O.: Under theClaimsAct? 

'< MS. MONGOYAK: Urn-hum. 

H.O.: Yeah. Okay. Ask him t o  go on ,but  I ' m  -

I'll t r yt of o l l o w .  I don ' tunde r s t andthepo in the ' st ry ing  

t o  make. 

MS. MONGOYAK: (SpeaksInupiat)  
-

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: When t h e yf i r s t  made t h e i r  

dec is ionsastowherethe i ra l lo tmentcouldbe ,thewhi te  man 

t o l d  them tha t  t hey  cou ld  no t  make the i r  a l lo tmen t s  on  around 

thel akes  o r  anywhere, o rtheocean ,tha tinc ludedwa te r .  

H . O . :  Okay. I j u s td i d n ' t  okay. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: The Eskimoshave n o ts a i dy e s  
i 

t o  t h e  d r i l l i n g  a n d  t o  t h e  o f f  s h o r e  d r i l l i n g  andhe ,h imsel f ,  
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doesnotwantanydri l l ingorany lease sale t o  go on. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: Looking a t  t h e  map i nf r o n t  of  

him t h a t  youbrought ,he 's  hedoesn ' t  see anyi s l andstha t  

t h e y  u s u a l l y  s e e ,  a n d  h e  t h i n k s  t h a t  y o u  d i d n ' t  i n c l u d e  a l l  o f  

t he  map t h a t  was supposedtobeonthere.  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

H . O . :  Maybe o nt h a t  . . . .  
MR. TUKLE: Inupiat)  -
H . O . :  I ' m  s o r r y .  I ' m  s o r r y .  Y 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS.' MONGOYAK: The nex t  time you makemaps of  

theproposedarea ,  you should h e ' s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  youhave 

thewhole map wi th  you i n s t e a d  of j u s t  a po r t ion  o f  i t  so t h a t  

the  people  up h e r e  t h a t  know the  a rea  can  see wha t  you ' r e  r ea l ly  

t a lk ingabou t .Th i s  i s  only a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  map t h a t  you 

brought,andlooking a t  i t  from h i sv iewpo in t ,hedoesn ' t  

r e a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p l a c e .  

H . O . :  Ask him tolook  a t  t h el a r g e r  map t h a t ' s  

ly ingthereonthetab le ,which  i s  r e a l l y  fromBarrow t o  t h e  

Canadianborder,  a t  l eas t ,  and . . . .  
MS. MONGOYAK: (SpeaksInupiat)  

H . O . :  . . . .a n di n d i c a t ea n yi s l a n d st h a t  

t h a t  a r e  n o t  shown t h e r e .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  
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MS. MONGOYAK: He's say ing  i t ' s  f o rt h eb e n e f i t  

' o f  t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h a t  d o n ' t  know t h e  a r e a ,  n o t  no ton ly  

fo r  h imse l f  bu t  fo r  t he  o the r  peop le  tha t  have  no t  t r ave l l ed  

in l and  o r  have  gonearoundthat area. 

H.O.: Is hesay ingtha t  w e  needto showmore 

in l and  o r  a l a r g e r  . . . .  
MS. MONGOYAK: More . . . .  
H.O.: . . . . p a r t  o fthecoas t ?  

MS. MONGOYAK: Larger  p a r t  o fthe  map a b o u t 

whereyou ' regoingtobedoingtha tproposedsa le ,inc luding- the  

upper upperpartandthebot tom. The whole map a r e a  o f 

( ~~ 

whereyou'redoingyourleasesale .  

H.O.: I t ' s  i t ' s  t h ea r e ai nH a r r i s o n  Bay, 

r i g h tt h e r e .  

MR. TUKLE: See; r i g h tt h e r e .( p h )  

H.O. : Um-hum. 

MR. TUKLE: That ' ssupposedtobe a l l  out (ph) 

l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e  map. 

H.O.: J u s t  j u s t  t h e  area wherethoseblocks 

a r e .  Now, wha twou ldbehe lp fu ltoinc ludeinadd i t iontotha t?  

MS. MONGOYAK: (SpeaksInupiat)  

u.V.: Excuse m e .  (SpeaksInupiat)  Yeah. You 

guys a r e  n o t  showingtheis landsontheareawhereyouhavethe 

proposed proposal .That ' swhathe 'ssaying.youdon' t  -~-

'. haveanymarkingsontheislands.  
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U . V . :  I nt h e  i nt h ep u b l i cn o t i c e .  

U . V . :  I nt h ep r e s s  release. 

H . O . :  Oh, i nt h ep r e s sr e l e a s e .  On t h a tb i g  

map, a r et h ei s l a n d st h e r e ?  

. U . V .  : Urn-hum. 

Thank(pause)H.O.: All r i g h t .  Okay. you. 

Okay.Thank you. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: H e  would r e a l l ya p p r e c i a t e  it i f  

p e o p l e  o u t  i n  r a d i o l a n d  a r e  l i s t e n i n g  t h a t  know a b o u t  t h i s  a r e a  

would come i n  a n dt a l kt o  you a b o u tt h el e a s es a l e .  I t  would 

be a r e a l  b i g  h e l p  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  a n d  t o  t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: By a roundColv i l l eI s l and  

C o l v i l l e ,  t h e r e  a r e  i s l a n d s  t h a t  you d o n ' t  show onthe map and 

t h e r e  a r e  are about t h e r ea r eh o u s e st h a ta r ea b o u tf i v e  

o r  s i x  f e e t  down t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  a n d  h e  r e a l l y  w a n t s  t o  

keep t h a t  area i n t a c t .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: There are  more f i s h  i n  t h e  

Colv i l le  River  than  anywhere  tha t  he  knows and  he  r ea l ly  doesn ' t  

wantany d r i l l i n g  done i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: He was bornandraisedinKupig 

River.  
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MR. TUKLE: (S-peak s I n u p i a t )  

MS. MONGOYAK: H i s  g randparents  h i sp a r e n t s  

and h i sg randpa ren t shavegravestha t  are overtheretoo .  And 

h i s  re la t ives  t h a t  a r e  b u r i e d  t h e r e ,  i s  h i s  mainconcerntoo. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: H e  says  we  are Uni tedSta tes  

c i t i z e n st o o ,  w e  who are s i t t i n gh e r ew i t hy o u .  We whoknow t h e  

oceanand how i t  i s .  We havelooked a t  theUnitedStatesand 

how the i r  vege tab les  and  gardens  are beingfrozenandsometime 

i n  t h e  f u t u r e  youpeople are going  to  come up and e a t  w i t h  us 
too .  

MR.. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: We, theEskimos,invi tepeople  

t o  come and ea t  a t  inourhousesand w e  do notexpec t  them 

t o  pay f o r  what w e  putout ,and-theycould come i n  anytimethey 

want t o .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

whoMS. MONGOYAK: You come tohea rusandto  

hea r  ou r  t e s t imon ies  shou ld  r ea l ly  go overourtes t imonies  

i n s t e a d  of j u s t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  u s .  

H . O . :  We w i l l .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: He's t a l k i n gt o  more t a l k i n g  

totheNuiqsutpeople .  You a r e  going toNuiqsut tomorrow you 

peoplearegoingtoNuiqusut  tomorrowand I would l i k e  t h e  

i 
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peoplefromNuiqsutthat go t h a t  are t h a t  own h a l f  of 

some o f  t h e  r i g s  o u t  t h e r e  t o  go tothemee t ing .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: The people  who wan tthed r i l l i ng  

donehave a l s o  b r i b e d  t h e i r  own p e o p l e  t o  s i g n  o r  t o  s a y  t h a t  

t hey  wan t  d r i l l i ng  doneandhe a l s o  t e l l s  them t h a t  h e  i n  no 

way wantstheseotherpeopletobribewhoever  i s  i n  f o r  t h e  

proposed sa le .  

MR. TUKLE: Inupiat)  .. 
MS. MONGOYAK: H e  hea rdabou ttheb r ibe ry  done 

t o  young peopleandhewantstobe as a spokesman fo r  t he  peop le  
~-~ 

of  Nuiqsut .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: “I have much tosayabou tth i s  

s a l e ,  b u t  I haveheard a lo t  o f '  t es t imonies  f rom the  people  here '  

and--andtheyhave thepeopleherehavealreadysaidwhathe 

was goingtosay .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  
- MS. MONGOYAK: "And goingbacktothe  damages 

thatcanbedone t o  theocean."  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "The ocean o f  ours  i s  n o tl i k e  

“theocean of  your i n  yourcount r ies .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

“MS. MONGOYAK: "It has  eyes. 
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MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "The currentandthewind,  when 

they are t o g e t h e r ,  are ve rys t rong . "  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "They don't". . . . 
MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "They can damage anything.  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "We haveheardabout how you-can 

c l ean  up t h e  o i l  s p i l l s  i f  t h e r e  i s  ever a no i l  s p i l l .  “ F 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "There i s  no way f o r  you t oc l e a n  

up a n  o i l  s p i l l  i f  i t  everoccurred  up herebecauseofthe 

p re s su re  r idges  coming up andthewindandwhateverthat i s  t h a t  

turmoils  the ocean out  here .  “ 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "The p i p e  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d yi n s i d e  

thepermafros t ,  if t h e r e  was e v e r  a n  o i l  s p i l l ,  a f t e r  f i v e  d a y s  

i t  w i l l  de s t roy  a l l  animalwith - - .  without  be ing  c leaned  up ."  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: "Anyway, w e  cansayaboutth is  

a b o u tt h eo i l  s p i l l :  We cannotcont ro lthewindtodie  down i f  

even i f  w e  did" no. "We c a n ' ts a y  we c a n ' t  t e l l  t h e  

wind t o  d i e  down" a n d  h e  s a i d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  h e ' s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

proposed sale  and he wants  to  l ive hand i n  hand with the white  
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people .  

t r a n s l a t i n g .  

H.O.: Thank you. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

H.O.: Thank you. 

MS. MONGOYAK: T h a t ' sa l lh eh a st o  say. 

you very much.H.o.: Thank Thank YOU f o r  

MS. MONGOYAK: (SpeaksInupiat)  

H.O.: Is thereanyone who w i s h e st ot e s t i f y ?  

MS. MONGOYAK: I asked i f  I missed some o f  it. 

H . O . :  Oh. I beg pardon.your 

MS ...SOLOMON: T h e r e ' s  j u s t  o n e  l i t t l e  p l ace  
~ 

(-

~~ 

\ 

h e r et h a t  I havetoaskhim. About aboutthe  map. I th ink  

he h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  knows thel andandi s l ands  

shouldhaveopportuni tytohelp 'withthenap.  I t h i n k  i t  was 

mentionedtohavethepeople  come h e r e  t h a t  knows aboutthe 

land .  -

H.O. : We wouldwelcome t h a t  k i n d  of help,and 

when when w e  f i n i s h ,  i f  you c o u l d  t a l k  t o  M r .  Emerson(ph) 

who i s  s e a t e dr i g h tb e h i n d  you t h e r e ?  Okay? 

MS. SOLOMON: (SpeaksInupiat)  

H . O . :  Thank you. Was t h e r e  t h e r e  was some-

one e lse  who w a n t e d  t o  t e s t i f y .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. SOLOMON: (SpeaksInupiat)  
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MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. SOLOMON: Yeah. H e  hewantedthat so he 

cou ld  he lp .  

H.O.: Well, w e  welcome h i s  h e l p  and . . . .  
MS. SOLOMON: And l e t  thepeople  know wherethe 

a n i m a l s  a r e  i n  t h a t  i n  t h a t  map. 

H . O . :  Oh. T h e r ea r el o t so f  maps i nt h e  

environmentalimpacts ta tementthat  show what h e ' s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  
a
MS. SOLOMON: But hewantstobeincluded. The 
? 

Nat ivepeopletha thavel ivedthere ,theywanttobe  a bethe 

h e l p e r s  t o  show wherethe thehab i t a to fthean ima l sa re .  -

(. H . O . :  Are you Char l i e  Hobson? 

MR. MAUPIN: J e f f r e y  Maupin. 

H . O . :  You'reJeffreyMaupin.  Oh, a l lr i g h t .  M r .  

Maupin i t  d o e s n ' t  matter. Okay. Char l i e  Hobson andthen Mr. 

Maupin.Okay. 	 I j u s t .  . .  . 
MR. HOBSON: Okay. My name i s  Char l ie  Hobson. 

H . O .  : . . . .have my peoplemixedup. 

MR. HOBSON: I ' m  a Nat ive .  

H . O . :  And what ' syouraddress ,  M r .  Hobson? 

Your mai l ing  address .  

MR. HOBSON: 1 7 2 .  I ' m  concernedaboutth istha t  

I am t h eo n l y  Eskimo adu l t( ind i sce rn ib l espeech) ,' c ause  I 

s p e n ts i xy e a r si nt h ei c e .  Of t h en i n ey e a r s  I hadworked 

i f o r  t h e  NavalArcticResearch Lab you know O&?(ph) 
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H.O.: Urn-hum. 

MR. HOBSON: I s p e n ts i xy e a r si nt h e  ice  i t s e l f .  

S ixyearsof  my l i f e ,  you know? And t h e r e ' s  no way youcansay 

t h a t  t h e  ice  i s  goingto  do t h i s  and t h a t .  

H.O.: I didn ' tunders tandyou.  

MR. HOBSON: You canneversaywhattheice  i s  

going to do. . . . 
H.O. : Um-hum. 

toMR. HOBSON: . . . day. -
H .  0.: Urn-hum. T 

MR. HOBSON: We t r a v e l  by thewindandthe 

i: c u r r e n t  movements everyday. I spen tn ineyea r sontheice  

s i x  y e a r s  i n  t h e  i c e ,  t o t a l ,  onanice onaniceberg,okay? 

H . O .  : Urn-hum. 

MR. HOBSON: There ' s  no way you canpredictwhat  

t h e  i c e  i s  goingtodo,whatthe ice  whatthewind i s  going 

todo.  I l i v e d  onanicebergs ix  mile by fou r  m i l e  f o r  s i x  

y e a r s  o f  t h e  n i n e  y e a r s  t h a t  I worked forArct ic(ph)Naval  

Research. I haveeveryrecordofthat ,what  w e  d i d ;  how t h e  

i s land  went  and  there ' s  no  way youcanpredictwhere i t ' s  going 

t o  go everyday. One day we would move h a l f  a mile ,we 'd  move 

two miles ,we 'd  goback two mi les .There ' sno  way youcan 

p r e d i c t  t h e  i ce .  

H.O.: Didyouexper ience ,ontha ticeis land ,  

t,. t h e  o v e r r i d e  t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  h a v e  t e s t i f i e d . .  .. 
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MR. HOBSON: Everyday.Everyday we d i df o r  

t h e  n i n e  y e a r s  I worked f o r  Naval Arctic Research, we  d id .  

'Cause I was o n  t h a t  i c e  i s l a n d  a n d  t h a t  p r e s s u r e  rate you 

th inkabout ,ourl iveswereinjeopardyeveryday .  The o f f i c e  

of  Naval Researchpaiduseverydaysometh ingl ikee ightdol la rs  

n i n e  d o l l a r s  a n d  s i x t e e n  c e n t s  a day f o r  s l e e p i n g .  

H . O . :  But no ttoosound ly?( l augh te r )  

MR. HOBSON: Not toosoundly ,but  you know 

tha t ' swha t  i t  i s .  But you know t h a t  t h a tp r e s s u r e  

r i d g e  was so tremendouseverydayandyoucan'tputan ice  -
i s l a n d  o v e r  t h e r e  a t  Prudhoe Bay andyou c a n ' t  do i t .  

H . O . :  What a b o u tg r a v e li s l a n d st h a ta r eb u i l t  

from the . . . .  
MR. HOBSON: You c a n ' t  do i t .  

H . O . :  . . . .f r o mt h el a n du p ?  

MR. HOBSON: You c a n ' t  do i t .  You c a n ' t  do i t .  

Gravel ,  I mean i s  n o t h i n gt ot h a ts t u f f .  You a ret ak ingn ine  

years  of  my l i f e  where n ine  yea r s  o f  my s t u d y  f o r  n o t h i n g .  

And you  wan t  t o  b u i l d  a you know a i c e  i s l a n d  o u t  t h e r e ?  
~I You c a n ' t  do i t .  I'm t h e  you know I ' m  a ni c e o l o g i s t .  

~ Beforeyouinventedthosethings you know 'cause  I was 

t h e r e ,  I know more thanyou. 

H . O . :  I don ' tdoub ttha t .  

MR. HOBSON: Huh? 

H . O . :  I don ' tdoub ttha t  a b i t .  

R & R COURT REPORTERS 

8 1 0  -N-STREEf P.O. Box 1 2 0 8  3S50AIRPORT WAY. SUITE 250 

ANCHORAGE. A L A S K A  99501 ~ FAlRBAN)(S.*LASKAP9!3707 FAI~RBANKS.ALASKA 99707
~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

- -  -- 
- -  -- 

-- - -  

- -  

- -  -- -- 

- -  

-- -- 

-165-


\ -

MR. HOBSON: What? 


H.O.: Thatyou know more than I do. 


MR. HOBSON: I know I know more than youdo. 


Why youwant t o  b u i l d  i t ,  ' cause  i t ' s  nogood. Why yougoing 

t o  b u i l d  o n e  o u t  t h e r e ?  

H . O . :  I d o n ' t  know t h a tt h e r e ' s  a p r o p o s a lt o  

bu i ldanicei s l and .There  i s  . . . .  
MR. HOBSON: I spen t  s i x  yea r s  of  my l i f e  o u t  

onaniceis lands tudyingtheice .  I worked n i n ey e a r sf o rt h e  

you know f o r  Max Brewer (ph)andthoseguys. Max Brewer, 

JohnChin,(ph) 	 a l l  t h o s e  you know people.  

H . O .  : Um-hum. 

MR. HOBSON: And I s p e n ts i xy e a r s ,t o t a l ,o u t  

of  my l i f e ,  workingoutontheice,  so  t h a t  you know I 

know more than you you guys. And t h e r e ' s  no way youcan 

b u i l d  o r  d r i l l  i n  t h a t  s t u f f  o u t  t h e r e .  If youcanput i t  i n - 

you know I don’ t  know you know-- I know I knowhow 

t o  wri te  j u s t  l i k e  you g u y s ,i nt h e  way o f  t h i n g s .  (ph)  I'm 

a ni c e o l o g i s t .  Ask m e  anyquestionand I w i l l  answeryou. 

What's your  b ig  problem r ight  now? 

H . O . :  We t h i n k  t h a t  we'd l i k e  t o  know i f  w e  

have the records from your experience .... 
22 MR. HOBSON: From whatyears?ArnoldBrower, Jr  
24 i s  my cous inthere .  He knows. He's beentheretoo .  What 

i 25 experience do youwant? We have a l l  t heexpe r i encetoge the r .  
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What kind of  experience do youwant to  have?  

MR. ARNOLD BROWER: I f  I may i n t e r r u p t ?  

H . O .  : Yes. 

MR. ARNOLD BROWER: Char l ie ,whatthey ' ret ry ing  

toge touropin iononthe  lease sa leoverhere ,what  what 


t h e  impact  wouldbethree miles f romthei s l ands ,ou tin tothe  


ocean. And I c a nv a r i f yh i s  h i s  s t a y  down a t  T-3 i n  t h e  i c e  


i s l andsbecause  I was t h e  p a r a c h u t i s t  t h a t  t o o k  t h e  r i g s  


p a r a c h u t e  r i g s  t o  make a i r  d r o p s  t o .  t h e  ice  i s l a n d s  f o r  t h e i r  


f o o d sa n dt h e i rn e c e s s i t i e s  as theyea r sp rogres sed .  So I can 


var i fy  tha t  he  had  been  on  as a ma t t e r  o f  f ac t  been  on the  


i c e  i s l a n d  o n  T-3 p r o j e c t s  a n d  i c e  i s l a n d  p r o j e c t s  o u t  t h e r e .  


COURT REPORTER: Couldheident i fyhimself ,plea 


H . O .  : Oh. This i s . .  . . 

MR. ARNOLD BROWER: My name i s  ArnoldBrower, 


Jr. and I ' m  speakingtohelpCharl ieunderstandwhat  whatthe 

t h e  D i a p i r  F i e l d  t h i n g  i s .  

MR. HOBSON: Okay. What I ' m  saying you know 

y o u  c a n ' t  do a n y t h i n g  o u t  o f  B a r r i e r  I s l a n d s  r i g h t  now. 

You c a n ' t  . . . .  
H . O . :  Beyond t h eB a r r i e rI s l a n d s .  I ' m  no t  

t h a t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  ofthemigrat ionsofT-3,al though I do 

remember readingabout  i t  a t  t h e  time. 

MR. HOBSON: I 'vebeen  a l l  overtheNorthSlope 

andbytheNorthPoleand all over  by t h e  d r i l l i n g  s i t e  (ph) and 
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Canadian s i d e  w i t h  t h e  ice  i s l a n d  T-3  where I worked f o r  n i n e  

y e a r si nt h a ts t a t i o n .  I w a s  o u to nt h ei c e ,s t u d y i n gt h ei c e  

f o r  a t o t a l  o f  s i x  y e a r s .  

MR. ARNOLD BROWER: I t h i n k  maybe, C h a r l i e ,  you 

migh t  po in t  ou t  wha t  p ro jec t s  t ha t  I know t h e r e  w a s  more than 

onepro jec t  more than T-3 .  I t h i n k  youprobably know a l l  t h e  

o t h e r  p r o j e c t s .  

MR. HOBSON: Are youguys i n  are you you 

Project  of  heardever  guys 

H . O . :  I h a v e n ' t ,b u tt h a td o e s n ' t  mean t h a t  

somebody e l se  hasn ' t .  

( '--~ 
MR. HOBSON: Have you you heardofAjax? 

(pause)This was t h e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  w e  producedwith Max Brewer 

andtheOfficeofNavalResearch,studyingthe you know 

the  cu r ren t sand  eve ry th ingin  thewho lewor ldtha t  t h a t  t h e  

t h e r e  were Americanpeople,there was theRussianpeople ,  

t henthe re  were Swedishpeople,you know? Are youguysfamiliar 

wi th  the  Ajax  Pro jec t?  
- H . O . :  No, I ' m  n o t  w i t h  i t .f a m i l i a r  

MR. HOBSON: Well, ge ttoyour  bookand c a l lt h e  

AjaxProject'causetheOfficeofNavalResearchgotthething 

i n  your i nt h e i r  book. U s  andtheRussiansgot  i t .  T h a t ' s  

where we t ook  the  p ro jec t  ou t  t he re  a hundredandtwentymiles 

ou t  he re  f rom the  cu r ren t  wherewere where'syour paperwork? 

H . O . :  Is thereanyth ingyoucan  t e l l  us ,  Mr. 
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Hobson, abou t  t he  Har r i son  Bay area,fromyour . . . .  
MR. HOBSON: A l o t .  

H . O .  : . . . .fromyourexperience? 

MR. HOBSON: I don ' tevenhavetolook a t  i t .  

H . O . :  Well,wouldyou t e l l  m e  whatthe 

condi t ions there  would would be . . . .  
MR. HOBSON: T e r r i b l e .  

H . O . :  Okay. Anythingmore s p e c i f i ct h a nt h a t ?  

MR. HOBSON: You c a n ' t  do n o t h i n gi nt h e r e . =  
?It ‘s t e r r i b l e .  

H . O . :  Can ' t  do anything? 
,-

i MR. HOBSON: You c a n ' t  do n o t h i n gi nt h e r e .  

1 9 7 1  you know I w a s  you know n o t  j u s t  w o r k i n g  f o r  

Arct icResearch Lab you know I had a r e sea rch  vesse l  

s tudy ingthes i l i con(ph)ou to f  a ( ind iscern ib lespeech)and  

I j u s tc o u l d n ' tg e tb a c k .  I was t h e  f i r s t  mateon t h a tt h i n g .  

Tha t ' s  when t h ep i p e l i n e  was j u s t  s t a r t i n g .  I was workingfor  

Max Brewer. I cou ldn ' tge tbackinbecause  you know t h e r e  

was t h i r t y ,  f o r t y  f o o t  waves. And you know i t ' s  j u s t  

t h a tt h i n g  i s  c r u c i a l .  

H . O . :  Becauseof o fi c er i d g e s ?  

MR. HOBSON: Same t h i n g .  And i nt h e  summertime, 

highwaves w a s  what w e  were doing. 

H . O . :  Stormsurges? 

i MR. HOBSON: Yes, ma'am. 
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H.O.: What about the. . . .  
MR. HOBSON: I did that research for you know 

before -- you know - - for a long time. 

H.O.: Okay. 


MR. HOBSON: And I will not have anything 

I studied the Arctic fornine years - - six years floating out 

on the ice. I will not have any drilling till someone equal 

my record staying outon that ice forsix years. You can put 

that down in your notes. Put it down in your notes. Max ~ 

Brewer, he's now. >in
Anchorage
right 


H.O.: I know about Max Brewer. 


MR.' HOBSON: Okay. 

H.O.: Okay. And I have it down in my notes 


and thank you very much. And whenwe break,if you'd like to 


spend some time talking
with our staff, we'd appreciate it. 


JeffreyMaupin? (pause) Hi. 


MR. MAUPIN: Hello. 

H.O.: Sorry to walk(ph) you around. Do you 

want to give me your address, please? 

MR. MAUPIN: Post Office Box 161. 

H.O.: Barrow? 

MR. MAUPIN: Yes. 

H.O.: Okay. 

MR. MAUPIN: I'm concerned about where the oil 

companies are going to get theirgravel to make their man-made 
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i s l a n d s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  t oc o n s t r u c tt h e s e  man-

made i s l a n d s  i n  onehundredandthir ty-onefeetofwater ,which 

theymentioned here i n  t h e  E.I.S. book, i t ' s  go ingto  r equ i r e  a 

l o t  o fg rave landthe re ' s  several s o u r c e st h a t  I see t h a t  

wherethe o i l  companieswould f indadvantageoustoge tthese  

t h i sg r a v e lf o rt h e i r  man-made i s l a n d s .T h e r e ' s  t h e r e ' s  

t h e  perhapsthebeach.  They cou ldge ttheg rave lf romthe  

beach.There 'sgravelthattheycouldgetfromthe sea f l o o r  

i t s e l f .The re ' stheg rave ltha ttheycou ldge tf romthei s l ands  

Any tak inggrave lf romanyoftheseplacestobui ldtheman 

made i s l andswou ldse r ious lye f fec ttheenv i ronmen t ,theocean  

cur ren tsand  and whichwould des t roy  the  popu la t ions  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  	ofan ima l sl iv inginthea rea .  

H . O . :  What k indsofth ingsare  you t a l k i n g  

about?  

MR. MAUPIN: Again,with wel l ,okay.  I ' l l  

s t a r t  w i t hg e t t i n g  t h eg r a v e l  fromthe s e a  f l o o r .  I f  t h e y  

dredgedthegrave lf romthe  f r o mt h es e af l o o r ,t h i s  w i l l  

d e s t r o y  t h e  o r g a n i s m s  i n  t h a t  i n  tha t  spo t  where  they  do t h e  

dredging. The ben th ico rgan i smstha tl i ve  on t h e  sea f l o o r  

i t s e l f .  S i l t a t i o n ,  whichoccurredfromthe thedredgingof  

the  grave l ,  would  c loud  the  water and f o r  many miles around 

wherethey do thedredging,whichwould l i m i t  t h e  amount of 

l i g h t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p l a n t s  i n  i n  t h e  w a t e r .  

(- s i n c e  t h i s  i s  w e  have i n  t h i s  o c e a nup h e r e ,  think athat 
_ _  
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simple food chain. We -- there's -- this would this clouding 

of the waterand limitation of the light to the plant organisms 

which would result in in --'whichwould result in killing 


them because they couldn't get any
light, would limit the 

monozo plankton, the -- the higher animal lifein the -- in the 

sea because they couldn't feedupon this planktonwhich was 


dying from the siltation and clouding
of the water. If they 


get the gravel from the
beach, I think that this would seriously 

effect the currents that of thewater, which goes alongthe 
beach. Dredging from the river basins for gravel would reduce 

would eliminate the habitat
which fish stay in the winter. 

Staying -- they stay under theice, in the -- in the river basin 

where they you know-- where the water - - where the river 

meets the ocean. And in the winter they have they winter 

there. An example of the effect that dredging sand and gravel 

from thebeach -- one example of that effectof gravel -- dredging 

gravel sandfrom the beach is our beachout here along Barrow. 


Sand and gravel was dredged from this area to build the airport 


and since that has occurred, the
ocean has been advancing two 


feet, at least, each year, and hasbeen eating away at the 


coastline. You can see that ifyou go down along the beach. 


That - - that's a - - a - - that's an unwanted effect that might 

occur if theoil companies dredge along thebeach there, where 


along the coastline. I might mention that another area 


in this otherarea of the BeaufortSea, there is a place called 
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"The BoulderPatch'' which was a unique habitat of -- of many 

different types ofboreal and benthicorganisms; that is, 

organism living inthe water and animals you know plants 

f
living on the sea floor,which isn't -- isn't found anywhere 

hasn't been found anywhere else in the Arctic. And habitats 

like these should be protected.The third resource of gravel 

which the oil companies mightuse to - - to get the - - the gravel, 

is the islands out there. These islandsare some of the primary 

nesting areas for the many types of arctic birds. Taking gravel 
-.rL . 

from this - - from these islands would eliminate thathabitat 


and would result in less game for the Native people. I 


< '-	 think we should seriously considerwhere this gravel is going 

to come from and expect that wherever they get their gravel 

from, that it's goingto effect some environment drastically. 

There's not that many source--- sources of gravelhere in the 

Arctic. I've mentioned three, there may beothers, but these 

. are the main three andI think that theseare the most important 


Thank you. 


- H.O.: Thank you, Mr. Maupin. I have a note 

that Mr. Arnoldold Brower would like afew more words. Is there 


anyone else who wants to testify this evening? (pause) Okay. 


After Mr. Brower, then ....(pause) Welcome again. 


MR. ARNOLD BROWER: Good evening. I am been 

listening on the air tomost ofwhat everybody hassaid, and I 

am -- I'm pretty sure thatwe have covered prettymuch of what 
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needs to be covered. I would like to emphasize that these 


things be taken into great consideration, especially
on the 


subject of whether you own the land or whether
we own the land 

submerged land. I think to make a sale of this kind without 

even havinga title to it is is -- you know -- it's just 

beyond my comprehension. Just like somebody sold my property 

at my in Browerville. Although muchof the things thatI 

wanted to cover thatI didn't cover have already beencovered, 


I wanted to emphasize a little biton your assistanceto our 


people. You have come the United States Government,State 


government and other agencies have come time and again to
for 


our inputof helping you to help therest of the nation on 


this oil find, oil research, oil search. We have that problem 


here too. A s  a matter of fact, our neighbors buya drum of oil 

for their stove fora hundred and sixty-three dollarsa drum 


and that doesnot last a week. You go through four drumsof 


that kindof fuel and you go through that whole
nine months 


out of the - - out of our season that's justwinter, it - - it's 

just too expensive. Here in Barrow, we - - we enjoy this natural 

gas becausewe - - I feel we are reluctant that it our Inupiat 

Council had asked for it from the United States Congress and 

we -- that it -- I feel reluctant thatwe received it. However, 

I think the Federal Government should also look into assisting 

the people on the high fuel costs at Nuiqsut. I think that the 

government shouldnot - - should not just say that let them 
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l o o kf o rt h e i r  own. A f t e r  a l l ,  you ared igginginourbackyard .  

And you know I I f e e l  t h a t  r i g h t  now, as we gothrough 

t r y i n g  t o  h a s h  o u t  t h i s  t h i n g ,  t h a t  f o r  more o i l  t h a t  i t ' s  j u s t  

go ingtobypassAtkasuk ,Nuiqsut ,thesevi l lage ' syards ,and  

j u s t  go down t o  t h e  Lower 4 8 .  And t h e r e  i s  noplaninyour  

i n  your  Diap i r  F i e ld  to  a s s i s t  t he  peop le  in  the  Nor th  S lope .  

Prudhoe Bay is  n o te v e na s s i s t i n go u rp e o p l er i g h t  now. Not a 

g a l l o n .  I t h i n kt h a ti ny o u rs t u d i e s  i n  y o u rf u t u r es t u d i e s ,  

y o u r  n e x t  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e s e  k i n d  of t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  

c o s t s  h i g h  f u e l  c o s t s  o f  t h r e e ,  f o u r  d o l l a r s  a g a l l o n  f o r  f u e l .  

I t ' s  maybe up t o  t e n  t e n  d o l l a r s  a g a l l o n  r i g h t  now i n  

Atkasuk orNuiqsut :  I t ' s  i t ' s  toohighand i t ' s  a wonder 

t h a t  some of t hehousesa rel e f t  andthe  peop le  come back t o  

Barrow. And you know i t ' s  i t ' s  somethingthat  I th ink  

t h e  t h e  bo th  the  State  andtheFederalgovernmentsshould 

l o o ki nt oa l l e v i a t et h e s ep r o b l e m s .  And I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  add 

t o  whatpeoplehavealreadysaid,and I j u s t  t h o u g h t  I ' d  b r i n g  

tha tou t ,  because  i t  i s  a c ruc ia lproblemintheNor thSlope  

andyou are  s tudying  up hereand you a r e  coming t o  u s  and and 

I t h i n k  we need  to ,  i f  we're going  to  workhand i n  h a n d ,  you give 

some t o  u s  and w e  g i v e  I d o n ' t  knowhow much w e  can  g ive ,  

b u t  t h e r e ' s  so much landnotevendivvied(ph) up i n  t h e  North 

S lopepr iortoevengoingouttotheBeaufor t  Sea o r  t h e  

ChukchiSea. And I t h o u g h tI ' db r i n gt h a to u t .  Thankyou f o r  

t he  oppor tun i ty .  
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H . O . :  Thank you, Arnold. (pause) Would you 

give me your name? 

MS. EDWARDSEN: I'm Mary Edwardsen. My box 

number is 211. 

H . O .  : Okay. And are you Edwardsen with an "e'' 

or an "o"? 

MS. EDWARDSEN: S-e-n. 

H . O . :  Okay.Thank you. 

MS. EDWARDSEN: You have heard almost everybody 

say we're against off shore drilling or off sale, and-

just wantedto - - I appreciate what Arnold was tellingyou of 

/~ 

how much the fuel coston the NorthSlope area. Well, wewere 


fortunate, like he said, where we're using natural gas and 


that's what we've been telling theoil companies. I'm with 


the Planning Commission,
s o  that's what we've been telling the 

companies, that - - and they don't likeit a bit if I go down 

to Texas or to Oklahoma and and -- you know while they're 

buying hundred and fifty hundred and eighty dollars worth 

of stove oil and whileI'm using natural gas. They don't like 

it a bit. So these are the things that shouldbe considered 

about andI just wanted to say thatI really oppose this lease 

sale thatyou have in yourin your map. That's allI have to 

say. . 

H.O.: Thank you, Mrs.Edwardsen. (pause) Mr. 

i Don LeeLeavitt? 
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later on. 


any later on. 


L-e-a-v-i-t-t. 


This one here? 


MR. LEAVITT: I'm going to wait till a little 


H . O . :  Well, I don't think there's going to be 

MR. LEAVITT:Okay. (pause) Leavitt. 

(indiscernible speech) 

H . O . :  Pardon me? 

MR. LEAVITT: Which seat do you want me to take? 

'L -

H . O . :  there. Urn-hum. > 

MR. LEAVITT: I defy -- I definitely defy the 

i-
_

off shore lease sale. That's where all the specimens are at. 


(ph) (Indiscernible speech) You never can tell when it's going 


to go and I drive a Cat. You'd better write this
all down 

and mean it, Ralph, Gerald, Esther and Barry. I was stuck how 

to huntfor my oldman - - speaking of my o l d  man, that's my 

father. He taught me how to hunt. That was the life we grew 

up with up here. That's why I defy off shore lease sales. 

I grew-up as an Eskimo andI want to see my children grow up 

like the way I did. Don't that make sense? (Indiscernible 

speech) - - Gerald. I know - - I don't want no off shore lease 

sale. That's where all the specimensflow, youknow? That's 

where the priest gets hismeat and the grizzly bear goes into 


the rivers and look what
you done to the caribou.'You bet you 


it's dropped ten ten percent down since
you guys put that 
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haul road up. I mean I'm not afraid of poor money. It only 


takes one bullet to get
me ten day's meal. I'm a hunter, myself. 

My old man owns a whaling -- my oldman, my brothers, we hunt 

whale too, and you still saywe can do it? You say you won't 

do it. That's what we've been saying. You will notdrill 

on the coast. You guys -- let me see you guys hookup anything 

on that ice andtry to maintain it. It takes a lot of money, 

don't it? It takes a lot of money tomaintain stuff likethat. -
Money won't dous any good ifwe run out of self-sufficient,

foods thatwe supply for ourselves tokeep our peoplealive 


What's going to happen after all them mammals are
out? That's 

what you guys are doing. You guys are destroying the fucking 

mammals - - the food thatwe live off o f .  You guys are destroying 

their habitat. I should end here while I'm ahead. 
-I 

H . O . :  Thank you. 

MR. LEAVITT: I know I'm ahead. 

H . O . :  Thank you, Mr. Leavitt. 

MR. LEAVITT: Um-hum. 
- H . O . :  The gentlemanthatwas just walking out, 

did he want to say something more? (pause) Did you want to say 


something more? 


MR. REXFORD:Yes. 

H . O . :  All right. 

MR. REXFORD: Good evening, Pane 1. My name is 

Delbert Rexford. I testified earlier. 

R & R COURT REPORTERS 

~ ~~~~~~~ 



-- 

- -  

- -  

-- 

-178-


1 


2 

3 

4 

5 


6 

7 


8 


9 


10 


11 

( 12 

13 

14 


15 


16 


17 


18 

19 

2c 

21 

22 

2: 

24 

( \  2: 

H.O.: Yes. 

MR. REXFORD: And f o rt h e  f o r  thenon-English 

speak ingpeop le ,  mos t ly  theE lde r stha t  a r en ' tab le  t o  comprehend 

what I had  g iven  th i s  morn ing ,  I ' d  l i ke  t o  h a v e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  i n t e r p r e t  i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  many of ou r  peop le  tha t  don ' t  

understand English.  

H . O . :  I a p p r e c i a t et h a t ,b u t  l e t  m e  j u s ta s k  

onemore ques t ion .  Is thereanyone e lse  who wants t o  t e s t i f y ?  

(pause) Okay. 	 4 .  

4

ThankMR. REXFORD: Okay. you f o r  t h e  . . . .  
MS. ANNIE BROWER: Can w e  add t o  what w e  have 

a l r e a d y  s a i d ?  

H.O.: Youmay you may cer ta inlysupplement  

i t  w i t h  w r i t t e n  comments. 

t os a y ?  

MS. ANNIE 

word. 

H.O.: Oh 
- MS . ANNIE 

H . O . :  En 

MS. ANNIE 

t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  t h i n k  o f .  

know? 

Is theresomething e lse  y o u ' d  l i k e  

BROWER: I f i n a l l yt h o u g h t  of t h a t  

. What was the word? 

BROWER: Endangeredspecies.  

dangered species. Okay.Thank you. 

BROWER: That was t h a t ' st h e  word 

But I hadmore tosayon i t ,  you 

H . O . :  Okay. I was g o i n gt os u g g e s tt h a t  we 

go o f f  t he  r eco rd  wh i l e  M r .  Rexfo rd  t r ans l a t e s  h i s  h i s  earlier 
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remarks . 
U . V . :  I t ' s  on theradiothough.  


U . V . :  You s e e ,  i t ' s  ontherad io .  


H.O.: I t ' l l  s t i l l  be  on t h er a d i o ,b u t  w e '  11 


j u s t . .  . . 
MR. REXFORD: Okay. 

H.O.: . . . .  g o  o f f  t h e  r e c o r d  h e r e .  

MR. REXFORD: Okay. This i s  f o rt h eb e n e f i to f  

t hose  tha t  can ' t  unde r s t and  Eng l i sh .  -

COURT REPORTER: S h a l l  I go o f ft h er e c o r d ?  

H.O.: Yes,p lease .  

i (Offrecord) 

(On record)  

H.O.: And youremembered theword? 

MS. ANNIE BROWER: Yes. I ' m  Annie. I wanted 

t o  add t o  what I h a v es a i de a r l i e r .  The word I was want ingto  


say s o  much w a s  endangeredspecies.That we're t a lk ingabou t  


whales as endangeredspeciesandthat  i s  ve ryt rueaccord ing  


t ot h e - w a yi ft h i sl e a s e  sale i s  i f  i f  i t  h a st o  go through. 


In  t ime,  it 'll be ,  I ' m  p r e t t ys u r ea b o u t  i t .  And w e  know a l l  


a l o n gt h i s  onthe map, t h e r e  a r e  some a r e a s  i n s i d e  t h e  


B a r r i e r  I s l a n d s  t h a t  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  f i n d  j u s t  r e c e n t l y  


dur ing  th i s  research  going  on  when Prudhoe Bay came around, 


t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  some underwater what do t h e y  c a l l  i t? 


i A budor(ph)patch. And i t  f lou r i shsdur ingwin te rmon ths .  And 
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t h a t ' s  where a l l  theanimalsof sea l i f e  hangaround. And 

and t h a t ' s  a b o u t  t h e  w h a l e  m i g r a t e  i n  S p r i n g  a n d  i n  F a l l  time. 

Espec ia l lyinFa l lt ime ,head ingbacksou th .  And t a lk ingof  

endangeredspecies ,  I considermyselfasanendangeredspecies  

a sanInup ia tbecausei fou r  ourfoodsource i s  gone,there  

goes I n u p i a t s  a l o n g  w i t h  i t ,  and t h a t ' s  why I r e a l l y  c o n s i d e r  

I h i g h l y  v a l u e  t h a t  word "endangeredspecies" I '  specie" .  So 

t h a t  I would c o n s i d e r  o u r  I n u p i a t  as endangeredfromtheir way 

o f  l i v i n g  i f  t h i s  t h i n g  g o e s  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  r i g h t  now as our new 
- .  

pres iden t  has  cu t  ou t  a l l  t he  Fede ra l  fund ing  and  wi th  a l l  the 


huntingresourcesgoneandwhat are my peop lel e f tw i th?Tha t  


i s  why w e  a r ev e r ye n d a n g e r e di nb o t hw a y s ,  you know? Because 


theywon'tbegivingusany money w e  don ' t  wan t  t o  gounder 


Welfareto  s t a r t  o f fwi th .  Nobody w a n t st ou n l e s st h e yr e a l l y  


havetoappear .  Our peop lea reve ryproudpeop le .  They d o n ' t  


havetogounderWelfareiftheycanhelp i t ,  you know? And 


t h a t ' s  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  I 've  seenpeople  o t h e r  I n u p i a t s  


underdifferentgovernment ,l ikeCanadiansandGreenlandersand 


they don ' t  haveany say-so on what ' s  to  be  happening  wi th in  


t h e i r  area. They'reunderdifferentgovernment,and w e  see 


thehardshiptha ttheyhaveto  go through a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  b u t  


us  peop le  wi th in  the  Nor th  S lope ,  w e  have  no t  g iven  ye t  t o  the  


United States  i f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  are  goingtobec la iming  


thewholeland,  a t  t h a t  time i f  you lookinthereco rdsthey  


haveonlyboughtpartofAlaska.  I t ' s  wha ttheyca l l  "P.Y.K line 


R & R COURT REPORTERS 

8 IO -N- S T R E l 3  P.O. Box ' 2 0 8  3550 A I R P O R T  WAY. SUITE 250 
A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 1  FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99707ALASKA 99707 FAIRBANKS.  

2 7 7 - 0 S 7 2  ~~ 452-3589 479-3116 ~ ~ 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

--  

-- 

is 

-181-


!. ~ 

and that's below our land. From there
on, to that Yukon River 


on down, they may have Russians may have sold that, but up 


here we're not conquered yet, but just the same, United States 


imposed their government
on our people because in those days 


s onobody hardly ever spoke English they take advantage of 


them and claimed what
was belonging to them. And we still 


right now think that this land belongs to us. That's
how we 

call it our land. Andwe still wants t o  consider calling it 

our land, but that's one thing that if our huntingsources

are gone, with all the endangered species around thatarea,


there goes our Native people
too, because we can't dependon 

white man's food. We're not used to it. We may eat some it 

but not all the time. And nobodywants to go on the Welfare, 

but where canwe get our welfare too?The government is cutting 

off all that source. So if y o usee it bothways, we're very 

in an era where everything in an endangered - - what you call 

it? (indiscernible speech) So I just want to elaborate on 

that because the other governmentswe've seen, like Canadian 


people,- they opposed to
it, but they don't have enough authority 


as Inupiatfor to get Canadian government that they just let 


everything get by. Butus, we're going to fight to the very 


end of us. Let's put it that way. Thank you for giving me time 


to addmore to my statement. 


H.O.: Okay.Thank you, Mrs. Brower. (pause) 

, Yes, sir? 

R & R COURT REPORTERS 

8 IO -N- STREET P.O. Box 1 2 0 8  3SSO AIRPORT WAY. SUITE 2 5 0  
ALASKA 9950S FAIRBANKS.  A L A S K A  99707 FAIRBANKS.ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99707 

~ ~ ~ ~~~~ 3-r7.n-x* ~~~ "I32 m L . a  1-a a 31 -.. 



-182-


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 

16 

17 

18 


19 

20 

21 

22 

23 


24 

i'. 25 

U.V.: (SpeaksInupiat) 


H.O.: Yes? You wanted to say something else? 


MR. TUKLE: Yeah. I want to say something else. 


H.O.: Okay. 


COURT REPORTER: Who is he? 


MR. TUKLE: Joash Tukle. 


H.O. : Tukle. 


MR. TUKLE: T-u-l-e-k-e. 


COURT REPORTER: What? 


MR. TUKLE: T-u-k-l-e. -

H.O.: We're just about to adjourn, s o . . . .  


MR. TUKLE: Yes. 


H.O.: Okay. 


MR. TUKLE: Tukle. My name is Joash Tukle, 


you know? 

H .O.: Tukle? 

MR. TUKLE:Yeah. 

H.O.: Yes. 

MR. TUKLE: (Speaks Inupiat) 

MS. MONGOYAK: He said that the. . . .  
MR. TUKLE: (Speaks Inupiat) 

MS. MONGOYAK: He doesn't want any leasesales 

occurring on this becauseof the place where the whales migrate. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat) 

MS. MONGOYAK: The hunters that hunt from either 
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t h e  l a n d  o r  t h e  sea havegivenhimfoodwheneverhehaswanted 

i t ,  when he  w a s  growingup. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: And theperson  who hashad 

hashave a lot who has a l o t  of money hasnevergiven 

anyfood. 

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: J u s tt h eh u n t e rt h a th a sh u n t e d  

has  tofromthe sea given him something ea t .  

MR. TUKLE: Inupiat)  

who 

him 

'- . 

-


1� 


li 


12 


1s 


2( 

21 

2: 

2: 

21 

c ,  2: 

MS. MONGOYAK: And because of t h i s ,h er e a l l y  

i s  oppos ing  t o  t h e  o f f  s h o r e  t ot h eo f fs h o r ep r o p o s e ds a l e .  

H . O . :  Okay. We have so recorded .  

MR. TUKLE: Yeah. Inupiat)(Speaks 

MS. MONGOYAK: If the reweren ' tanyhun te r stha t  

had  l ived  a. long  the  coas t ,  he  wouldn ' t  be  here  hewouldn ' t  

be  he re  a l ive t o  g i v e  h i s  t e s t i m o n y .  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

- MS. MONGOYAK: T h a t ' s  why he  i s  oppos ingrea l ly  

to  the  p roposed  	 sale  alongtheocean.  

MR. TUKLE: (SpeaksInupiat)  

MS. MONGOYAK: And t h e r ea r eo t h e rp e o p l e  a l o t  

l i k e  him t h a t  d i d n ' t  come h e r e  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  

same fee l ings  a s  he  does .  

H . O . :  And I ' m  s u r e  when thepane lgoesto  
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Nuiqsuttomorrow,they'l lhearfromotherpeopletoo. 

MR. TUKLE: Yeah. 

H.O.: Thank you very  much, Mr. Tukle. 

MR. TUKLE: Yeah. 

H.O.: I want tothank  a l l  of thepeople  who 

havebeenverypatientthroughouttheday, a l l  o fthosetha t  

h a v et e s t i f i e d .  I e s p e c i a l l y  would l i k et ot h a n k  Emma Mongoyak 

f o rt r a n s l a t i n g  and Al i ce  Solomon f o rt r a n s l a t i n g .T h e r ea r e  

nootherpeopletobeheard .Thishear ing  i s  adjourned. -
t h eCOURT REPORTER: Offr e c o r d .  

(Offrecord) 

J; .J; * 
(END OF PROCEEDINGS ) 
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